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The article evaluates David Kartvelishvili’s essay, “Otar
Chkheidze, the English Classic Novel, and More.” It highlights a
crucial juncture in Georgia’s early 1940s socio-political history,
when Otar Chkheidze stood on the threshold of his literary debut.
In that turbulent period, socialist realism had become the Soviet
Union’s sole sanctioned artistic doctrine; most creative production
conformed to rigid conventions and functioned primarily as an
instrument of the Communist Party.

Against this backdrop, Chkheidze had to determine his
fundamental aesthetic principles — style, narrative structure and
other constituent elements of literary craft —which demanded
continual development, refinement and eventual mastery.
Publication in newspapers and periodicals controlled by an
authoritarian regime and subject to Soviet censorship was
exceptionally difficult; writers also risked having their work

disregarded by state publishing houses.
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Otar Chkheidze’s life and oeuvre are characterised by a
pronounced paradox: he combined classical realism with
experimental techniques to forge a distinctive artistic identity.
David Kartvelishvili’s essay seeks to delineate this intricate
personal and creative portrait within an era of brutal oppression.
He investigates how Chkheidze negotiated the constraints of his
time, emphasising the dynamic interplay between tradition and
innovation in his writing.

Scholar Rostom Chkheidze offers a close reading of
Kartvelishvili’s use of artistic and aesthetic strategies to realise
his aims, praising the essay’s coherent internal architecture and
likening its concision and thoroughness to that of a monograph.
Rostom Chkheidze notes that, despite its brevity, the essay
encapsulates an extensive range of scholarly, critical and aesthetic
observations; he suggests that the work’s impact would be further

enhanced by the inclusion of additional illustrative materials.
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