
 

BRAMS 2021 Nov                                     ISSN 2667-9299 (print) 
Volume 2, Issue 5                                  ISSN 2960-9348 (online) 

64 

Dachi De Graff 
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5838-9440 

Student, St Dimitri Kipiani College 
 
 

Recalling the Red Baron 
 

(Abstract) 
 

KEYWORDS:  Manfred Richthofen, Red Baron, Pilot, Ace, Aerial Combat, 
Squadron, World War I, Propaganda, Germany 

 
 

Manfred von Richthofen occupies a singular place in the cultural 
memory of the First World War: an emblematic figure whose life 
and death came to encapsulate an era of aerial combat, aristocratic 
duty and martial charisma. Born into the Silesian landed gentry in 
1892, he rose in less than three years from a novice officer to the 
highest-scoring German fighter ace, acquiring in the process a 
stardom that reached far beyond military circles. His red-painted 
Fokker triplane, his habit of understatement, and the extraordinary 
tally of his victories transmuted a professional aviator into a 
mythic persona – the “Red Baron” – whose story has been retold 
in histories, memoirs and popular imagination. Yet beneath the 
legend lies a complex human career: a sequence of upbringing, 
training, adaptation and introspection that helps explain both the 
man’s prowess and the broader phenomenon of aerial chivalry in 
the war. 

Richthofen’s early life followed the trajectory of a Prussian 
aristocratic family that prized military service and disciplined 
education. He was privately tutored until the age of nine, spent a 
year at school in Schweidnitz, and – at his father’s insistence – 
entered the Cadet Corps at Wahlstatt at eleven. He later wrote that 



 

BRAMS 2021 Nov                                     ISSN 2667-9299 (print) 
Volume 2, Issue 5                                  ISSN 2960-9348 (online) 

65 

a cadet’s life had not been his original ambition; nonetheless, 
family expectations decisively shaped his career. Having 
completed his examinations in the spring of 1911, he enlisted in 
the army and joined the 1st Regiment of Uhlans, garrisoned in 
Silesia. For the young Manfred, the regiment provided both social 
identity and the satisfactions of early officership: the epaulettes he 
received in the autumn of 1912 delighted the twenty-year-old, 
who took particular pride in being addressed as “Leutnant.” 

The outbreak of the Great War on 28 July 1914 – an event 
precipitated by Austria-Hungary’s declaration of war on Serbia in 
the wake of Archduke Franz Ferdinand’s assassination – 
transformed private lives into instruments of national 
mobilisation. Manfred von Richthofen’s wartime career opened 
with conventional cavalry service, and the early months subjected 
him to the tedium and dangers of trench logistics. He described 
his initial duties – the interminable digging, short-range dispatch 
work and the drudgery of telephone details – as monotonous and 
unsatisfying. Restless for a more direct engagement with combat, 
he petitioned for a transfer; by the end of May 1915, he had 
secured a place in the Flying Service. The shift from horse to 
machine inaugurated a new phase in which technical skill, rapid 
decision-making and an appetite for risk became decisive. 

Richthofen’s first encounters with the air war were 
formative. He initially served as an observer, a role that permitted 
quicker deployment to the front and immediate exposure to the 
experience of flight. Even during those tentative months, he was 
struck by the novel perspective the sky afforded: the view of the 
world from altitude impressed him and shaped his understanding 
of reconnaissance and manoeuvre. Under the tutelage of more 
experienced pilots – most notably Oberleutnant Georg Zeumer – 
he learned the rudiments of flying and reconnaissance. On 25 
December 1915, he passed his third examination and finally 
qualified as a pilot. That qualification was no mere professional 
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milestone; it marked the transition from passive observer to active 
operator of aerial violence and reconnaissance. 

From early 1916 onwards, Richthofen’s career accelerated. 
He was posted to units in which the study of aerial tactics 
assumed practical urgency. His first confirmed victory – a 
Nieuport driven down and crashed across the line – occurred on 
26 April 1916 and signalled the awakening of a remarkable 
combat aptitude. Reports of the engagement, then published in 
official communiqués, initially omitted his name; yet the episode 
initiated the sequence of successes that would distinguish him. He 
rose through the ranks of fighter pilots on the basis of skill, 
judgement and an aptitude for the aggressive yet disciplined 
piloting that contemporary doctrine prized. 

The arrival of Oswald Boelcke as a leading figure in 
German aerial tactics provided an important influence. Boelcke, 
already celebrated and a recipient of the Pour le Mérite, had 
codified practical rules of engagement that combined formation 
discipline with opportunities for individual initiative. In August 
1916, Boelcke personally selected pilots for his squadron; 
Richthofen – though initially reluctant to press his own candidacy 
– was offered a place and embraced the opportunity. Under 
Boelcke’s influence, he absorbed a system of cooperative tactics 
that enhanced survivability and lethality in an increasingly lethal 
air environment. The association with Boelcke and other skilled 
pilots helped Richthofen sharpen his approach to combat and to 
leadership. 

By September 1916, Richthofen was achieving measurable 
success. A notable engagement on 17 September resulted in an 
experienced British pilot being forced down in German lines; that 
encounter was recorded as Richthofen’s first officially registered 
air victory and prefaced a rapid accumulation of further triumphs. 
As his tally increased, he received distinction, culminating in 
appointment as commander of Jasta 11 and, shortly thereafter, the 
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award of the Pour le Mérite – the Blue Max – at the age of 
twenty-four. His capacity to combine personal skill with 
command competence made him a figure of both operational and 
symbolic importance. 

Richthofen’s decision to paint his aircraft bright red was at 
once practical and performative. The vivid hue made his plane 
recognisable at a distance and became the visual signature of his 
persona; contemporaries on both sides of the conflict devised 
names for him that reflected that striking emblem – the “Red 
Knight” in British accounts, “Der Rote Kampfflieger” in German 
reportage, and the colloquial “Red Baron” that has endured. 
Under his command, Jasta 11 set a precedent for individuality 
within an organisation: other pilots personalised their machines in 
lively colours, and under Richthofen’s leadership, the squadron 
acquired a reputation for aggressiveness and esprit de corps. In 
June 1917, he consolidated this example further by assembling 
Jagdgeschwader 1 (JG 1), popularly known as “The Flying 
Circus.” The unit’s nickname derived from its painted aircraft, its 
frequent rail movements between sectors and the tented 
accommodation the contingent commonly used – elements that 
together suggested both the mobility and theatricality of modern 
air warfare. 

Richthofen’s record during the spring of 1917 – particularly 
during the Battle of Arras – was prodigious. In April alone, he 
claimed twenty-two British aircraft, including an astonishing four 
in a single day, driving his count to fifty-two by the conclusion of 
that phase of operations. Operational success reinforced his 
growing fame and established a model of concentrated aerial 
leadership. Yet the human cost of that success became painfully 
evident as the war continued: comrades and friends died in quick 
succession, and few of his contemporaries reached advanced age. 
By early 1918, the attrition of war had narrowed the circle of 
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surviving aces; Manfred von Richthofen remained the most 
prominent. 

The circumstances of his death on 21 April 1918 have 
inspired sustained debate among historians. On that spring 
morning, Richthofen pursued Lieutenant Wilfrid “Wop” May of 
No. 209 Squadron RAF over the Somme valley. In the mêlée, 
Captain Arthur Roy Brown intervened in an attempt to assist 
May, and ground fire from Australian and British positions 
peppered the air. Shortly after midday, Richthofen was struck by a 
bullet and, mortally wounded, managed to land his Fokker 
triplane in territory held by Australian forces. He lived for a few 
minutes after touching down; Sergeant Edward Smout reported 
that Richthofen spoke a few words, of which the word “Kaputt” 
was discernible. The precise source of the fatal shot – whether 
from anti-aircraft fire, ground-based machine-guns, or the rifle of 
an Australian infantryman such as Sergeant Cedric Popkin – 
remains contested. Nevertheless, the image of the Red Baron 
landing and dying amid hostile soldiers contributed a tragic coda 
to a career that had been at once spectacular and emblematic. 

