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While a draft of the United States Constitution was still
incomplete, the Electoral College had already been established.
From that, the institution has been used to elect the President — the
head of the executive branch of the United States, who also serves
as head of state and Commander-in-Chief of the armed forces.

The Electoral College is a significant mechanism that helps
to preserve the functioning of American federalism. Nevertheless,
questions have repeatedly been raised about its fairness.
Controversy arose following the presidential elections of 2000
and 2016, when the successful candidates received fewer popular
votes than their opponents. As a consequence of this peculiarity of
the Electoral College, candidates who won the popular vote have
on occasion lost the presidency.

At first glance, the Electoral College may appear
undemocratic, posing a challenge to the principle of popular
sovereignty. However, the system embodies other constitutional

values: it enshrines federalism by giving states a formal role in
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presidential selection and helps to secure their meaningful
political participation.

This article is the first study of the institution in the
Georgian language and is intended primarily to provide a basic
overview. Owing to its distinctive character, the Electoral College
merits closer attention from Georgian scholars. Both electoral law
and public policy are relevant to a comprehensive study of the
United States’ Electoral College.

The article also considers the Founding Fathers’ views on
democracy and their desire to curb impulsive popular decisions.
Many leading thinkers of the period were reluctant to entrust
unchecked majorities with unfettered power and therefore
designed institutional checks at the Republic’s founding. The
Electoral College can thus be understood as rooted in a concern —
rather than simple distrust — that the electorate might not always
make prudent choices.

Time has demonstrated the system’s resilience: the
mechanism devised by the Founders has survived political turmoil
and helped to integrate the states into national decision-making,
thereby limiting threats from anti-Union movements — apart from
a notable interval in 1961-64. On political and legal grounds, a
sudden, overwhelming upset appears unlikely in the near future.
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