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An English-born American Founding Father, author and 
revolutionary, Thomas Paine argued that if every man possessed a 
pure and inviolable conscience and if everyone accepted its 
judgments without hesitation, legislation would be unnecessary. 
This enduring idea, articulated in Rights of Man, is offered as a 
rejoinder to Edmund Burke’s Reflections on the Revolution in 
France. The two writers present contrasting interpretations of the 
events that culminated in the Treaty of Paris (1783) and the end of 
the war between the United States and Great Britain. 

Edmund Burke is credited with popularising the phrase 
“Fourth Estate” to denote the press. Thomas Paine’s Common 
Sense demonstrates how the written word, deployed at the right 
moment and in the appropriate context, can shape public opinion 
and bring about profound change. 

The fifteen years between the publication of Common Sense 
and Rights of Man trace Paine’s evolution from a provincial 
English youth of unremarkable background into a central political 
figure in American history. After two failed marriages and a 
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succession of unsatisfactory employments, Paine moved to 
London, where the mathematician George Lewis Scott introduced 
him to Benjamin Franklin. With Franklin’s support and letters of 
recommendation, Paine emigrated to America in 1774. 

For eighteen months, Paine edited the Pennsylvania 
Magazine in Philadelphia and became deeply enmeshed in the 
volatile politics of revolutionary America. On 10 January 1776, 
Common Sense was published; in it, the man often dubbed the 
“Father of the American Revolution” argued that America’s cause 
should be framed not merely as resistance to taxation but as a 
demand for independence. His fifty-page pamphlet sold an 
estimated 500,000 copies and was a financial success; Paine 
relinquished his share of the profits to support the American 
army. 

Common Sense exposed a stark truth: the doctrine of 
reconciliation was untenable, tantamount to death. Paine also 
declared that “the cause of America is, in a great measure, the 
cause of all mankind.” For more than two centuries, the United 
States has profoundly assimilated Paine’s idea, carrying it through 
successive international and domestic political endeavours. 
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saRi azris `tkivili~ 
Tomas peiniseulad 

 
sakvanZo sityvebi:  saRi azri, parizis zavi, `Serigebis 

doqtrona~, damoukidebloba, aSS 
 
 

`adamianis sindisi sufTa da aumRvreveli rom 

yofiliyo da mis gadawyvetilebebs yvela uyoymanod 

damorCileboda, maSin mas sxva kanonmdebeli arc 

dasWirdeboda~, werda erT-erTi damfuZnebeli mama 

Tomas peini Tavis umTavres gamokvlevaSi `adamianis 

uflebebi~,1 1790 wels londonSi ingliseli 

parlamentaris edmund berkis mier gamocemuli 

wignis — `fiqrebi safrangerTis revoluciaze~,2 

pasuxad. es ori avtori radikalurad gansxvavebuli 

poziciidan3 Seafasebs movlenebs,4 romelTa 

saTaveebTan Tomas peinic idga, 1783 wlis parizis 

zaviTa da amerikis SeerTebul Statebsa da did 

britaneTs Soris omis5 dasrulebiT rom 

dagvirgvinda. 

`Serigebis doqtrinis~6 kategoriuli 

mowinaaRmdege Tomas peini werda: `mmarTvelobis 

inglisuri formis konstituciuri Secdomebis 

gamokvleva dRes uaRresad saWiroa~,7 maSin, roca 

edmund berkis Rrma rwmeniT: unda `mivbaZoT 
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sifrTxileSi Cvens winaprebs, Tu gvsurs maTi bedi 

gaviziaroT an SevinarCunoT maTi danatovari. raRac 

davamatoT, Tu ase mogvesurveba, magram nu 

davkargavT maT naanderZevs. britanuli 

konstituciis myar niadagze mdgomni, modiT, 

davkmayofildeT damkvirveblis roliT da nu 

mivbaZavT safrangeTis aeronavtTa Tavganwirul 

sahaero frenebs~.8 edmund berki is britaneli 

parlamentaria, romelsac `meoTxe xelisuflebis~ 

zewodebas unda vumadlodeT Jurnalistebi.9 man 1787 

wels TemTa palataSi debatebis dros sityviT 

gamosvlisas es sityvaTwyoba gamoiyena 

saparlamento reportiorebis misamarTiT: 