Beyond the operational narrative, Richthofen’s published 
reflections and private writings reveal a thoughtful temperament. 
His autobiography, and in particular the essay “Reflections in a 
Dugout,” has continued to attract readers well after the war’s end. 
He wrote with a combination of self-effacement and reflective 
candour, emphasising the skill and courage of comrades more 
readily than aggrandising his own deeds. That humility – a 
deliberate modesty – forms part of his public persona: he 
undersold his abilities, acknowledged his errors and thereby 
cultivated an image of the professional soldier rather than the 
nationalist demagogue. This comportment lent his memoirs a 
distinctive tone and ensured their lasting popularity. 

The larger significance of Richthofen’s career lies in what it 
reveals about the character of modern war and the role of 
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individual talent within it. He was a product of social class and 
martial culture, yet his achievements cannot be reduced to mere 
artefacts of upbringing; they embodied practical mastery of 
machines, tactics and the demands of aerial combat. In the First 
World War, the fighter ace combined technical mastery with a 
chivalric aesthetic: pilots were celebrated for personal daring, 
command of their machines and adherence to an informal code of 
conduct that retained echoes of aristocratic honour, however 
strained by the brutality of conflict. In that sense, Richthofen 
personified both continuity with premodern martial ideals and an 
adaptation to the technological modernity of industrialised 
warfare. 

Reflecting on what might have been had history taken a 
different course is a natural but speculative exercise. The talents 
and energies of those who served in 1914-18 were diverted into 
destruction on an enormous scale; the war consumed generations 
of potential across Europe. Talented youths who might have 
contributed to literature, science or civic life found themselves 
instead engaged in combat, where, as anecdotes attest, social 
boundaries momentarily dissolved – the fraternisation of officers 
and adversaries in leisure pursuits such as hunting or sport 
sometimes coexisted with their formal responsibilities as 
opponents. The tragedy is double: not only were men killed, but 
the intellectual and creative futures that their lives might have 
produced were curtailed. 

The longer sweep of the twentieth century, with its far more 
devastating Second World War and numerous subsequent 
conflicts, demonstrates how technological innovation has both 
multiplied the means of killing and expanded the scale of 
violence. Richthofen’s era inaugurated the notion of aerial 
supremacy; the century that followed extended and transformed 
the character of conflict – introducing strategic bombing, 
mechanised manoeuvre, nuclear arsenals and, in our own era, 
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remote and automated systems such as drones. In this altered 
ambience, questions of moral agency, responsibility and the 
deployment of talent take new forms: how should exceptional 
capacity be channelled within societies that are also grappling 
with the destructive affordances of modern science and industry? 

Recalling Manfred von Richthofen, therefore, prompts a 
double enquiry. On the one hand, he invites us to consider the 
technical and personal virtues that made him singular: discipline, 
a capacity for rapid learning, tactical acuity and a modest 
demeanour that eschewed bombast. On the other hand, his life 
raises normative questions about the social purposes to which 
such gifts are put. If certain individuals – by accident of birth, 
temperament or training – become instruments of war, who 
decides their fate and who bears responsibility for the manner in 
which their skills are deployed? The counterfactual – had there 
been no cataclysmic war to direct youthful brilliance towards 
destruction – remains hypothetical; yet it illuminates the moral 
stakes of national policy and the contingencies of history. 

Ultimately, the Red Baron’s enduring fascination rests on 
this intermixture of personal excellence, wartime circumstance 
and cultural projection. He was a gifted pilot who mastered a new 
medium of combat, a commander who influenced squadron 
practice, and an autobiographical writer whose accounts display 
striking modesty. He died young, and his image was soon 
transmuted into legend: a symbol of courage and tragedy in equal 
measure. As the century that followed demonstrated, technical 
talent can be enlisted for creation as readily as for destruction; 
Richthofen’s biography offers a reminder of the lost possibilities 
that war both consumes and conceals. 
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1. pirvel msoflio omamde 
 

yovel epoqas Tu konkretul brZolas gansakuT-

rebuli adamiani-simbolo hyavs. manfred ambrext ba-

ron fon rixthofens1 (1892-1918) wilad xvda saxel-

ganTqmuli germaneli samxedro mfrinavis imijis 

damkvidreba pirveli msoflio omis dros. 

jer kidev sicocxleSi igi imdenad cnobili 

gaxda, rom 24 wlis asakSi avtobiografia gamosca. 

TiTqos, yvelafers detalurad aRwers Tavis wignSi, 

magram aSkarad sxvaTa gmirobasa Tu ostatobas uf-

ro gaxazavs, vidre sakuTars, Tavis sul mcire Sec-

domas ki fonad udebs. es `maRalTa Tavmdabloba~2 

xasiaTis saocar Strixad gasdevs axalgazrda pru-

siel aristokrats. igi sicocxleSive legendad iqca 

1916-1918 wlebis 19-Tvian periodSi mokavSireTa 84 

TviTmfrinavis ganadgurebisaTvis.3 misi Jolosferi 

TviTmfrinavi, `daundoblad efeqturi frenis mane-

riT~4 rom marTavda baroni fon rixthofeni, momen-

talurad gadaiqca aRfrTovanebis sagnad. 

sworupovarma mfrinavma waruSleli kvali da-

tova rogorc profesiul, ise adamianur RirsebaTa 

gamo. mas usazRvrod uyvarda samSoblo, ojaxi, me-
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gobrebi, nadiroba da sicocxle. iyo uSiSari, magram 

uazro Tavganwirvis winaaRmdegi. maqsimalisti, ro-

melsac sakuTari TavisTvis gamocdis mowyoba exa-

liseboda. ukiduresad praqtikuli da racionaluri 

adamiani imodena cxovrebiseul sibrZnes avlenda, 

realur asakTan SedarebiT orjer ufross hgavda. 

manfredi, romelsac saxeli biZis pativsacemad 

daarqves, 1892 wlis 2 maiss daibada tradiciulad, 

arasamxedro ojaxSi, romlis wevrebic, umetesad, me-

mamuleTa pastoraluri cxovrebis stils misdev-

dnen. rogorc mamis, aseve dedis mxares, ZiriTad ga-

sarTob saSualebad cxenosnoba da nadiroba hqon-

daT. sagvareulo karierul tradiciaSi siaxle man-

fredis mamam Semoitana, romelic rixthofenTagan 

pirveli gaxda profesionali samxedro. aqedan moyo-

lebuli, ojaxis araerTma wevrma iaraRiT xelSi 

samSoblos samsaxuri airCia ZiriTad saqmianobad. 

pirvel msoflio omSi manfredis eqvsi biZaSvili da-

iRupa kavaleriaSi msaxurobis dros. 

momavali piloti cxra wlamde kerZo ganaTle-

bas iRebda, Semdeg skolaSi iswavla erTi weli, xo-

lo 11 wlisa mamis surviliT kadetTa korpusSi Se-

vida. CemTvis azri aravis ukiTxavso, aRniSnavs Tavis 

mogonebebSi. manfreds erTi da ilze da ori Zma – 

loTari da bolko hyavda. pirveli msoflio omis 

msvlelobisas loTaric mfrinavi iyo, nabolara 

bolko kadetTa korpusSi swavlobda, xolo rixtho-

fenis gvaris qalebi, maT Soris ilze, daWrilebs 

uvlidnen. 

kadetTa saswavlebelSi gamwesebul manfreds 

mkacr disciplinasTan Segueba uWirda, arc wesebis 

dacviT itkiebda Tavs. swavlas Tavs ar aklavda, mag-
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ram imdens yovelTvis axerxebda, rom gamocdas up-

roblemod abarebda. praqtikuli minimalizmis prin-

cipis gamoyenebiT, pedagogTa guliswyroma aras-

dros gamouwvevia. Sesabamisad, problemas ar uqmni-

da arc sakuTar Tavs da arc ojaxs. sagnebidan uy-

varda sporti, gansakuTrebiT, tanvarjiSi, fexburTi 

da msgavsi aqtivobebi. am sferoSi ise gamoirCeoda, 

rom mravali jildo da xotbac daimsaxura meTau-

risgan. Tumca, Tavad manfredi mokrZalebulad aR-

wers sakuTar miRwevebs da gaxazavs Tavisi erTader-

Ti konkurentis, princi fridrix karlis5 mier sir-

bilsa da fexburTSi mopovebul pirvelobas. `saku-

Tari sxeuli ise ar srulvyavi varjiSiT, rogorc 

man~, aRniSna avtobiografiaSi princis Sesaxeb. 

