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From 1995 to 2004, Teimuraz Mamatsashvili served as
Georgia’s first Ambassador to the United Kingdom and the
Republic of Ireland, holding the rank of Ambassador
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary. His tenure left an indelible
mark on Britain’s public and official imagination: in 2015, at a
Buckingham Palace New Year’s reception attended by Revaz
Gachechiladze, then Georgia’s serving ambassador, the Duke of
Edinburgh remarked on Mamatsashvili’s distinguished bearing
and attire — an endorsement that bespoke the lasting resonance of
his diplomatic persona more than a decade after his departure.

Mr and Mrs Mamatsashvili were frequent guests at
commemorations of Shakespeare’s birthday, occasions on which
Teimuraz habitually wore the chokha, the emblematic Georgian
national dress that signifies unity, dignity and historical memory.
At one such event, he captivated an audience of 740 by producing
Georgian cognac from flasks concealed in his chokha, drawing a
ceremonial dagger to place beside him on the tribune, and
delivering a toast that fused cultural pride with conciliatory
rhetoric: “May there be peace in our families. I come to you with
peace... It is an honour to be here in the birthplace of the great
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William Shakespeare... Wine is our gift to humanity, just as
Shakespeare and the English language are yours. Let us toast to
Shakespeare’s significance worldwide.” The speech received a
sustained standing ovation, illustrating how performative gestures
and embodied symbolism can translate into effective soft power.

Mamatsashvili’s cultural diplomacy extended beyond
ceremonial flourish. He championed Georgia at Vinopolis, where
a Georgian hall proclaimed the country’s claim as the homeland
of wine, and he facilitated touring engagements for the
Marjanishvili Theatre in Scotland. Economically, he intervened to
avert the dissolution and sale of the Georgian fishing fleet under
the Saakashvili administration, and in partnership with the head of
the European Bank, he helped to establish banking institutions in
Georgia. He promoted Georgian art — securing a personal London
exhibition for the prodigious nine-year-old Beso Kazaishvili — and
supported the establishment of a Georgian church in London,
which consolidated ties with the expatriate community.

Mamatsashvili cultivated cordial relations with numerous
foreign envoys and engaged in dialogue with the Russian
ambassador on the fraught issue of Abkhazia, though such
exchanges were at times impeded by Moscow’s diplomatic
posture. Compelled to resign by the Georgian government in
2004, he nonetheless left England with a reputation for
professionalism and cultural advocacy. His nine years of service
exemplify how diplomatic representation, when allied to
ceremonial eloquence and practical initiatives, can effect enduring
cultural and institutional ties between nations.
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