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From Concept to Creation:
Founding BRAMS
(Editorial)

At the plenary session on 18 May 2018, Professor Vasil
Kacharava proposed that graduates of Tbilisi State University
specialising in American Studies should establish American
Studies centres within Georgian higher-education institutions.
Responding instinctively to Professor Kacharava’s proposal — he
has been my exemplar among Georgian scholars for many years —
I helped to establish the BRAMS Institute on 14 July 2018 with
his support; Professor Kacharava is President of the American
Studies Association.

The objective of Georgia’s first online institute of this kind
is the interdisciplinary study of Britain, America and Georgia.
Guided by the centre’s research remit, I devised its name: the
BRAMS Institute — an acronym formed from the initial syllables
of the three countries (Br- for Britain, Am- for America, and S-
for Sakartvelo, the English name for Georgia). It was a fortunate
coincidence that one of the dozen abbreviations I considered
corresponded to the surname of the distinguished German
composer Johannes Brahms (1833-1897). The name received
immediate approval from Professor Jeremy Ramsden of Britain,
one of the Institute’s earliest supporters and collaborators.

I worked on the Institute’s emblem for six months and,
reflecting its scholarly aims, designed a device: a shield in navy
blue and white bearing the Institute’s English name, BRAMS
Institute. Below, to the left, are three Anglo-Saxon runes for B, A
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and S representing the three research countries; to the right appear
three Georgian capital letters B, A and S in Asomtavruli script
(alluding to Britain, America and Georgia respectively). At the
centre of the shield, I placed the Borjgali — a motif reminiscent of
the ancient Georgian sun-symbol of eternity and freedom — as an
emblematic declaration of the BRAMS Institute’s commitment to
the Georgian state and its cultural continuity. The emblem records
the founding year, 2018. A diamond at the shield’s base,
originally a serendipitous shape in an early variant, remains as a
subtle accent and now symbolises durability and enduring value.

I selected the logo’s palette after extensive trials: neither
red, green nor gold harmonised with the emblematic components
as effectively as navy blue and white. The colours themselves
carry resonant meanings consonant with the Institute’s
aspirations: blue is traditionally associated with reliability,
strength, authority, intellect, stability, responsibility and unity;
white signifies perfection, light, purity, security and a successful
commencement. These associations encapsulate the values I hope
the BRAMS Institute will embody.

Some scholars may wonder why I combined research on
Britain and America under the umbrella of Georgian Studies.
American Studies centres proliferate worldwide and continue to
expand, whereas comparable British/English Studies centres
remain comparatively few and, in many cases, younger.

Although my academic formation began with English —
grounded in British history and literature and stimulated in part by
the Albion Club established at School No. 55 under the auspices
of the noted educator, geographer and author Gia Chanturia — |
became involved in American Studies during my school years in
response to the political weather of newly independent Georgia.
The British Council and the Byron School also contributed in that
period, primarily by deepening English-language competence
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rather than advancing geographical or interdisciplinary studies of
Britain, which Mr Chanturia had emphasised.

At Ivane Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University, I naturally
gravitated to the Centre for American Studies, founded by
Professor Vasil Kacharava. I discovered the Centre in the late
1990s through the IREX Library, an unusually vibrant intellectual
space in Tbilisi. At that time, the Centre opened new research
opportunities to all who sought them, offering practical
experience and distinctive knowledge within the university. |
observed the support that US Ambassador Richard Monroe Miles
and other diplomats lent to the expansion of American Studies in
Georgia. Unsurprisingly, the events the Centre organised attracted
the attention and engagement of students and faculty at Tbilisi
State University and beyond.

Thus, I was fortunate to launch the BRAMS Institute from a
solid background. Its activities are sustained by scholars whose
intellectual formation is rooted in Ivane Javakhishvili Tbilisi State
University; colleagues who collaborated with the TSU Centre for
American Studies from its inception — notably those who shared
Professor Gela Charkviani’s vision and Professor Vasil
Kacharava’s achievements — have contributed significantly to the
Institute’s development. The BRAMS Institute’s membership and
network include researchers with established records in American
Studies; their support, grounded in genuine scholarly interest,
constitutes a vital asset for the new interdisciplinary online
research hub. Equally important are the Institute’s longstanding
research links with British and American colleagues.

One cannot study America without engaging with questions
that implicate Britain. The American founding fathers were
intimately familiar with — and frequently appealed to — British,
European and broader global precedents. The richest histories of
the United States begin with its deep British roots. Many
contemporary Georgian Americanists therefore situate their
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enquiries within a wider comparative framework that embraces
the United Kingdom, the Commonwealth and the countries of
South America, all of which have historical and contemporary
connections with the United States. This integrative logic
informed the decision that the new Institute would not confine
itself to scholarship on the United States alone. In an era of
globalisation, investigating a single country in isolation is
increasingly counterproductive.

I have observed, with characteristic British irony and
American enthusiasm, the mutual regard in which the two nations
have often held each other. In recent years, the tenor of
Anglo-American relations has in some respects become warmer
and more concordant, largely because the United Kingdom and
the United States have identified common challenges and chosen
cooperation over unilateralism. Media narratives routinely
illustrate this alignment; a conspicuous contemporary example
was the public endorsement by then-US President Donald Trump
of Prime Minister Boris Johnson’s Brexit agenda at Davos. Such
manifestations of the Anglo-American tandem have, predictably,
stimulated greater British interest in American Studies and,
reciprocally, an expansion of British Studies activity in the United
States. Georgia has not been slow to align with these global
scholarly currents.

