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“What I have most wanted to do over the past ten years is to
elevate political writing into an art form,” wrote George Orwell,
the master of speech and thought. He successfully achieved this
goal. However, as the master of political satire, Eric Arthur
Blair—better known as George Orwell—displays a degree of bias
in his literary criticism. To put it mildly, he risks adopting a
maximalist stance when appraising the works of his peers. His
essay “Mark Twain — The Licensed Jester,” along with his views
on contemporary German, Italian, and Russian literature, serves
as clear evidence of his subjectivity.

According to his biographer, George Orwell’s life and
creative strategy revolved around a constant escape from the
camp of the victors. This raises a significant question: how is it
that the winner often lacks a sense of justice? If this is indeed the
case, what is the true meaning of victory? The truth can function
as both a restriction and a liberation, acting as shackles and wings
simultaneously, embodying a form of moral heroism. People often
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struggle to maintain balance while navigating such precarious
situations.

Despite the validity of George Orwell’s general principles,
his views become increasingly radical when assessing writers
from specific countries or the works of particular authors. His
assertion that literature dies and ceases to exist under totalitarian
governments is quite controversial and may be regarded as
unacceptable. For instance, Raffaello Giovagnoli
wrote Spartacus during the ideological repression in Italy.
Furthermore, numerous literary masterpieces were created in the
Georgian language during the Soviet era at great risk to the
authors’ lives amidst severe repression. In fact, literature did not
perish during the totalitarian Soviet regime; instead, it fought for
survival like the “leaves of grass”—to quote Walt Whitman—
pushing through asphalt.

A similar situation unfolded in Mussolini’s Italy and Nazi
Germany, where literature thrived despite oppression and the
ever-present threat of persecution. Many talented writers emerged
and flourished during those dark times. Despite the well-
documented facts and the recognition of these literary figures,
George Orwell appeared unable to acknowledge that a true author
can remain internally free under any political regime, and that no
one or nothing can silence their literary voice.

George Orwell succeeded in transforming political literature
into art; however, the English author struggled to appreciate the
contributions of his fellow writers from different countries.
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