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Almost 300 years ago, probably in 1728, Johann Sebastian Bach 
composed one of his cantatas for New Year’s day,1 which was 
performed in one of the city of Leipzig’s churches. The bass 
recitative intones a prayer to God for protection from fire, disease, 
and war (“Behüt uns dieses Jahr / Für Feuer, Pest und 
Kriegsgefahr!”).2 In our own time we seem to have advanced very 
little since then (or, we have advanced and subsequently 
decayed), for these selfsame preoccupations are again uppermost 
in our minds as we launch into 2021. 

In Bach’s day, “Fire” may have simply been the danger of 
urban conflagration (cf. the Great Fire of London in 1666), albeit 
that a more cataclysmic significance has biblical authority.3 With 
modern medical practice in its (pre)infancy (especially 
considering a certain regression following the pioneering work of 
Paracelsus, born Theophrastus von Hohenheim8 200 years 
earlier), infectious disease, in particular, was a real danger (cf. the 
Great Plague of London in 1665). As for war, the preceding 
decade had experienced a number of hostilities against the 
Ottomans by Austria and Venice, and belligerent aggression by 
Spain. 

Moving forward to our own time, although cataclysmic 
destruction by fire (by triggering the explosion of a significant 
proportion of the stockpiled nuclear warheads) was a real 
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possibility during the Cold War, the best contemporary 
interpretation is that it refers to the threat of global warming. Its 
destructive action will be slow and insidious (unless some 
unsuspected nonlinearities in the world Gestalt suddenly emerge). 
Gradual global warming is already an undisputed reality (even if 
the cause remains controversial),4 and if unchecked could well 
lead to the extinction of Homo sapiens. 

“Disease” very aptly refers to the growing antimicrobial 
resistance of bacteria and other microbes, which has greatly 
attenuated the ability of a modern medical practice to tackle many 
infectious diseases. If present trends continue, pharmacotherapy 
will soon become almost completely impotent against microbial 
pathogens.9,10 This issue is now being discussed at the highest 
levels. For example, the UK Prime Minister announced a review 
on antimicrobial resistance in July 2014.11 

As for war, the general public could be forgiven if they had 
lost count of the number of military conflicts presently going on 
around the world. Many of them are too remote and minor in the 
extent to merit the attention of journalists, but some of them are 
flanked by prominent terrorist actions such as the explosions and 
shooting on 13 November 2015 in Paris, the effects of which were 
and are being felt far beyond that city. 

The cantata continues, “Gib unsrer Obrigkeit / und dem 
gesamten Lande / Dein Heil des Segens zu erkennen”. In Bach’s 
day the meaning of “Dein Heil des Segens” would have been 
understood clearly enough and especially appropriately mentioned 
around Christmas. In our own time, much uncertainty prevails. 
Prince Charles of the United Kingdom, in line to inherit the title 
“Fidei defensor”, has suggested he would prefer to be known as a 
defender of the faiths, in the plural. Perhaps the best we can do in 
our time is to ask those in authority to abide by the seven “Nolan 
principles” formulated by the Committee on Standards in Public 
Life.5 One would think that this does not present an insuperable 
challenge, but the general public has probably also lost count of 
the number of public scandals, including fraudulent claims for 
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expenses by UK Members of Parliament (2009), phone hacking 
by journalists at the News of the World (2011), and the fraudulent 
manipulation of the London Interbank Offered Rate (LIBOR) by 
colluding traders (2012). 

When it comes to the European Union, the opportunities for 
fraud are enormously multiplied due to the size and complexity of 
the organisation. The report Financial Control and Fraud in the 
Community12 quotes the Court of Auditors report asserting that 
“there has been ‘little or no improvement’ in the Community’s 
financial management, despite repeated criticisms made in 
previous reports... the Commission and the Member States ‘have 
generally not succeeded in establishing clear, coherent and 
effective administrative control systems’”. That was for 1992. 

Moving on to 2013, the European Court of Auditors (ECA) 
noted that “Payments for 2013 are materially affected by error. 
The ECA, therefore, gives an adverse opinion on their legality and 
regularity”.13 It is sometimes argued that the estimated error rate 
(close to 5%) is nevertheless a small percentage; it could equally 
cogently be argued that breaches of the spirit of probity are much 
worse than these documented breaches of the letter of the law. 
The expenses claimed by members of the European parliament 
are an egregious example of the former. 

Hermann von Keyserling quotes a Dresden bookseller: 
“Before, when we still had a King, I could close up my shop and 
go home and look up to the lights in the castle with a feeling of 
security; on holiday evenings he was still at work, on things 
beyond my understanding. Today I feel insecure. I need a close-
fitting coat to feel safe in my skin”.14 It seems that since then that 
has become a permanent characteristic of our affairs. Man was 
created in God’s image, but with all the technology at his 
disposal, he is unable to order his affairs in a laudable fashion. 