`parlamentSi sami xelisufleba iyo, magram 

darbazis Soreul mxares ganTavsebul reportiorTa 

loJaSi wina skamze gacilebiT mniSvnelovani meoTxe 

xelisufleba mokalaTebuliyo~.10 manamde dasavlur 

samyaroSi `meoTxe xelisuflebaSi~ iuridiuli 

sferos warmomadgenlebi igulisxmebodnen. dRes 

ukve `Zvel mediad~ qceul profesias aseTi sapatio 

wodeba imis gamo mieniWa, rom `igi ganasaxierebs 

sazogadoebis im segments, romelsac politikur 

sistemaze zemoqmedebis arapirdapiri, magram 

gadamwyveti roli akisria~.11 

rac Seexeba Tomas peinis 15 wliT adre 

gamoqveynebul naSroms `saRi azri~,12 igi swored 

imis dasturia, rom Jurnalisturi sityva, saTanado 

drosa da adgilas gaJRerebuli, sazogadoebriv 

azrze zemoqmedebis gziT epoqalur cvlilebebs 
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uwyobs xels didwilad da, arcTu iSviaTad, 

ganapirobebs kidec. 

`saRi azridan~ `adamianis uflebebamde~ 15-

wliani periodi manamde sakmaod uRimRamo 

biografiis mqone ingliseli provincieli 

axalgazrdis aqtiur istoriul pirovnebad 

gardasaxvis wlebia; ori uiRblo qorwinebiTa da 

karieris udables safexurebze sxvadasxva 

uintereso profesiis warumatebeli cvliT 

Tavgabezrebuli axalgazrda londonSi Cadis, sadac 

saerTo nacnobis, maTematikos jorj skotis 

meSveobiT benjamin franklins xvdeba. franklinis 

rCeviTa da misi sarekomendacio werilebiT 

gaTamamebuli peini 1774 wlis miwuruls emigraciaSi 

miemgzavreba amerikaSi da filadelfiaSi saxldeba. 

aseTi arCevani, uTuod, SemTxveviTi ar yofila: 

amerikis erT-erTi uZvelesi qalaqi imJamad 

kontinentis politikuri cxovrebis epicentrSi 

moeqca.13 1774 wels aq, karpenter-holSi Catarda 

didi britaneTis 13-dan 12 amerikuli koloniis 

(jorjiis Statis gamoklebiT) deputatTa pirveli 

kontinenturi kongresi.14 deputatebma SeimuSaves 

mTeli rigi mniSvnelovani dokumentebi, romliTac 

cdilobdnen koloniebisTvis TviTmmarTvelobis 

uflebis mopovebas. ukve ori wlis Semdeg ki, 1776 

wels cameti Crdiloamerikuli Statis meore 

kontinenturma kongresma miiRo damoukideblobis 

deklaracia.15 

meore kontinenturi kongresi filadelfiaSi  

1775-1781 wlebSi muSaobda da aSS-is droebiTi 
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xelisuflebis funqcias asrulebda. 1776-1783 da 1790-

1800 wlebSi, saerTo jamSi 18 wlis ganmavlobaSi, 

filadelfia amerikis SeerTebuli Statebis 

dedaqalaqi iyo. 

filadelfiur Jurnal `pensilvania megezinSi~ 

18-Tviani redaqtor-Jurnalisturi saqmianobidan 

Tomas peini aqtiurad gadaerTo imJamindeli 

revoluciuri amerikis boboqar politikur 

cxovrebaSi.16 es xom umniSvnelovanesi periodi iyo 

amerikis istoriisa: 1775 wlis 19 aprili... Setakebebi 

leqsingtonsa da konkordTan; bostonis alya, 

bankerhilis brZola... daZabuloba britaneTTan 

srulmasStabian omSi gadaizarda. 