National commemorations and their political readings
further underscore the interdependence of historical memory and
contemporary identity. American Independence Day on 4 July is a
global touchstone; by contrast, England has no single tradition
analogous to that celebration. On 23 June 2018, for instance, a
substantial demonstration in London departing from Victoria
Station was presented by participants as a celebration of national
independence in the context of Brexit. Political actors interpret
dates and events through distinct national prisms: in Georgia,
there was a protracted debate over whether to designate 9 April
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1991 or 26 May 1918 as the principal independence date, and the
pragmatic solution was to observe the former as National Unity
Day and the latter as Independence Day. It is therefore
unsurprising that, on 23 June 2018 in London, different citizens
held divergent events and expressed opposing views: some saw
Brexit as an assertion of national independence while others
regarded it as a process of national disintegration. Slogans and
political rhetoric — including paraphrases of foreign political
catchphrases such as “Let’s make Britain great again” — reveal
how aspirations for national renewal travel and are repurposed
across contexts. Such developments constitute an additional
rationale for situating the United Kingdom and the United States
together within the BRAMS Institute’s research agenda.

Since 1988, Georgia has renewed its path towards political
independence. Georgians have long aspired to the consolidation
of statehood and national achievement. The yearning implicit in
Murman Lebanidze’s verse “Once upon a time, Georgia was
great,” set to music by Zurab Mzhavia and memorably performed
by Gogi Dolidze, expresses a sentiment familiar across nations:
the desire to restore perceived historical greatness. England and
America, too, manifest analogous longings for the “golden age”
of their pasts. While external actors may learn from Georgia’s
historical experience, it is equally important for Georgian scholars
to study foreign histories and experiences with a view to applying
relevant lessons for Georgia’s benefit. Hence, the Institute’s
research will include investigations into British-American issues
as they relate to Georgia and the Georgian imprint on Britain and
America. Comparative studies — for example, contrasting the
policies of President Ronald Reagan and Prime Minister Margaret
Thatcher with contemporaneous political and cultural
developments in Georgia — offer fruitful ground for discerning
convergences, divergences and points of mutual influence.
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For these and many other reasons, the BRAMS Institute
was conceived as an interdisciplinary research centre in which
collaborative studies of British, American and Georgian
experience will be conducted in Georgian and English. A
principal objective is to present Georgia’s contemporary realities
and historical values to an international audience in English.
There is at present notable interest in our country, and it would be
lamentable to neglect this favourable moment. Regrettably,
Georgia remains under-known and under-rated in many quarters;
remedying this deficit is a legitimate and necessary task for
scholarly institutions. For more than two decades, Professor Vasil
Kacharava has advocated greater mobilisation of Georgian
scholars’ expertise in the service of the nation; the BRAMS
Institute aspires to follow the path charted by his leadership.

From its earliest initiatives, the Institute’s activities and
research attracted the attention of leading international scholars
and specialists. This global interest has encouraged us to pursue
ever more ambitious projects. The intellectual resources
marshalled by the Institute provide the confidence to engage on a
broader stage.

My engagement with this field spans almost my entire life,
and it is difficult to disentangle what is personally mine from
what I have absorbed through research and scholarly exchange.
The study of Britain, America and Georgia is both enjoyable and
compelling; I often experience it less as a vocation than as an
absorbing intellectual pursuit. Nevertheless, 1 recognise the
heightened responsibility that accompanies the directorship of a
newly established institute: responsibility not only to American
Studies but also to English Studies and Georgian Studies.

My attitude to this work is at once professional and
personal. I have learned from American colleagues that it is not a
burden but an honour to stand on the shoulders of one’s
predecessors and to pursue new heights by following their
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example. The founding fathers’ contribution to the American
project remains venerated for precisely this reason; only a
decisive departure from their principles would imperil the
republic, which I trust will not occur.

Contemporary Europe continues to be shaped by the
legacies of the British Empire, however uncomfortable that truth
may be for some in France, Spain or Germany. The United
Kingdom’s exit from the European Union has unsettled the Union
because the EU still needs Britain, with all its strengths and
weaknesses. Although there is no precedent for leading states to
cling to what they fundamentally cannot sustain, Brexit may, in
the long term and if managed well, create opportunities for both
Britain and the rest of Europe.

Georgia is a small country whose geopolitically significant
location has repeatedly resulted in territorial losses. Yet it is the
cradle of an ancient civilisation and, whether classified as
Western Asia or Eastern Europe, has long had a natural affinity
with Europe. That historical and civilisational identity underpins
Georgia’s efforts to be recognised as part of the Western world.
For this reason, systematic research and dissemination of
comparative perspectives on Britain, America and Georgia — past,
present and prospective — are essential for reasoned policy
planning and cultural diplomacy.

The BRAMS Institute will sustain and extend the work it
began with renewed vigour. Sooner or later, a period of salutary
international change may unfold, and Georgia should endeavour
to secure its rightful place in this shifting landscape. The
establishment of an interdisciplinary online institute and the
dissemination of its scholarship through the BRAMS
multidisciplinary —academic journal serve precisely this
overarching purpose.
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