Or does the problem lie in “unsrer Obrigkeit”? What, 
people are now asking, the added value does it bring? Even more 
strident exhortations from above to reduce carbon emissions, 
alcohol consumption, water usage, et cetera, et cetera, 
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increasingly fall on deaf ears. Disenchantment with “unsrer 
Obrigkeit” goes far beyond more or less petty scandals and fraud; 
it now appears that numerous high-level regulatory agencies (the 
European Food Safety Authority is a notorious example) are 
riddled with corruption driven by venality. Nevertheless, given 
our complex urban society and industrial infrastructure,6 some 
organisation is very necessary. This limits what might be 
achievable by “intelligent anarchy”. The production of books and 
the construction and programming of Internet servers, very 
necessary for the dissemination of information, the operation of 
railways and airlines for bringing us to meetings, and the 
maintenance of supply chains for food and other basic necessities 
all rely on an intricate web of human relationships. 

Perhaps the greatest danger comes from growing 
resentment, by a growing proportion of the general population, of 
the abuses that people can get away with.7 Such resentment could 
gradually percolate throughout society, paralysing its functioning 
as we know it. Sustaining our intricate society requires adherence 
to, nay, the upholding of, an almost ineffable way of doing things. 
The unassuming devotion to duty (as well as countless other 
ramifications) is so necessary for the harmonious living together 
and well-being of a nation. Ominously, the “genuine progress 
indicator” (GPI) seems to have reached a plateau around 1978.15 
One of the corollaries of that observation is that the world 
economy may never now recover from the latest series of 
recessions and the global economic standstill related to the 
COVID-19 pandemic lockdowns unless there is some truly radical 
change of policy. 

Be that as it may, some sort of progress might be possible 
via a way intermediate between centralised control within ever-
larger units (such as the European Union) and the uncoordinated 
actions of individuals: regarding healthcare, for example, 
individual hospitals could decide on their own policies for 
tackling antimicrobial resistance, and individuals decide on their 
own personal lifestyles to maintain good health. Such a working 
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out of subsidiarity would represent highly effective exploitation of 
today’s almost universal dissemination of information on almost 
every conceivable topic. 
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saaxalwlo kantata anu `ra giTxraT, 

riT gagaxaroT?!~ britanulad 
 

(anotacia) 
 

sakvanZo sityvebi: antimikrobuli rezistentoba, globalu-
ri daTboba, samecniero komunikacia, 
mefe, evrokavSiri, i.s. baxi 

 
 
lamis sami saukunis winaT, savaraudod, 1728 

wels iohan sebastian baxma Seqmna kantata `ufalo, 

Seni saxeliviT maradiulia dideba Seni~, romlis 

premierac laifcigis erT-erT eklesiaSi Sedga 1729 

wlis 1 ianvars. poet pikanderis (1700-1764) teqsts 

locvad aRavlens reCitativi banis partiaSi: `dagvi-

fare am wlis ganmavlobaSi cecxlis, sneulebisa da 

omis safrTxeTagan!~ etyoba, kacobrioba didad win 

ar wasula mas Semdeg (anda progress regresi wamoe-

wia), radgan isev im sami dardiT SevxvdiT 2021 wel-

sac. 

germaneli kompozitoris epoqaSi `cecxli~ iseT 

urbanul katastrofas gulisxmobda, rogoric iyo, 

magaliTad, 1666 wlis londonis didi xanZari. medi-

cinis ganviTarebis imdroindel etapze gansakuTre-

bul saSiSroebas infeqciuri daavadebebi warmoad-

genda. amis nimuSad, 1665 wlis Savi Wiris gaxsenebac 

kmara. rac Seexeba oms, aTiode wliT adre avstriisa 
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da veneciis teritoriaze ramdenime brZola gaimarTa 

osmaleTis winaaRmdeg, rasac daemata espaneTis sam-

xedro agresia. 

arc ufro axlo warsulis analizia ukeTesi. 

`civi omis~ periodSi msoflio araerTxel aRmoCnda 

atomuri safrTxis winaSe. `cecxli~ globaluri 

daTbobis saxiT gamogvecxada da Tu am process ar 

SevaCerebT, katastroful Sedegs miviRebT, homo sa-

piensis gadaSenebis albaTobiT. `sneuleba~, eWvsgare-

Sea, baqteriebisa da mikrobebis mzard mdgradobas 

gulisxmobs, ris gamoc infeqciur daavadebebTan 

brZolaSi Tanamedrove medicina xSirad marcxdeba. 

ase Tu gagrZelda, farmakologia male uZluri aR-

moCndeba mikrobuli paTogenebis (daavadebis gamom-

wvevebis) winaSe. safrTxe imdenad seriozulia, rom 

umaRles samTavrobo doneze midis msjeloba. 