1776 wlis 10 ianvars Tomas peinma gamoaqveyna 

50-gverdiani pamfleti `saRiAzri~,17 romlis 

popularoba warmoudgenlad masStaburi gamodga. 500 

aTasze meti egzemplari gaiyida da, lamis, 

Tavisuflebisa da damoukideblobisaTvis amerikuli 

koloniebis brZolis manifestad iqca. avtorma 

honorarze uari Tqva da mTeli Tanxa revoluciur 

armias gadasca.18 

`saRi azris~ paTosi mTlianad 

damoukideblobisaTvis brZolis JiniT iyo 

gaJRenTili da umTavres Tezisad refreniviT 

gasdevda fraza: `ganSorebis droa!~19 avtori 

Seuvali principulobiT gamoxatavda sakuTar 

pozicias, rom: `Serigebis doqtrina~ miuRebelia, 

vinaidan `Serigeba da daRupva tolfasi cnebebia~.20 

naSromSi Tomas peins saamiso araerTi argumenti 

aqvs damowmebuli. am Jurnalisturi naazreviT man 
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SeZlo sazogadoebis didi nawilis darwmuneba, 

mimxroba da sakuTar poziciaze dayeneba. 

`saRi azri~ Tomas peiniseulad metad 

mtkivneul problemas warmoaCenda.21 amerikis 

damoukideblobis Sesaxeb roca saubrobs, peini 

zogadsakacobrio idealebsac iTvaliswinebs da 

daaskvnis, rom: `amerikis sakiTxi, didwilad, mTeli 

kacobriobis sakiTxicaa~.22 Sesabamisad, 

aristoteles postulati: `WeSmariti Tavisufleba 

arCevanisa da gadawyvetilebis miRebis uflebaa~,23 

ideuri RerZia Tomas peinis pamfletisa `saRi azri~. 

axla Zneli saTqmelia, `kacobriobis maswavleblad~ 

aRiarebuli Zveli berZeni filosofosis Segonebas 

eyrdnoboda Tu damoukideblad mivida am daskvnamde, 

erTi cxadia – evropuli ganmanaTleblobis 

principebis gaziarebam Tomas peini daarwmuna, rom 

`adamianis Rirseuli arseboba mis Tavisufal 

arCevanze unda iyos dafuZnebuli~.24 

Tomas peinis arCevani revolucia iyo. igi Tavis 

50-gverdian naSromSi, pirvelyovlisa, absolutur 

monarqias uaryofs da akritikebs britanuli 

monarqiis magaliTze. amasTan, `yalbi Semrigebluri 

politikis winaaRmdegia~.25 `saRi azris~ avtori 

`Serigebis doqtrinis~ momxreTa argumentebis 

uaryofas eswrafvis da Rrmad swams, rom amerikis 

SemTxvevaSi, `Serigeba da daRupva tolfasi 

cnebebia~.26 

Tomas peini inglisTan Serigebis momxre  

amerikelebs ramdenime jgufad axarisxebda: 

1. sruliad arasando, dainteresebuli pirebi; 
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2. adamianebi, romlebic ver xedaven movlenaTa 

ganviTarebis WeSmarit arss, danaxva ar 

ZaluZT; 
3. crurwmeniT SeboWilni, romelTac realobis 

danaxva ar surT; 
4. zomierni, visac evropuli samyaro imaze 

bevrad ukeTesi hgonia, vidre realuradaa. 
Tomas peinis azriT, es bolo kategoria ufro 

metad daazaralebda amerikis kontinents, vidre 

pirveli sami erTad aRebuli. 

naSromSi ori umTavresi Tezisia: 

1. absoluturi monarqia borotebaa, igi bibliis 

sawinaaRmdegoa. monarqiis aRdgenis 

mowinaaRmdegeni saqarTveloSi xSirad imowmeben 

Tomas peinis am mosazrebas, imis 

gauTvaliswineblad, rom absoluturi da 

sakonstitucio monarqiebi, an – parlamenturi da 

absoluturi monarqia sxvadasxva ramaa. isini 

sofisturi msjelobis gziT midian, roca 

logikuri Secdomebi siyalbis damkvidrebas 

uwyobs xels. kerZod, sofisturi xerxebidan isini 

iyeneben `naCqarevi ganzogadebis~ saxeobas.27 
rogorc uwmindesi da unetaresi ilia meore 

