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After the Second World War, the Korean Peninsula was
bifurcated into two states: the North, under Soviet influence, and
the South, aligned with the United States. In June 1950, North
Korea crossed the 38th parallel, breaching the armistice line and
initiating the Korean War; Kim Il-sung’s designs on reunification,
despite Soviet reluctance and Stalin’s assessment of the South’s
superior forces, precipitated an invasion that drew direct
American intervention. Three years of pitched combat, vast
civilian suffering and military losses — by some estimates
approaching three million casualties — concluded not with a peace
treaty but with an armistice signed on 27 July 1953. The conflict
endures in historical memory as one of the twentieth century’s
most devastating, and its legacy shaped mutual perceptions: in
Pyongyang, the United States came to be regarded as a perpetual
adversary and reunification under northern leadership became a
thwarted objective.

North Korea’s calendrical practice likewise reflects the
regime’s identity politics. From 1997 until 2024, the state
employed two systems in parallel: the internationally standard
Gregorian calendar and the domestically significant Juche
calendar, which counts years from 1912, the birth year of Kim
[l-sung. This dual dating convention encapsulates the regime’s
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insistence on a founding myth while remaining formally engaged
with global temporal norms.

The state’s information apparatus rests on two
complementary pillars: censorship and propaganda. Print media
are tightly circumscribed; the government permits a small, vetted
number of newspapers, each subject to rigorous editorial
supervision. Broadcasting is even more restricted: television
offers only a handful of channels, predominantly devoted to sport,
education and state messaging, while central radio and the Korean
Central Broadcasting Service serve as the principal news sources.
High-profile presenters such as Ri Chun-hee — long associated
with the Central Broadcasting Service — play both performative
and pedagogical roles, rehearsing official tones and training
successive cohorts of announcers even as they rarely front the
most sensitive bulletins themselves.

Censorship in North Korea is overt and punitive: foreign
radio and television reception is proscribed, and access to genuine
independent media is effectively nonexistent. Internet access is
extremely limited and tightly controlled; the majority of citizens
encounter an isolated intranet of domestic content or, at best, a
curated set of foreign sites, chiefly Chinese. A small elite enjoy
broader connectivity, but for most, the global web remains
inaccessible. Some resourceful individuals circumvent restrictions
by using Chinese receivers to access external broadcasts or by
importing digital content on USB drives and other portable media.

Despite the state’s efforts to contain information, cultural
transmission of foreign material persists. Film and television have
become particularly important conduits: South Korean dramas
and Hollywood films circulate clandestinely, exchanged via
memory cards and shared on local devices, thereby chipping away
at the informational barrier the regime attempts to erect. Such
illicit flows demonstrate both the limits of authoritarian control in
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the digital age and the demand among North Koreans for
alternative perspectives.

International indices reflect this constrained environment.
Freedom House, for example, places North Korea at the lowest
ranks for information freedom, typically adjacent to other
severely repressive states. This numerical ranking confirms a
qualitative reality: the state maintains an information ecosystem
designed to insulate citizens from contestatory narratives while
saturating public discourse with regime-affirming messages.

External flows of information about North Korea, however,
do not provide straightforward mirrors of internal reality. The
regime faces both domestic propaganda directed at its population
and a parallel external environment in which adversarial actors
disseminate disinformation about Pyongyang. The article
documents how foreign media, particularly those from states at
odds with North Korea, frequently propagate distorted accounts
that are difficult to verify given restricted access to primary
sources. Such distortions take multiple forms — from outright
fabrications to selective reporting and analytically unsound
inferences — and they can achieve virality through international
news circuits, thereby shaping perceptions in ways that may serve
particular geopolitical aims.

The piece systematically analyses these phenomena,
showing how both state-manufactured narratives and hostile
external misinformation converge to complicate any accurate
appraisal of North Korean society and politics. By examining
media structures, transmission channels and the patterns of mis-
and disinformation, the study demonstrates how information
control functions as an instrument of regime consolidation while
simultaneously  exposing the methodological difficulties
confronting scholars and journalists attempting to reconstruct an
evidentially robust account of life inside North Korea.
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