1911 wlis gazafxulze manfredma gamosaSvebi 

gamocda Caabara da maSinve moqmed armias SeuerTda 

mis sayvarel sileziaSi,6 sadac nacnob-megobrebi 

blomad hyavda da swored maTi rCeviT gadadga es 

nabiji. 1912 wlis Semodgomaze oficris epoletebi 

moirgo da oci wlis axalgazrdas araferi uxaroda 

imaze metad, leintenants rom uwodebda vinme. am 

faqtis aRsaniSnavad mamam ulamazesi faSati, saxe-

lad santuca uyida. mis kolegas, fon vedels sam-

xedro bedauri, saxelad fandango hyavda. megobrebi 

erTad avarjiSebdnen TavianT cxenebs xtomasa da 

jiriTSi. erTxelac santucas fexi dausxlta. cxenma 

mxari daiziana, xolo manfredma laviwis Zvali moi-

texa. Tumca, jildoebsac xSirad moipovebda sabrZo-

lo bedaur blumesTan erTad. 

dro SeumCnevlad gadioda varjiSsa da garTo-

baSi, Sejibrsa da wvrTnaSi. rodesac momavali omis 

Taobaze presaSi aqtiurad alaparakdnen, bevrs mainc 
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Wori egona. sazRvridan aT kilometrSi ganlagebul 

kavalerias yvelaze naklebad sjeroda omis alba-

Toba. `oficerTa klubSi xamanwkebs geaxlebodiT, 

Sampanurs mivirTmevdiT, xandaxan azartuli TamaSe-

biT vklavdiT dros. Zalian vmxiarulobdiT. aravin 

fiqrobda omze~,7 ase ixsenebda manfredi pirveli 

msoflio omis wina periods. 

erT dResac qalaq elsis mmarTvels, graf kos-

poTs Sexvdnen, romelic sasazRvro zolSi specia-

lurad imis gasagebad Cavida, ramdenad realuri iyo 

omis safrTxe. misgan gaiges kavaleristebma, rom si-

leziaSi yovel xidze samxedro patruli daeyenebi-

naT, zogierTi poziciac uCveulod gaemagrebinaT. 

manfredma da misma megobrebma wamSi gaufantes moC-

venebasaviT gafiTrebul grafs omTan dakavSirebuli 

SiSebi, gadaarwmunes da drostareba ganagrZes. `meo-

re dRes brZolis velze gasvlis brZaneba miviReT~,7 

ironiulad ixsenebda axalgazrda rixthofeni. 1914 

wlis 28 ivlisi idga. 

 

 
2. frontis ZiebaSi 

 

kavaleristebs srulyofili Teoriuli codna 

gaaCndaT omTan dakavSirebiT. situaciis mixedviT 

moqcevis instruqciac kargad aeTvisebinaT. praqtiku-

lad ki, arcerT maTgans warmodgena ar hqonda, riTi 

daewyo, brZola Tu atydeboda. 

1914 wlis 2 agvisto iyo. SuaRamis dadgomas 

sul ramdenime wuTi aklda. manfreds jibeSi edo in-

struqcia, romelsac weliwadze metxans swavlobda 

da TiToeuli sityva kargad axsovda. sazRvridan aT 

kilometrSi myofma, bolojer Seamowma razmi. sanam 
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cxovrebis udidesi Tavgadasavlisken gaeSureboda, 

sakuTari cxenis sapalne improvizirebul magidad 

gamoiyena baraTis dasawerad: `Cemo Zvirfaso mSob-

lebo, siCqareSi gwerT Cems am bolo striqonebs. 

siyvaruliT mogikiTxavT. Tu erTmaneTis naxva ar 

gviweria, miiReT Cemi gulwrfeli madloba yvelaf-

risTvis, rac CemTvis gagikeTebiaT. vali ar mrCeba. 

piriqiT, ramdenime aseuli markis gadanaxva SevZeli 

da Tan mimaqvs. TiToeul Tqvengans gexveviT, Tqveni 

madlieri da morCili Svili da Zma, manfredi~.8 

Semdeg kavaleriis axalgazrda leintenanti 

rixthofeni jariskacebs win gauZRva da SuaRameze 

gadakveTa sazRvari, romelic mdinareze gadioda. 

misda gasaocrad, incidentis gareSe gadaiara xidze. 

imave dilas Tavgadasavlebis gareSe miadga daba 

kelceSi9 mdebare samreklos. mtris WaWaneba ar iyo 

saTofeze. germanelebma adgilobrivi mRvdeli mZev-

lad aiyvanes, rom mis Tanasoflelebs araferi dae-

SavebinaT. 

mexuTe Rames guSagma moirbina da meTaurs mo-

axsena, kazakebi gviaxlovdebiano. JinJlavda. uvar-

skvlavo RameSi erTi metris manZilze ar Canda, ra 

xdeboda. amindi safarad gamoiyena manfredma da im 

ukunSi SeumCnevlad miuaxlovda kelceSi Semosul 

mters. kazakebs fanrebiT gaenaTebinaT midamo, xmau-

robdnen da sifrTxiles sul ar iCendnen. ori-sami 

aTeuli kaci iqneboda. erT-erTi maTgani mRvdlis 

sanaxavad gaemarTa, is ki wina dRes Sin gaeSvaT ger-

manelebs. gviRalateso, TavSi gauelva manfreds da 

mimalva gadawyvita, rom SerkinebisTvis Tavi aeride-
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bina. ramdenimesaaTiani dasvenebis Semdeg, kazakebma 

daba datoves. 

meSvide dRes manfredi garnizonSi dabrunda. 

yvela ise uyurebda, rogorc moCvenebas. Turme, mTel 

sileziaSi gavrcelebuliyo detaluri cnoba misi 

da vedelis daRupvis Taobaze. ukve dedamisisTvisac 

moeswroT misamZimreba. gazeTSi nekrologis gamoq-

veynebaRa akldaTo, ixumra axalgazrda oficerma. 

mere iyo xangrZlivi mgzavroba matarebliT. 

bundovani warmodgena hqondaT, sad agzavnidnen, mag-

ram zustad icodnen saiT: dasavleTiT. gaiares si-

lezia, mere saqsonia. matareblis konduqtormac mar-

to is icoda, rom kursi dasavleTisken unda hqono-

da. daniSnulebis adgili ucnobi rCeboda. yovel 

sadgurze uamravi xalxi egebebodaT yvavilebiTa da 

SeZaxilebiT, radgan gaegoT maTi mterTan Sexvedris 

Sesaxeb. vedelma kazakuri xmali iSova da qaliSvi-

lebs aRafrTovanebda misi demonstrirebiT. ase gag-

rZelda bauzendorfamde,10 sadac matareblidan Camo-

vidnen. 

meore dRes uwyveti marSiT gaemarTnen Crdilo-

eTisken. iseTi saSineli xvati idga, cxenebs araqaTi 

lamis gamoecalaT. manfredma daadgina, rom zustad 

erTi kviriT adre misi Zmis kavalerias gaevlo imave 

mimarTulebiT. loTaris kvals meoredac gadaawyda, 

magram mxolod erTi wlis Semdeg Sexvda. 

luqsemburgSi misul germanul samxedro Za-

lebs aranairi instruqcia ar gaaCndaT, am samTavros 

mosaxleobas mtrulad unda moqceodnen Tu moyvru-

lad. manfreds adgilobrivi policieli jariskaci 

egona da daakava. luqsemburgeli daemuqra, germaniis 
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imperatorTan giCivleb, Tu dauyovnebliv ar gamaTa-

visuflebo. axalgazrda oficeri dafiqrda da is ka-

ci gauSva. 

juja-saxelmwifo male Camoitoves da belgiaSi 

amohyves Tavi. maTi divizia samxedro manevris stil-

Si gadaadgildeboda. maT win da ukan, marjvniv Tu 

marcxniv armiis sxvadasxva qvedanayofi marSirebda. 

samxedroebis qaoturi moZraoba `kolosaluri dom-

xalis~7 STabeWdilebas tovebda mnaxvelze. moulod-

nelad, es `eniTauwereli areuloba Cinebulad orga-

nizebul samxedro manevrSi~7 gadaizarda. 

