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Truth-telling has long been tantamount to heroism, especially
under authoritarian regimes. In such contexts, the indirect
transmission of truth through allegory and fable becomes
indispensable; hence the persistence of an "Aesopian" language in
Greece. Gianni Rodari, often misread as merely a children’s
writer, practised a sharp political imagination. His Telephone
Tales and novels — Gelsomino in the Land of Liars and The
Adventures of Cipollino, among them — deploy ostensibly simple
narratives to encode trenchant critiques; each sentence functions
as a vehicle for political meaning. Presenting truth as fable does
nothing to diminish its social import.

The Georgian poet Akaki Tsereteli likewise employs
parable in his fable "Kudabziketi", in which an electorate,
choosing between Mr O’Lice, Mr O’Flea and the diligent Mr Bee,
elects the wrong representatives. The tale resonates with
contemporary electoral politics from the United Kingdom and
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France to Georgia, where majorities frequently overlook those
who might best serve the common good.

From the earliest notes of bel canto to the clandestine
meetings of nineteenth-century conspirators, Italy’s operatic
stages have long doubled as sites of political mobilisation. It is
therefore unsurprising that, in 2018, the ostensibly apolitical
spectacle of Sanremo and the Eurovision stage was harnessed to
convey an overtly political and moral message performed by two
Italian singers.

Non mi avete fatto niente ("You Haven’t Done Anything to
Me"), written and performed by Ermal Meta and Fabrizio Moro
(with Andrea Febo as co-author), premiered at the Sanremo Music
Festival in 2018. Their commanding victory there — winning
across multiple rounds and securing over 44% of the vote — was
followed by a powerful showing at Eurovision in Lisbon, where
the duet finished fifth despite much of the international audience
not understanding the Italian lyrics. The combination of melody,
vocal expression and evocative visual imagery conveyed an
affective message that transcended linguistic barriers. In February
2019, the song was nominated for the Voices for Freedom Award
in recognition of its social message.

Composed in response to the Manchester Arena bombing
(May 2017), the song functions both as a lament for victims and
as a universal repudiation of terror — what the authors term the
"pacifist bomb", an impersonal, remote form of violence. Its title
echoes the words of Antoine Leiris — the husband of Héléne
Mouyal, one of the Paris victims — who wrote, "You have done
nothing to me; you have not made me hate you, you have not

99
BRAMS 2024 May ISSN 2667-9299 (print)
Volume 5, Issue 10 ISSN 2960-9348 (online)



scared me; I will continue my normal life as if you had never
existed there," a defiant refusal to yield to hatred or fear.

Lyrically, the song enumerates terrorist atrocities in cities
such as London, Paris, Nice, Cairo, and Barcelona; Ermal Meta
recites them as one might recite beads on a rosary, each
place-name a wound and a memorial. For listeners unable to
follow Italian, affective cues — plaintive timbre, melodic contour
and cinematic visuals — allow the names themselves to resonate:
La Rambla, Nice, Cairo. In an era of instant global awareness,
these references summon shared memories of suffering and
collective vulnerability; the recital does not exhaust contemporary
inhumanities, but it insists on witness.

Fabrizio Moro’s contribution universalises the traumas of
particular nations into common pain and, resonating to Gianni
Rodari’s dictum that "a teardrop from a hungry boy is far heavier
than the earth", suggests that a child’s smile — attention to the
future — may counteract terror. This appeal reframes resistance as
ethical care for those yet to come.

History and progress bind past, present and future: to forget
yesterday is to invite repetition. Political emancipation and civic
freedom accrue through patient, persistent labour, not instant
triumph. The Georgian "Hymn to Freedom" evokes this slow
hardening of liberty — "the lot of the lions" — a memory consonant
with a nation that has defended its independence across millennia.

Artists cannot legislate; their primary agency is to sing, to
call attention, and to shape public sentiment. In this regard,
socially engaged lyrics perform a Fourth Estate function: they
orient public feeling and indicate possible moral responses.
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Music, like journalism, is a form of cultural mediation that can
ennoble public discourse even as both professions confront
commercial pressures and institutional decline in the twenty-first
century. Ultimately, the transformation such works can effect
depends upon societal receptivity and the broader structures of
governance.

Musicological debates about the contemporary decline of
great opera frequently invoke social change: ears and hearts are
conditioned differently today, and mass audiences have grown
habituated to volume rather than subtlety. The near-disappearance
of silence — those interstitial pauses in which reflection occurs —
signals a diminished capacity for attentive listening. For the urban
writer, those brief instants of quiet amid the city’s noise possess
an almost sacred quality: within them, humane attentiveness
becomes possible, and from that attentiveness flows the ethical
insight that there is something more important than surface
spectacle. Listening to one another begins with listening to
silence: “because there is something more important in this world
than your pointless wars...”
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