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Social media has become indispensable to contemporary
journalism, serving both as a source of stories and a means of
disseminating information. The rapid pace of digital innovation,
however, has outstripped the development of regulatory
frameworks; governments tend to introduce legislation cautiously
and incrementally. Robust, harmonised regulation remains limited
— even at an international level — because democracies are
reluctant to constrain press freedom when attempting to govern
influential online platforms. The United States has witnessed the
most prominent litigation and legislative activity in this area,
although many proposed measures have been rejected.

The Republic of Georgia, a hybrid democracy, adheres to
international norms while recognising the supremacy of its
Constitution. As an emerging West Asian state, Georgia is
unlikely to be a frontrunner in media law reform; its current legal
framework is therefore broadly adequate for the present
circumstances. The recommendations presented here draw on
editorial guidelines used by international news organisations and
on codes of conduct issued by press councils. Their aim is
practical: to assist journalists in maintaining impartiality and
credibility when engaging professionally on social media by
following established ethical and legal standards.
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