im periodSi manfreds yvelaze metad TviTmfri-

navis danaxva axarebda. Tumca, misianisa da mowinaaR-

mdegis caSi garCevas ver axerxebda. jer kidev ar 

icoda, rom germanul TviTmfrinavebs jvari, mtrisas 

ki wre hqonda amosacnob niSnad. amis gamo, ganurCev-

lad esrodnen nebismier mfrinav obieqts. ase miiwev-

dnen win, sanam arlonamde11 miaRwevdnen. manfredma 

Sinagani RelviT gadakveTa sazRvari xelmeored. na-

SuadRevs Seityo, rom misi biZaSvili rixthofeni sa-

mi dRis winaT daRupuliyo swored am midamoebSi. 

ramdenime Tve frontis ZiriTadi xazidan moSo-

rebiT, dazvervasa da sangrebis Txris zedamxedve-

lobaSi gaatara. mere satelefono kavSiri daavales. 

am yvelafris gamo Tavs daCagrulad Tvlida, radgan 

brZolis wina xazze surda moxvedra. bolos imed-

gacruebas veRar gauZlo da mTavarsardals werili 

miswera gadayvanis TxovniT. `borotma enebma damab-

rales, rom generals vuTxari: omSi yvelisa da 

kvercxis Sesagroveblad ki ara, sul sxva mizniT wa-

movedi-meTqi. zemoT jer gabrazebas apirebdnen, mag-
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ram mere survili mainc Semisrules~,12 ase ixsenebda 

avtobiografiaSi mogvianebiT. amgvarad, 1915 wlis ma-

isis bolos manfredi samxedro aviacias SeuerTda, 

riTic sanukvari ocneba aisrula. 

 

 

3. Rrublebs miRma 
 

pirveli gafrenis wina RamiT baroni fon rix-

thofeni dasaZineblad Cveulebrivze adre dawva, rom 

meore dilas Svid saaTze mxned da energiulad ga-

mocxadebuliyo asafren bilikze. 

waruSleli kvali datova cidan danaxulma sam-

yarom, rac man detalurad aRwera Tavis wignSi. 

`adamianebi sasacilod patarebi mosCandnen. saxlebi 

saTamaSoebis yuTidan amoRebulebs hgavdnen. yvela-

feri iseTi lamazi meCveneboda! horizontze qalaqi 

kelni gawoliliyo. sakaTedro taZari cicqna suve-

nirs waagavda. miwidan ase maRla yofna SesaniSnav 

grZnobas badebda. didebuli SegrZneba iyo zecis ba-

tonpatronoba... saSinlad mewyina, roca Cemma pilot-

ma Zirs daSveba gadawyvita... ise viyavi enTuziazmiT 

savse, mTeli dRe davrCebodi TviTmfrinavSi. saaTebs 

viTvlidi Semdeg gafrenamde~.13 

rixthofens erTi suli hqonda, frontze mox-

vedriliyo. pilotad gaxdomas sami Tve sWirdeboda. 

amden dros ki ver dakargavda. Relavda, amasobaSi 

vaiTu samSvidobo xelSekruleba dadon da msoflio 

omi uCemod daamTavrono. amitom navigatoroba gada-

wyvita. gabednierda, rodesac orkviriani frenebis 

Semdeg, ruseTis frontze gagzavnes. 

saxelganTqmul 69-e eskadrilias SeuerTda. Ta-

visi pirveli pilotis, ufrosi leintenanti zoime-
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ris14 gverdiT, omis qarcecxls manfredi cxovrebis 

ulamazes xanad aRiqvamda. yovel dila-saRamos daz-

vervaze gafrena da Rirebuli informaciis motana 

uwevda. 

1915 wlis zafxuli axalgazrda rixthofenma 

general makenzenis15 samxedro aviaciis danayofSi 

gaatara, romelic gorlicedan16 brest-litovskis-

ken17 warmatebiT dagvirgvinebul garRvevaSi monawi-

leobda. Semdeg maT rigebs grafi holki SeuerTda. 

es swored im tipis uniWieresi, TxemiT terfamde pi-

loti iyo, visTan erTadac manfreds surda frena. 

maT mravali sadazvervo gafrena ganaxorcieles 

mtris zurgSi. holki warmoudgenlad Rrmad iWrebo-

da rusebis poziciebze, riTic aRafrTovanebda mewy-

viles. 

ukanaskneli dazvervisas, rodesac rusuli ja-

ris danayofebiT savse, cecxlmokidebul teritoria-

ze mifrinavdnen, maT TviTmfrinavs Zravi gaeTiSa. 

inerciiT ilivlives da tyis maxloblad daeSvnen 

miwaze. Zlivs moaswres xeebs mofarebodnen, rom dai-

naxes rogor miirbina viRac jariskacma maT TviT-

mfrinavTan. Tavidan rusi egonaT, gansxvavebuli qu-

dis gamo, magram mere icnes prusiuli uniforma da 

safaridan gamovidnen. maTda bedad, warmatebiT gan-

xorcielebuli Setevis Sedegad, frontis xazi axla 

gacilebiT Sors gadioda rusebis teritoriaze. 

1915 wlis 21 agvistos manfredi moulodnelad 

gadaiyvanes did sabrZolo TviTmfrinavze belgiur 

zRvispira qalaq ostendeSi,18 sadac kvlav Sexvda da 

daumowafda germanel samxedro pilots georg zoi-

mers. omis qarcecxli naklebad aRwevda frontis am 

nawilSi, magram manfredma frenis Rirebuli gamoc-
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dileba miiRo da sabrZolo pilotis xeloba aiTvi-

sa. 

erT dResac zoimerma megobars uTxra, axla Se-

niT gafrindio. erTi piri ki gaifiqra manfredma, me-

Siniao, `magram es is sityvaa, romelic arasodes un-

da gamoiyenos kacma, romelic samSoblos icavs~.19 

amitom, usityvod Caxta kabinaSi da verc ki gaiazra 

bolomde, rogor aRmoCnda haerSi. Rrublebis kampa-

niaSi aRtacebam moicva. igrZno, rom veraferi SeaSi-

nebda. bunebrivia, pirveli damoukidebeli mcdeloba 

marcxiT damTavrda, radgan ramdenime Secdoma dauS-

va da dasmisas aeroplani amouyiravda. ori dRis 

Semdeg meored scada. amjerad gacilebiT kargad da-

imorCila manqana. 25 gafrena Seasrula or kviraSi 

da gamocdaze gavida. yvelaferi zustad, instruqci-

is Sesabamisad gaakeTa: ramdenjerme moxaza rviani 

da miwaze mSvidobianad daeSva, magram misda gasaoc-

rad, uTxres, rom CaiWra. 

frenis gamocdis gadasabareblad, 1915 wlis 15 

noembers berlinSi wavida. swored iq yofnisas daas-

kvna, rom didi TviTmfrinavi brZolaSi ar gamoadge-

boda. amitom, miznad daisaxa ufro moqnili, mcire 

zomis fokeris20 piloti gamxdariyo da dasavleTis 

frontze saomrad wasuliyo. 

sabolood, mesame cdaze, 1915 wlis Soba dRes 

manfred fon rixthofenma warmatebiT Caabara frenis 

gamocda. amasTan dakavSirebiT, SverinSi21 gafrinda, 

rom Tvali Seevlo fokerebis qarxnisTvis. ukana 

gzaze mraval adgilas dafrinda, megobrebi da naTe-

savebi moinaxula. navigatoris gamocdilebis wyalo-

biT, gzis gagneba ar gasWirvebia. bolos, berlinSi 

dabrunda. 
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1916 wlis martSi manfredi me-2 sabrZolo es-

kadrilias SeuerTda da sahaero brZolis praqtika 

gaiara. gamanadgureblis marTva ki iswavla, magram 

sahaero warmatebis Sansi ara da ar eZleoda. roca 

26 aprils frangul niupors22 gadaeyara, mterma man-

freds Tavi aarida. misi gaqceviT daintrigebuli 

germaneli daedevna da axlo manZilidan damiznebiT 

mokle jeriT gauxsna cecxli. niupori yalyze Sedga 

da dabzrialda. manfredma da misma navigatorma 

ifiqres, rom frangi mfrinavi triuks akeTebda, mag-

ram mere misma aeroplanma simaRle dakarga da var-

dna daiwyo. Zravis grialSi Sturmanma yviriliT mi-

uloca manfreds es gamarjveba. daugegmavad Camogde-

buli mowinaaRmdegis pirveli safreni manqanis wya-

lobiT, pilotis rangSi sabrZolo naTloba miiRo. 

