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Paul Krugman is a prominent columnist for 7he New York Times
and Professor of Economics at the Graduate Center, City
University of New York (CUNY); he previously taught at MIT
and later at Princeton University. In 2008, he was awarded the
Nobel Memorial Prize in Economic Sciences. Paul Krugman is
not only an economist whose unconventional ideas helped shape
modern macroeconomics but also an engaging columnist and a
distinguished figure in contemporary American journalism. His
columns capture and sustain readers’ attention through rigorous
analysis of facts and events, original interpretation, skillfully
crafted leads and conclusions, effectively written endings, and
intriguing headlines whose meanings are often revealed later in
the text. These qualities consistently produce a strong emotional
impact.

Even when readers disagree with his creative judgements or
struggle to follow his evaluations, they cannot fail to be impressed

by his analytic — indeed, critical — thinking. He highlights

50
BRAMS 2020 ISSN 2667-9299 (print)
Volume 1, Issue 1 ISSN 2960-9348 (online)



influential points, often generalises from evidence, examines
issues from multiple angles, and constructs broad, intelligible
pictures of current affairs that resonate with a wide audience. Paul
Krugman probes the roots of crises and conflicts, and frequently
proposes solutions.

He is never shy about making bold claims that provoke
prolonged public controversy; yet in contentious contexts, he
navigates carefully, anticipating opposing viewpoints and
preparing robust defences. His phrasing reminds me of walking
over rope bridges while avoiding the dangers of mental traps he
puts himself into: he anticipates opposing arguments and prepares
measured, well-reasoned rebuttals, navigating complex issues
with intellectual dexterity. As both a renowned public intellectual
and a rigorous scholar, Paul Krugman combines a keen intellect
with a trenchant style.

As a renowned writer and an extraordinarily intelligent
scholar, he has an equally sharp mind and sharp tongue. Whether
addressing economics or politics, his pieces characteristically
offer thorough cause-and-effect analysis and often approach a
scholarly standard. At the same time, his content demonstrates
mastery of diction and phrasing: Krugman employs apt analogies,
evocative metaphors, subtle irony and rhetorical figures to
achieve expressive, persuasive columns. Eventually, readers often
adopt his measured concern for the issues Krugman discusses and
his professional commitment to seeking solutions to apparently

intractable problems.
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