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John Dewey’s influence extends far beyond philosophy to
encompass psychology, pedagogy and the science of education.
His pragmatism places a premium on nurturing socially engaged
individuals; accordingly, he variously characterised his thought as
a comprehensive theory of upbringing. In works such as School
and Society, The Child and the Curriculum, The School of the
Future, Democracy and Education, and FExperience and
Education, Dewey articulated an account of education that
privileges experience, inquiry and democratic participation as the
foundations of both learning and character formation.

At the heart of Dewey’s contribution lies a sustained
critique of traditional transmissive models of schooling. In such
models, the teacher occupies a dominant, directive position and
the pupil is largely a passive repository of facts and procedures.
Dewey rejected this asymmetry and argued instead for an
interactive pedagogy in which teacher and pupil collaborate in
purposive activity. Learning becomes experimental and reflective:
pupils formulate hypotheses, test them in practice, observe
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outcomes, revise their thinking and acquire skills and dispositions
through active engagement rather than by rote absorption. This
epistemic and moral orientation makes pupil agency and freedom
of choice normative priorities, since preparing young people to
participate as full members of a democratic society requires
cultivating their judgment, responsibility and capacity for
cooperative deliberation.

The Georgian educational context offers a revealing case
study for assessing both the reception and the limitations of
Deweyan ideas in practice. Georgian scholars in philosophy,
psychology and education have long acknowledged the value of
Dewey’s thought, and numerous studies and pedagogical debates
in the country explicitly invoke his work. Nevertheless, the
profound political and institutional dislocations that followed the
collapse of the Soviet Union severely inhibited the translation of
these theoretical commitments into sustained pedagogical reform.
Institutional weakening — exemplified here by the abolition of the
Institute of Pedagogy in 2006, the closure of pedagogical
departments and the marginalisation of pedagogy within the
national curriculum — eroded the infrastructure necessary for
robust teacher education and professional renewal.

This structural retrenchment, the author argues, has
produced tangible conceptual and practical deficits in many
teachers” knowledge and classroom practice. A thinning of
disciplinary rigour has engendered confusion over foundational
distinctions — for example, between ‘psyche’ and ‘mind’, or
between ‘culture’ and ‘civilisation’ — and such conceptual
imprecision, in turn, undermines sound pedagogical judgement.
Imported reform models — often advocated by international
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advisers and framed for general developing-country contexts — are
criticised here as poorly matched to Georgia’s specific
circumstances; implemented piecemeal, they have produced
fragmented changes unsupported by the theoretical frameworks or
institutional infrastructure required for sustainable improvement.

The recent stagnation of reform efforts, a condition
exacerbated by the COVID-19 pandemic, has produced
ambivalent effects. On the one hand, interrupted initiatives have
prevented the realisation of some intended improvements; on the
other, they have forestalled the further deployment of policies
that, in practice, proved deleterious. The overall implication is
emphatic: meaningful educational renewal in Georgia requires
both conceptual clarity and sustained institutional investment.
Reconstituted teacher-education structures, a revaluation of
pedagogy within the national curriculum and a reflective
engagement with international ideas that respect local intellectual
traditions and capacities are indispensable.

Only by rebuilding institutional capacity and restoring
conceptual rigour can Deweyan principles of active, democratic
education be realised in ways that are contextually appropriate
and pedagogically effective. Such renewal would enable Georgian
educators to translate the promise of experiential, inquiry-based
learning into classroom practices that foster critical thought, civic
competence and the dispositions necessary for participation in a
democratic public life.
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