Tumca patakSi rixthofenis saxeli ar axsenes, swo-

red im dRes daiwyo wiTeli baronis araCveulebrivi 

legendisken mimavali misi kariera. 

 

 
4. miTi da realoba wiTel baronze 

 

cxeli agvistos erT saRamos manfred fon rix-

thofeni TurqeTidan axladdabrunebul, saxelgan-

Tqmul germanel pilots, osvald belkes23 Sexvda, 

romelic Tavisi me-2 sabrZolo eskadriliisTvis pi-

lotebs arCevda. manfreds arc ki ufiqria sakuTari 

Tavis SeTavazeba cocxali legendisTvis, Tumca ase-

Ti perspeqtiva Zalian xiblavda. meore diliT sakma-

od adre rixthofenis karze kakuni gaisma. pur-le-me-

ris ordenosani belke iyo. rodesac mis danayofSi 

gadasvla SesTavaza, gaxarebuli manfredi kinaRam 
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kiserze Camoekida. rogorc iqna, didi xnis sanukvari 

ocneba auxdeboda. 

sam dReSi matarebliT gaemgzavra germaniis 

ukiduresi aRmosavleTidan dasavleTis frontze da 

xangrZlivi, nayofieri swavlis periodi daiwyo bel-

kes piradi magaliTiT. axalbeda germaneli pilote-

bis gundi TvalebSi uyurebda da saTayvano meTau-

ris yovel sityvas isrutavda. `bolo ramdenime dRe 

iyo, rac erT-or inglisels, rogorc Tavad ambobda, 

`sauzmeze moinadirebda~ xolme~,24 ixsenebs avtobi-

ografiaSi manfredi maswavleblis imdroindel gan-

wyobas. belkes meTvalyureobiT, igi sul male Camo-

yalibda gamanadgureblis gamocdil pilotad. 

1916 wlis 17 seqtembers manfredma daZabuli sa-

haero orTabrZola mougo masze aSkarad gamocdil 

inglisel mfrinavs da dazianebuli TviTmfrinavis 

germanelebis teritoriaze dasma aiZula. aRelve-

bulma TviTonac gadawyvita miwaze daSveba, magram 

siCqareSi kinaRam dailewa. safreni manqanebi erTma-

neTTan ise axlos idga, wamSi mtris aeroplanTan 

gaCnda. mZimed daWrili navigatori adgilze garda-

icvala. piloti mogvianebiT daiRupa. misi xsovnis 

pativsacemad, manfredma saflavis qva gaukeTa. rix-

thofenis oficialurad registrirebul am pirvel 

sahaero gamarjvebas maleve miayola kidev oTxi 

TviTmfrinavis Camogdeba da asis25 tituli moipova. 

1917 wlis dasawyisisTvis kavaleriis axalgaz-

rda kapitans ukve mtris 16 TviTmfrinavi hyavda ga-

nadgurebuli. igi germaniis yvelaze warmatebul pi-

lotad aRiares da 1917 wlis 16 ianvars me-11 sabrZo-

lo eskadriliis meTaurad daniSnes. avtobiografia-

Si manfredma aRiara, rom sixarulis nacvlad, gaRi-
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zianda am ambis gamo. jer erTi, belkes danayofis 

TanSezrdil wevrebs unda gamomSvidobeboda da 

axal pilotebTan sul Tavidan aewyo urTierToba. 

meorec, mas gacilebiT erCia `lurji maqsis~26 orde-

ni mieniWebinaT, romelic maqs imelmans27 da osvald 

belkes maSin misces, roca maT mtris rva-rva TviT-

mfrinavi Camoagdes. manfredis angariSze ukve orjer 

meti sahaero warmateba iricxeboda, magram sanukvari 

da orgzisdamsaxurebuli ordeni arsad Canda. 

ori dRis Semdeg genStabidan telegrama movi-

da, sadac ewera, rom misma udidebulesobam germani-

is umaRlesi samxedro jildo `lurji maqsi~ gadas-

ca baron fon rixthofens brZolaSi gamoCenili si-

zustisaTvis.28 24 wlis manfredis sixaruls sazRva-

ri ar hqonda. amis Semdeg bolomde gaugo gemo pi-

lotebis sakuTari gundis meTaurobas da srulad 

ganicada siamaye rixthofenis eskadriliis arsebo-

bis gamo. 

swored am periodSi gadaReba Tavisi sabrZolo 

TviTmfrinavi albatros D-III29 wiTlad. manfreds 

surda, TvalSisacemi Seferilobis daxmarebiT mter-

moyvares Soridanve iolad amoecno misi aeroplani. 

gamorCeulma ferma warmoSva araerTi metsaxeli: `wi-

Teli baroni~, `wiTeli raindi~, `wiTeli sabrZolo 

mfrinavi~, `wiTeli gamanadgurebeli~, `wiTeli demo-

ni~ da `peti-ruJi~.30 am ukanasknelTan dakavSirebiT 

manfredi saxaliso epizods ixsenebs avtobiografia-

Si. 

erT dRes frontis sruliad sxva monakveTze 

brZolis dros, vikersis31 oradgilian TviTmfrinavs 

gaartya, romelic germanuli artileriis adgilmde-
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bareobis fotografirebiT iyo dakavebuli. dazver-

viT saqmianobaSi garTul mters TavdacvisTvis dro 

aRar darCa. saswrafod miwaze unda daSvebuliyo, 

sanam cecxlis alSi gaexveoda. manfreds mowinaaR-

mdege Seecoda, radgan ifiqra, rom piloti daWrili 

unda yofiliyo, raxan erTxelac ar gausvria sapasu-

xod. amitom, Camogdebis nacvlad, gadawyvita iZule-

biT dafrena eclia misTvis. rodesac daaxloebiT 

500 metris simaRleze daeSva, `wiTeli baronis~ Zra-

vas problema gauCnda da moxvevis gareSe mouwia mi-

waze daSveba. `Sedegi Zalian sasacilo gamovida. Ce-

mi mowinaaRmdege Tavisi damwvari manqaniT daubrko-

leblad dajda, me ki, masze gamarjvebuli, mis gver-

diT Cvenive sangrebis mavTulxlarTebSi daveSvi da 

TviTmfrinavi amomitrialda~.28 radgan misTvis ar 

usvria, mteri gaocebuli darCa mowinaaRmdegis erTi 

SexedviT umizezo mouxerxeblobiT. `es pirveli ori 

ingliseli iyo, vinc cocxlad Camoviyvane Zirs. ami-

tom maTTan saubarma gansakuTrebuli siamovneba mo-

maniWa. vkiTxe, adrec xom ar enaxaT Cemi manqana haer-

Si. erT-erTma mipasuxa: rogor ara. kargad vici Tqve-

ni TviTmfrinavi. Cven mas peti-ruJs veZaxiTo~.28 

me-11 samxedro eskadriliis sxva wevrebmac 
SeRebes TavianTi TviTmfrinavis korpusis deta-
lebi wiTlad. amiT surdaT, maTi lideri nak-
lebad gamorCeuli yofiliyo sahaero brZolis 
dros da misi damartoxelebis SesaZlebloba 
ar gasCenoda mters. ase gaxda rixthofenis da-
nayofis saidentifikacio niSani Jolosferi. 
maT magaliTs germaniis saimperatoro armiis 
samxedro-sahaero Zalebis danarCenma danayofeb-
mac mibaZes da individualuri ferebi SearCies. 
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es calsaxad arRvevda dazvervasTan dakavSire-
bul usafrTxoebis normebs, magram germaniis 
umaRlesma sardlobam TviTmfrinavebis ferebiT 
gansxvavebis neba mainc darTo pilotebs. germa-
nulma propagandam saTavisod gamoiyena momxda-
ri da baroni fon rixthofeni `wiTel gamanad-
gureblad~32 monaTla. 

