Diana Tkebuchava
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4337-3259
Academic Research Coordinator,
BRAMS Institute

Thomas Paine and the Pain of Common Sense
(Abstract)

KEYWORDS: Spiral of Silence, Common Sense, Treaty of Paris, Doctrine of
Reconciliation, Independence, United States (USA)

An English-born  American Founding Father, author and
revolutionary, Thomas Paine argued that if every man possessed a
pure and inviolable conscience and if everyone accepted its
judgments without hesitation, legislation would be unnecessary.
This enduring idea, articulated in Rights of Man, is offered as a
rejoinder to Edmund Burke’s Reflections on the Revolution in
France. The two writers present contrasting interpretations of the
events that culminated in the Treaty of Paris (1783) and the end of
the war between the United States and Great Britain.

Edmund Burke is credited with popularising the phrase
“Fourth Estate” to denote the press. Thomas Paine’s Common
Sense demonstrates how the written word, deployed at the right
moment and in the appropriate context, can shape public opinion
and bring about profound change.

The fifteen years between the publication of Common Sense
and Rights of Man trace Paine’s evolution from a provincial
English youth of unremarkable background into a central political
figure in American history. After two failed marriages and a
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succession of unsatisfactory employments, Paine moved to
London, where the mathematician George Lewis Scott introduced
him to Benjamin Franklin. With Franklin’s support and letters of
recommendation, Paine emigrated to America in 1774.

For eighteen months, Paine edited the Pennsylvania
Magazine in Philadelphia and became deeply enmeshed in the
volatile politics of revolutionary America. On 10 January 1776,
Common Sense was published; in it, the man often dubbed the
“Father of the American Revolution” argued that America’s cause
should be framed not merely as resistance to taxation but as a
demand for independence. His fifty-page pamphlet sold an
estimated 500,000 copies and was a financial success; Paine
relinquished his share of the profits to support the American
army.

Common Sense exposed a stark truth: the doctrine of
reconciliation was untenable, tantamount to death. Paine also
declared that “the cause of America is, in a great measure, the
cause of all mankind.” For more than two centuries, the United
States has profoundly assimilated Paine’s idea, carrying it through
successive international and domestic political endeavours.
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