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Elder Ephraim of Philotheou and Arizona was reputed to have
performed both literal miracles and acts described metaphorically
as miraculous. Accounts record how the spirit of the hieromonk
averted a 2017 plane crash, saving 22 passengers on a TUS
Airways flight from Larnaca to Haifa when the Cypriot pilot,
Panagiotis, suddenly fainted; such an event resists rational
explanation and invites only faith and a Prayer of Thanksgiving.
St Anthony Greek Orthodox Monastery, founded in the
Sonoran Desert, Arizona, by Elder Ephraim, and the adjacent
garden he and his industrious, devout brothers -cultivated,
symbolise the boundlessness of human possibility. This, too, may
be regarded as a miracle — but a tangible one. The modern wonder
was created by six Orthodox monks in four months, with their
own hands and faith in God’s aid. Today, the orange and olive
groves, orchards and a small vineyard, together with paved paths,
gazebos and Spanish fountains, draw not only pilgrims but also
casual visitors; some 25,000 people enter this oasis of faith in the
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desert each year. St Anthony’s ranks third in popularity in
Arizona, after the Grand Canyon and Sedona’s red rocks.

Born in Volos, Greece, on 24 June 1927, loannis Moraitis
underwent a long and arduous journey before becoming an
emblematic Athonite elder. To provide spiritual support for Greek
immigrants, Father Ephraim founded seventeen monasteries and a
nursing home in the United States and Canada — an extraordinary
achievement, verging on the miraculous, by which the grace of
Orthodox Christianity spread rapidly across North America.

Jesus said, “For many be called, but few chosen” (Matthew
20:16). Elder Ephraim was, to many, one of the chosen. Until his
final breath, he strove to help, warn and guide the faithful,
preparing them for the afterlife to come.On 7 December 2019,
Archimandrite Ephraim of Philotheou and Arizona reposed in the
Lord at about 10 pm local time at St Anthony Monastery. Shortly
before his death, he foretold that an “undeclared war” would
begin two months after his passing and claim many lives; that
prophecy was fulfilled when the COVID-19 pandemic swept most
countries. The full spiritual and physical toll of the coronavirus on
humanity remains uncertain. Ephraim of Arizona exhorted his
spiritual children to persevere and to continue praying to the Lord.
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