 
4.1. arcTu mTlad mtruli mteri 

 

manfredis samxedro-sahaero danayofi bel-
kes eskadrilias emetoqeboda, magram Camogdebu-
li mtris raodenobiT yofili Segirdi jerje-
robiT agebda. Sedegi imaze iyo damokidebuli, 
romeli mowinaaRmdege Sexvdeboda: `frangi eS-
makunebi Tu is gabeduli onavrebi, inglisele-
bi. am orSi, ingliselebi mirCevnia. xSirad maTi 
gabeduleba sisulelis donemde adis. TviTon 
miaCniaT vaJkacobad da gabedulebad... Cemi az-
riT, Tavdasxmis suli wyvets yvelafers da es 
germanelebs yvelaze Zlierad gvaxasiaTebs. ami-
tomac yovelTvis SevZlebT haerSi upirateso-
bis SenarCunebas... franguli Tavdasxmis suli 
boTlis limonaTs Camohgavs. Seupovroba aklia. 
rac SeexebaT ingliselebs, maT germanuli sis-
xli emCnevaT; magram frenas mxolod da mxo-
lod sportad Tvlian. siamovnebT maryuJis ga-
keTeba, zurgze frena da sxva triukebis keTeba 
sangrebSi Casafrebuli Cveni jariskacebis gasa-
xarad. aseT xrikebs STabeWdilebis moxdena Se-
uZlia sportuli Sejibris dros da ara – 
frontze~.28 

1917 wlis martis Sua ricxvebSi manfredma, 
misive TqmiT, sikvdils Caxeda TvalebSi. germa-
nelebs xuTi TviTmfrinavisgan Semdgari gundi 
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hyavdaT im dRes, ingliselebi samjer metni iy-
vnen. orive mxare SetevisTvis iyo ganwyobili: 
germanelebi sulieri, xolo ingliselebi fizi-
kuri upiratesobis gamo. jentlmenebma situacia 
Seafases Tu ara, maSinve Tavs daesxnen germane-
lebs. 

manfredi erT-erTs daedevna. oponents ner-
vebma umtyuna, naadrevad gaxsna cecxli. `midi, 
mesrole. mainc ver momaxvedreb~, CaeRima ba-
rons. uecrad saSineli baTqis xma Semoesma da 
sawvavis suni igrZno. ingliselmac SeniSna, rom 
moaxvedra samiznes da gaaTkecebuli enTuziaz-
miT ganagrZo Tavdasxma. rixthofens srolis 
Tavi aRar hqonda. saswrafod Zrava gamorTo, 
sanam misi TviTmfrinavi mowyvetiT eSveboda 
Zirs. afeTqebis albaToba didi iyo. grZnobda, 
rogor esxmeboda fexebze 150-saaTiani frenis-
Tvis gansazRvruli sawvavis maragi. erTi wve-
Tic rom moxvedroda gavarvarebul Zravas, mTe-
li manqana cecxlSi myisierad gaexveoda. TeTri 
kvamlis viwro kudi – momavali afeTqebis pir-
veli niSani, ukan rCeboda `wiTel barons~. 3 
aTasi metris simaRlidan vardna sakmaod xan-
grZlivi gamodga. amasobaSi, uyurebda rogori 
gaafTrebiT ebrZodnen misi amxanagebi mters. 
roca 300 metris simaRleze aRmoCnda, ostatu-
rad dasva `peti-ruJi~ momcro mdeloze. radgan 
ZravaCamqral, dacxrilul da kontroldakar-
gul TviTmfrinavSi gamobugvas gadaurCa, man-
fredi Tavs `Camogdebulad~ ar Tvlida. 

 
4.2. rixthofenis mfrinavi cirki 

 

1917 wlis april-maisSi mimdinare arasis brZo-

laSi gansakuTrebiT gamoiCina Tavi rixthofenis wi-
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Telma eskadriliam. mxolod aprilis TveSi Tavad 

manfredma 22 britanuli mfrinavi xomaldi gaanadgu-

ra, aqedan oTxi, erT dReSi. saerTo jamSi, wiTeli 

baronis angariSze ukve 52 sahaero gamarjveba iri-

cxeboda. 

24 ivniss me-4, me-6, me-10 da me-11 sabrZolo es-

kadriliaTa gaerTianebiT manfred fon rixthofenma 

Seqmna 1-li eskadra, romlis meTauric Tavad gaxda. 

sruli kart-blanSis mqone baronma saTiTaod Sear-

Cia mfrinavebi Tavisi polkisTvis. Sedegad elitaru-

li SenaerTi miiRo, Tumca, danarCeni qvedanayofebis 

efeqturoba sagrZnoblad Seamcira. 1-li eskadris 

gamorCeulobac periodulad sustdeboda, radgan es-

kadriliaTa gaormagebuli raodenobis (40-dan 80-mde) 

gamo, rixthofenis polkis wevr meTaurebs sakuTari 

eskadriliebis saxelmZRvanelod uwevdaT xolme 

gafrena. 

meti mobilobisaTvis, 1-li eskadra xSirad ga-

daadgildeboda rkinigzis saSualebiT, rogorc cir-

ki-Sapito. pilotebs sakuTari TviTmfrinavebis ax-

los, improvizirebul aerodromebze saxeldaxelod 

gaSlil karvebSi eZinaT, rom brZanebis miRebisTana-

ve minimalurad mcire droSi mierbinaT SturvalTan. 

Tanac maTi samxedro SenaerTis TviTmfrinavebi 

TvalSisacemad iyo moxatuli wiTeli saRebaviT. am 

mizezTa gamo, germaniis 1-l eskadras `mfrinav 

cirks~ anda `rixthofenis cirks~ uwodebdnen iumo-

riT. 

rogorc polkis meTauri, manfredi ukve vice-

polkovnikis movaleobebs asrulebda, magram misi 

samxedro wodeba Zveleburad kapitani iyo. germanul 
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armiaSi wodebrivi winsvla mkacrad gansazRvruli 

wesiT mimdinareobda da ara – brZolis velze gamo-

Cenili damsaxurebis Sesabamisad. amas garda, tradi-

ciis Tanaxmad, Svils ar aniWebdnen mamamisze maRal 

Cins. ufrosi rixthofeni ki rezervis maiori33 iyo. 

 

4.3. wigni cenzuris dakveTiT 
 

1917 wlis 6 ivliss britaneTis samefo aviaciis 

me-20 eskadriliasTan brZolis dros manfredi mZi-

med daiWra TavSi, ramac xanmokle dezorientacia da 

nawilobrivi sibrmave gamoiwvia. sabednierod, pi-

lots cnobiereba droulad daubrunda. man TviT-

mfrinavis Tavisufali vardnidan gamoyvana da megob-

rul teritoriaze dasma SeZlo. Tavis qaladan 

Zvlis namsxvrevebis amosaRebad kapitans ramdenime 

operacia dasWirda. Wriloba mouSuSda, magram inci-

dents ukvalod ar Cauvlia: frenis Semdgom xSiri 

gulisreva da Tavis tkivili dasCemda. eqimis reko-

mendaciis sawinaaRmdegod, manfredi 25 ivliss droe-

biT dabrunda frontze. Tumca, reabilitaciis miz-

niT, maleve aiRo Svebuleba 5 seqtembridan 23 oq-

tombramde. am periodSi avtobiografiuli Txzuleba 

`wiTeli gamanadgurebeli~ daasrula. ukve 1918 wels 

gamoica germanuli memuarebis inglisuri Targmani, 

romelic j. elis barkerma Seasrula. 

es wigni manfredma luftStraitkreftes presi-

sa da dazvervis (anu propagandis) ganyofilebis da-

valebiT dawera. Semdeg dedans seriozuli cenzura 

da redaqtireba gaukeTes. zogierT Tanamedroves mi-

aCnia, rom manfredi ukmayofilo darCa teqstiT.34 am 

mosazrebis dasturad, isini imowmeben avtoris sity-
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vebs: `wigni silaRiT savse gamovida... igi ki aseTi 

aRar iyo~.34 aseve, mohyavT dedamisis mosazrebebi 

Svilze dawerili mogonebebis wignidan. 

erTaderTi mizezi, ris gamoc avtors SeeZlo 

guliswyroma gamoexata, cenzuris mier misi nafiqri-

sa da namoqmedaris `Selamazeba~ iqneboda. qedmaR-

lobis natamali ar gaaCnda da sakuTar Tavs aseTad 

ratom CaTvlida. megobrebis, kolegebisa Tu mtrebis 

mogonebebi ukiduresad Rirseul pirovnebas warmoa-

Cens. Tanamedroveni calsaxad aRniSnavdnen manfre-

disadmi arsebul sayovelTao, Rrma pativiscemas. 

Rirseuli mtrobis nimuSebiT savsea baronis samxed-

ro kariera. 