XXI saukunis msoflioSi ise momravlda samxed-

ro konfliqtebi, rom rigiT moqalaqes Tu saTvala-

vi aeria, epatieba. zogi movlena ise Sorsaa, mediis 

yuradRebas verc iqcevs, im Semzaravi teroristuli 

aqtebisgan gansxvavebiT, safrangeTSi, SeerTebul 

StatebSi, axal zelandiasa da gaerTianebul same-

foSi rom moxda. am tragediebma epicentridan Sor 

manZilze gamoiwvies rezonansi. 

saaxalwlo kantatis libreto Semdegi sityve-

biT grZeldeba: `dae, aRiaros Cvenma xelisuflebam 

da mTelma qveynierebam Seni kurTxevis mxsneli Za-

la~. baxis epoqaSi mosaxleobas gacilebiT ukeT es-

moda `RvTiuri kurTxevis mxsneli Zalis~ mniSvne-
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loba da ufro Rrmadac swamda, gansakuTrebiT, So-

ba-axali wlis periodSi. 

Cvens saukuneSi adamianebi yvelafers eWvis Tva-

liT uyureben uTvalavi politikuri Tu ekonomiku-

ri skandalis gamo. ukmayofilo xalxis xma sul uf-

ro xSirad askdeba yru kedlebs. wvrilman skanda-

lebsa da TaRliTobebs karga xania ufro seriozu-

li danaSauli daemata. meqrTameobiT nasazrdoebma 

korufciam sasicocxlod mniSvnelovan organizaci-

ebSi gaidga fesvebi. magaliTisTvis avadsaxsenebeli 

sursaTis uvneblobis evropuli samsaxuric (EFSA) 

sakmarisia. 

evrokavSiris SemTxvevaSi, TaRliTobaTa varian-

tebi erTi orad matulobs am organizaciis zomisa 

da SesaZleblobebis gamo. angariSebis weras bolo 

ar uCans, magram saTanado finansuri kontrolis 

damyarebasa da maqinaciebis mospobas arafriT daad-

ga saSveli. 2013 wels evropis auditorTa sasamar-

Tlom (ECA) daaskvna, rom evrokavSirSi dafiqsire-

buli gadaxdebis problema mavneobis Sedegi iyo da 

Riad uwoda `ukanono da arakanonzomieri~, Tumca, 

saTqmeli politikurad koreqtulad Camoayaliba. ga-

daxarjvis gamo warmoqmnil finansur garRvevasTan 

dakavSirebiT evroparlamentarebma Tavi imiT imar-

Tles, rom 5%-iani cdomileba arc ise didiao. saka-

maToa, sindisSi arsebuli sulieri garRvevebia ua-

resi Tu – kanonis uzenaesobaSi dokumentirebuli. 

germaneli filosofosi herman fon keizerlin-

gi (1880-1946) erTi drezdeneli wigniTmovaWris naT-
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qvams ixsenebs: `maSin, roca jer kidev gvyavda mefe, 

davketavdi Cems maRazias, wavidodi Sin da, ganaTebu-

li cixe-koSkis Semxedvare, Tavs usafrTxod 

vgrZnobdi. monarqi xom uqmeebzec gvianobamde muSa-

obda raRac mniSvnelovan sakiTxebze. axla Tavs 

sruliad daucvelad vgrZnob. tanze labadis mWid-

rod Semoxveva mWirdeba, guli rom saguleSi Camid-

ges~. teqnikis miRwevebis miuxedavad, RvTis xatad 

Seqmnili adamiani mainc uZluria, sakuTari cxovre-

ba rom waRma marTos. 

WeSmaritad radikaluri cvlilebebi Tu ar da-

inerga, msoflio, SesaZloa, veRarasodes dadges 

fexze recesiebisa da koronavirusuli pandemiiT ga-

mowveuli globaluri umoqmedobis Sedegad. valde-

bulebebisadmi Tavdauzogavi erTguleba iqneba amo-

savali principi erTa keTildReobisa da adamianTa 

harmoniuli TanacxovrebisaTvis. baxis saaxalwlo 

kantatis finaluri taepis perifraziT unda SevdgaT 

fexi momaval 2021-Si: tkbili sityviTa da keTili 

guliszraxvebiT, kurTxeuli axali weli dagvbede-

bodes. 