ganmartavs: saparlamento monarqiis pirobebSi 

`mefe mefobs, magram ar marTavs~. marTavs 

parlamenti. es sruliad sxva ramaa da 

absoluturi monarqiisgan da im safrTxeebisgan 

radikalurad gansxvavebuli, razec 

antimonarqistebi kamaToben. 
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2. bunebis ZalTa xma Cagvagonebs: `ganSorebis droa!~ 

saamiso argumentebsac uxvad iSveliebs avtori: 

a) TviT is manZilic ki,  romelic yovlisSemZle 

uflis wyalobiT aSorebs amerikasa da 

ingliss, QWeSmariti sabuTia virwmunoT, rom 

zeciur Zalebs ar daudgeniaT erTis batonoba 

meoreze; 

b) amerikis kontinentis aRmoCena reformacias 

uZRoda win. maRalma RmerTma didsulovnad 

gauwoda daxmarebis xeli momaval devnilebs 

da TavSesafris kari gauxsna, roca maTTvis 

samSoblo aRar iyo usafrTxoebisa da 

simSvidis navTsayudeli. 

Tu paralels gavavlebT Tomas peinis 

biografiasTan, kargad davukvirdebiT mis 

gadawyvetilebebsa da arCevans cxovrebis rTul 

periodebSi, davrwmundebiT, rom, rogorc Cans, 

amerika da amerikelebi ufro axlos iyo mis 

sulTan, vidre sakuTari samSoblo – didi 

britaneTi da misi principebi.  

Tomas peins Rrmad swamda, rom: `didi 

britaneTis Zalaufleba am kontinentze aris 

mmarTvelobis forma, romelsac adre Tu gvian 

bolo unda moeRos. mmarTvelobis es forma 

droebiTi da miuRebelia...~28 ris dasamtkicebladac 

avtori amgvar msjelobas mimarTavs: `mcire 

kunZulebi, romelTac Tavis dacva ar ZaluZT, 

xelsayrel obieqtebs warmoadgenen samefoebisaTvis 

mfarvelobaSi asayvanad. am fonze Zalze 

absurdulia imis daSveba, rom kontinenti 
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imarTebodes kunZulis mier. imis analogiurad, rom 

bunebaSi ar arsebobs planetaze ufro didi 

Tanamgzavri da, vinaidan inglisi da amerika 

erTmaneTTan mimarTebaSi bunebis Cveul wesrigs 

Tavdayira ayeneben, aSkaraa, rom isini gansxvavebul 

sistemebs ganekuTvnebian~.29 

Tomas peinis cxovreba paradoqsebis 

feierverkia. mas arc dideba da pativi dahklebia, 

arc – devna da patimroba. araerTi profesia 

Seicvala, biushalterebis warmoebiT dawyebuli, 

Jurnalistika-publicistikiT, politikiTa Tu 

sainJinro-sagamomgoneblo saqmianobiT 

damTavrebuli. omis Semdgom igi xidebis 

mSeneblobis ideiTac iyo gatacebuli da aSenda 

kidec misi proeqtiT im droisaTvis erT-erTi 

udidesi rkinis xidi inglisSi. ZiriTadad ki, peinis 

gamogonebani ganuxorcielebel proeqtebad darCa. 

rogorc xSirad xdeba cxovrebaSi, sicocxlis 

mimwuxrs Tomas peinis Rvawli araTu miiviwyes, 

aramed zomaze metad Selaxuli imijiTa da 

Serisxulic ki gaacila mxolod eqvsma adamianma 

ukanasknel gzaze. gazeT `amerikis moqalaqeSi~ 

gamoqveynebul nekrologSi, romelic 1809 wlis 10 

ivnisis nomerSi `niu-iork ivning postma~ gadabeWda, 

peins `msoflio masStabis TaRliTi politikosi~ 

uwodes, romelmac `didxans icocxla, sul cota 

sargebeli da Zalian didi vneba moitana~.30 mTeli 

saukune dasWirda misi saxelis reabilitacias da 

mxolod 1937 wlis londonuri gazeT `taimsis~ 30 

ianvris nomerSi moixsenies `inglisel volterad~,31 
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ris Semdegac myarad daimkvidra kuTvnili adgili 

amerikuli revoluciis SemoqmedTa Soris. isev 

Zvelma samSoblom daafasa da aRiara pirvelma 

miviwyebul-gadafasebuli amerikeli revolucioneri. 
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