1925 wlis dekemberSi britanelma samxedro 

mfrinavma, Tomas martinma Jurnal `taimis~ korespon-

dentTan saubarSi gaixsena legendaruli germaneli 

mfrinavi da erTi mokle epizodiT aCvena rixthofe-

nis pirovnuli Tvisebebis mTeli palitra. ambavi ga-

xazavs, Tu ra didbunebovani da humanuri xasiaTis 

mqone axalgazrda kacTan hqondaT saqme misi samSob-

los mtrebs. `fon rixthofens britaneli aviatorebi 

Zalian afasebdnen, radgan patiosnad ibrZoda da 

arafris eSinoda... misi Cinebuli sportuli sulis 

nimuSad, maiorma patrikma miambo, rom erTxel mas-

Tan orTabrZolis dros vaznebi gamoelia. rixtho-

fens gacilebiT swrafi TviTmfrinavi hyavda da ami-

tom patrikis bedi mTlianad mis xelSi iyo; magram 

roca igi mixvda, patriks srola aRar SeeZlo, mas-

Tan axlos mifrinda, xeli dauqnia da germanelTa 

poziciebisken gabrunda~.35 
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4.4. realobaze Cafiqreba 
 

yovelives gaTvaliswinebiT, meti yuradRebaa sa-

Wiro rixthofenis wignis interpretaciisas, rom 

TargmanSi ar daikargo. avtorisTvis gansakuTrebiT 

gulsatkenia, Tu mis sworad naTqvams ukuRma igebs 

mkiTxveli. es TvalSisacemia avtobiografiis ingli-

suri34 da rusuli24 Targmanebis Sedarebisas germa-

nul dedanTan.36 

gansakuTrebuli yuradReba sWirdeba eseis `san-

gris anareklebi~37 aRqmas. miniaturuli prozis es 

nimuSi urTierTgamomricxavi militaristul-pacifis-

turi TvalTaxedvebis filosofiuri gansjaa, Tanac 

genialuri. manfredis Sedevris gageba Znelia, roca 

brZolebis qarcecxli ar gamogivlia da `aelvebu-

li~38 samSoblos tkivili ar gigrZvnia. mkiTxvelma 

jer is unda gaiazros, rodis da ragvar realobaSi 

wers aRniSnul striqonebs avtori – xangrZlivi 

omis dasasruls, rodesac qveynis bedi gadawurulia 

da mis ganwirulobas yovelwamierad uyurebs samxed-

ros Seuferadebeli, realisturi TvaliT. am fonze 

gansjis da gadaafasebs sakuTar ymawvilur aRtace-

bas, pirveli msoflio omis dasawyisSi rom energiiT 

avsebda, qmedebisken ubiZgebda: `es mSvenieri xana 

iyo. mas mere, rac kavaleristebs mterTan ukve 

gvqonda Sexeba da oms Tvali SevavleT, sxva jaris-

kacebs Cveni SurdaT. CemTvis es omis saukeTeso mo-

nakveTs warmoadgenda. mTeli guliT visurvebdi 

omis dasawyisis xelmeored gavlas~.7 marTalia, am 

striqonebisa da `sangris anareklebis~ daweras So-

ris sami weliwadic ar gasula, magram omis dros 

erTi dRe xom saukunes udris. esec gasaTvaliswine-

belia manfredis gulisTqmis amosacnobad. 
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mxiaruli, udardeli da optimizmiT aRsavse 

ymawvili SeumCnevlad Caanacvla gonebrivad dabere-

bul-dabrZenebulma axalgazrda kacma. sworad gamo-

icno dedamisma: `is seriozuli iyo, Zalian seriozu-

li da mdumare. manfredi Zalian Secvlili meCvena, 

raRacnairad. Tumca garegnulad gacilebiT jan-

mrTelad da norCad gamoiyureboda, vidre Semodgo-

maze SvebulebiT Sin yofnisas. axla mis xasiaTs 

aRarc simxneve, aRarc sixalise da aRarc silaRe ar 

etyoboda. gayuCebuli, distanciuri, TiTqmis, ukare-

ba gamxdariyo~.39 baronesas am cvlilebis mizezi 

ainteresebda. erTi fiqri sdevda Tan da monotonuri 

qronikulobiT awvalebda, magram uwindeburad aRar 

CaeZia Svils. 

mSoblis gonebam Tu bolomde da srulyofi-

lad ver Seicno, dedis guli utyuarad miuxvda sa-

fiqralis simZimes: `mgoni, man zedmetad bevrjer ixi-

la sikvdili~.39 baronesa jgufur fotos Cahyurebda. 

yvelas ambavi ikiTxa, pasuxad ki `sikvdilis~ sinoni-

mebis kaskadi miiRo: `gmirulad daeca~, `gaRma gavi-

da~, `daiRupa~, `gardaicvala~, `suli dalia~, `Camo-

varda~, `dagvtova~, `wavida~... 

bolo sami wlis ganmavlobaSi manfreds saTi-

Taod Semoecala eskadriliis TanSezrdili Tanameb-

rZolebi. TiTqos, bediswera gankargavda: 25 wels ar 

unda gadaebijebina arcerTs. Tumca, iyo gamonakli-

sic – ufrosma leitenantma georg zoimerma 27 wlam-

de icocxla. 

wiTeli baroniRa SemorCa zecas.13 aRarc misi 

maswavleblebi, aRarc saTayvano kolegebi ar dau-

tova gangebam. omis kvamlma STanTqa suyvela da ken-

tad darCenils Tvali auwva. mefe kirosis ukvdavTa 
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aseuliviT, erT daRupuls myisve meore anacvlebda 

eskadriliaSi, saTvalavSi rom ar dakleboda. 

ucxosTvis statistika, misTvis Zvirfas adamianebs 

warmoadgenda. rixthofeni Tbili da mosiyvareule 

gulis patroni iyo. sxvis sicocxles ufrTxildebo-

da. Tundac momxduri mtris Secodeba da dandoba 

SeeZlo. 

Zvel kavalerists sakuTari cxenebic ki zedmi-

wevniT detalurad axsovda: 

• mamis naCuqari, Camkvrivebuli faSati santuca 
metranaxevarze xalisiT xteboda da ufro 

did simaRleebsac Seswvdeboda, fexi rom ar 

gadabruneboda... 

• Wenebis moyvaruli feliqsi windauxedavma 

patronma gadaaxtuna mdinareSi da mere ori-

vem sxvadasxva napirze amoyo Tavi... 

• wminda sisxlis blume uSecdomod asruleb-
da yovel ileTs da mravali warmateba mou-

tana mxedars... 

• tanmcire bifi jiriTisTvis gaeCina doRis 
RmerTs da Tavis namdvil asakze orjer 

axalgazrdad iolad gaasaRa gadamyidvelma. 

namdvili liTonis ZmadnaficebiviT hyavda Ti-

Toeuli TviTmfrinavi. maT dazianebas Zalian ganic-

dida xolme. Tavis wiTladmoxatul ukanasknel `fo-

kerze~ bolomde izruna da miwaze uxifaTod dasva, 

magram avstralielma jariskacebma daSales da suve-

nirebad daitaces... 

legenda `wiTel baronze~ saxaliso sakiTxavia, 

realur kapitan fon rixthofenamde ki garTobis bi-

likebi ver migviyvans. 
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...erTxel lampa gaakeTa mis mier Camogdebuli 

TviTmfrinavis Zravisgan da sangris Werze dakida. 

cilindrebSi Camagrebuli patara naTurebidan gamo-

mavali sinaTlis sxivebi groteskulad irekleboda 

miwuris kedlebze. msgavsi mizniT edo zemo da qvemo 

egviptis faraons adamianis Tavis qala samefo lxi-

nis sufraze... 

uZilo RameebSi manfredze zebunebrivad moqme-

debda uCveulo sanaTis liclici. misi yurebisas gu-

gebi ufarTovdeboda da dabinduli mzera azriT ec-

vleboda. `roca ase vwevar, safiqrali blomad mig-

rovdeba. yovel azrs ki viwer, magram warmodgena ar 

maqvs, Cemi uaxloesi naTesavebis garda, sxvac Tu wa-

ikiTxavs amas odesme. `wiTeli gamanadgureblis~40 

gagrZelebaze vfiqrob da namdvilad maqvs saamiso 

mizezi. brZola, romelic axla frontis mTel xaz-

zea gaCaRebuli, ukiduresad seriozuli gaxda; aRa-

raferi darCa im `norCi, mxiaruli omidan~, rogorc 

Cvens moqmedebebs uwodebdnen dasawyisSi. axla yve-

laze sasowarkveTil situacias unda gavumklavdeT, 

rom mteri Cvens miwa-wyalze ar SemoiWras. amitomac 

ar msiamovnebs, rom sazogadoebas sul sxva rixtho-

feni warudgines da ara namdvili. roca ki Cems 

wigns vkiTxulob, mis zedmetad TviTdajerebul 

tonze meRimeba. ukve aRar maqvs msgavsi silaRe. gana 

meSinia, Tumca sikvdili SesaZloa fexdafex damdevs 

da amaze xSiradac mifiqria. ufrosobam mirCia, Sev-

wyvito frena, rom mavne gavlena ar iqonios Cemze; 

magram sakuTari Tavi SemzizRdeba Tu axla, roca 

cnobili gavxdi da uxvadac damajildoves, damsaxu-

rebuli pensioneriviT cxovrebas davTanxmdebi da 

Cems Zvirfas sicocxles  eris sakeTildReod Semo-
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vinaxav maSin, roca sangarSi myofi TiToeuli ymaw-

vili sakuTar movaleobas Cemze aranakleb Rirseu-

lad asrulebs da sicocxles riskavs. yoveli sahae-

ro brZolis Semdeg saSinlad var. es, albaT, Cemi 

TavSi daWris Tanmdevi gverdiTi movlenaa. rodesac 

kvlav miwaze vdgam fexs, sakuTar barakSi ganvmar-

tovdebi xolme da arc vinmes danaxva, arc raimes 

gagoneba ar msurs. omze realisturad vfiqrob da 

ara `vaSaTi da yiJiniT~, rogorc Sin darCenil ada-

mianebs warmoudgeniaT; omi xom gacilebiT seriozu-

li da sastikia~.37 

pirveli msoflios qarcecxliT gamowveul 

`sangris anareklebSi~, vaiTu, axali franc kafka da-

karga mdidari literaturiT ganebivrebulma germa-

niam. manfredi ambobda, omis damTavrebis Semdeg sam-

werlo karieras seriozulad unda movkido xelio. 

mis naazrevs saukunis Semdegac interesiT kiTxulo-

ben da guli wydebaT, CvenTvis metis Tqma rom ar 

dascalda. kidev imazec, eWvi rom epareboda misi 

striqonebisadmi farTo mkiTxvelis mxridan intere-

sis arsebobaSi. wiTeli baronis pirovnebisadmi yu-

radRebas araTu mis samSobloSi, yofili antantis 

qveynebsa da kidev ufro Soreul sazogadoebebSi 

iCenen mesame aTaswleulis damdegs. 

 

 

5. legendis maradiuloba 
 

1918 wlis 21 aprils, kvira dilis41 11-is naxe-

varze kapitani rixthofeni mdinare somis xeobaSi 

mifrinavda da britaneTis samefo sahaero Zalebis 

209-e eskadriliis damwyeb pilots, leitenant uil-

frid meis misdevda srola-sroliT. es SeamCnia meis 
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skolis megobarma da imJamad meTaurma, kanadelma ka-

pitanma artur roi braunma. misi xanmokle Seteva 

manfredma moigeria da pirvandel samiznes daubrun-

da. 

12 axaldawyebuli iqneboda, rodesac inglisu-

ri SaSxanidan gasrolili unitaruli vaznis – .303 

britanulis sabediswero erTi tyvia moxvda. mZimed 

daWrilma pilotma Tavisi wiTeli `fokeris~ naCqare-

vad, Tumca sruli kontroliT dasma SeZlo avstra-

liis samxedro Zalebis mier kontrolirebad teri-

toriaze. rodesac mtris jariskacebma masTan miirbi-

nes, mowmeTa CvenebiT, rixthofenma ramdenime wuTi 

kidev icocxla. mis mier warmoTqmuli bolo ramde-

nime sityvidan mxolod erTi – kaputt42 gaarCies, ro-
gorc serJanti ted smauti ixsenebda mogvianebiT. 

pirveli msoflio omi 1918 wlis 11 noembers, im tra-

gikuli dRidan, daaxloebiT, naxevar weliwadSi dam-

Tavrda. 

legendaruli pilotis gardacvalebasTan da-

kavSirebiT erTi mniSvnelovani detali ver zustde-

ba. miuxedavad imisa, rom Tavis droze kapitan bra-

uns ergo saxelganTqmuli germaneli mtris Camogde-

bis pativi, bolomde gaurkveveli darCa, sabediswero 

tyvia manfreds haeridan moxvda Tu xmeleTidan. bra-

uni mas esroda uknidan, zemodan da marcxnidan, rix-

thofens ki tyvia marjvnidan moxvda.43 amas garda, 

braunis bolo gasrolidan kidev ori wuTi ifrina 

baronma, rasac ver SeZlebda, ukve rom yofiliyo 

ise seriozulad daWrili. mkvlevrebis varaudiT, av-

straliuri saxmeleTo Zalebis mier gaxsnil saar-

tilerio cecxlSi daiWra rixthofeni, romelsac da-

bal simaRleze mihyavda wiTeli triplani.44 yvelaze 
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realisturi unda iyos serJant sedrik popkinis45 mi-

er marjvnidan gaxsnili cecxlis versia, radgan gas-

rolis manZilica da kuTxec adasturebs aseTi vara-

udis siswores. 

wiTeli baronis dasaflavebas organizeba gau-

wia maiorma bleikma. avstraliis me-3 eskadriliis 

jariskacebis monawileobiT moewyo dakrZalvis ce-

remonia qristianuli wesis agebiT da sruli samxed-

ro pativiT, rac tradiciuli salutiT dasrulda.46 

mokavSireTa axlomaxlo mdebare eskadriliebma sam-

gloviaro gvirgvinebi gamogzavnes. erT-erT maTganze 

ewera: `Cvens galantursa da Rirseul metoqes~.47 

manfred fon rixthofeni qalaq amienis maxlo-

blad daasaflaves 22 aprils, xolo 1925 wels bol-

ko fon rixthofenma ufrosi Zma germaniaSi gadaasve-

na. ojaxs sagvareulo sasaflaoze, mamisa da loTa-

ris gverdiT hqonda ganzraxuli misi dakrZalva. 

Tumca, germaniis mTavrobis TxovniT, erovnuli gmi-

ris samudamo gansasveneblad berlinSi mdebare inva-

lidenfridhofi48 SeirCa, mravali erovnuli samxed-

ro gmiris gverdiT. sabolood, 1975 wels qalaq vis-

badenis samxreT sasaflaoze (zudfridhofi) gadaas-

venes misi da-Zmis – bolkosa da ilzes gverdiT.49 

saukuneze meti gavida manfred fon rixthofe-

nis gardacvalebidan. samyarom pirvelze sisxlis-

mRvreli, gacilebiT masStaburi meore msoflio omi 

da mravali samxedro konfliqti gamoiara. mudmivad 

igrZnoba axal-axali intervenciis safrTxe dedami-

wis xan erT, xan meore kuTxeSi. Tanamedrove realo-

baSi dronebiT wertilovani damiznebis teqnikurma 

saSualebebma, distanciuri brZolisa Tu biologiu-

ri omis variantebma radikaluri siaxleebi danerga 
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da gaamravalferovna borotebis arCevani. am yvelaf-

ris fonze, sahaero brZolebis pioneris, legendaru-

li wiTeli baronis gaxseneba, romelmac Rirseuli 

mtrobac icoda, mowinaaRmdegis dandobac da rkinis 

nervebiT, uemociod samxedro misiis Sesruleba, um-

Tavres sakiTxze dagvafiqrebs: viRacebs rom omi ar 

daewyoT msoflios xelaxla gadasanawileblad, man-

fredis msgavsi niWieri axalgazrdebis SemarTeba da 

Rirseba ramdenad waswevda win samyaros. aseTebi xom 

frontis orive mxares idgnen – tyvesTan qeifi, nadi-

roba da CogburTis TamaSi erCiaT erTmaneTis da-

xocvas,35 magram sadRac miuwvdomlad maRla wydebo-

da maTi bedi maTda daukiTxavad. 
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