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In the 1970s, almost all Soviet citizens felt their way of life
had reached an impasse; something had to change. Both the
population and the state perceived the need for significant reform.
Only a small minority neither believed nor found it convenient to
acknowledge that a political colossus such as the USSR might one
day disintegrate. With hindsight, it is easy to analyse what then
was a blurred and uncertain future. At the time, Soviet
propaganda was omnipresent: the Iron Curtain hung taut, like a
Damoclean sword over freedom-loving Georgians who seized
every opportunity to win small freedoms under constant pressure.

Before Mikhail Gorbachev launched Perestroika in the
mid-1980s, successive Soviet leaders produced little beyond weak
counter-propaganda. The opaque articles that circulated in the
central press and were rebroadcast in republican newspapers
reflected this top-down, defensive information strategy. Ordinary
readers often had no means of decoding those stories without
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knowing the hidden context: such pieces habitually responded to
items in the Western press or to radio broadcasts from one of the
external “voices”. The central government routinely instructed the
republics to “protect” Soviet citizens — Georgians, Lithuanians,
Uzbeks and others — from alleged foreign “harmful” influence.

By the late twentieth century, advances in information
technology and media had effectively shrunk the world. The
Soviet campaign against “unwanted radio waves” misfired and
became a vector for dissent. As the proverb has it, where there is a
will, there is a way. Within the political cage of Soviet
counter-propaganda, a distinct media phenomenon emerged,
driven by the talent and professionalism of Georgian journalists
committed to freedom. Out of this milieu came a genuinely
original radio programme, Pikis Saati (‘Prime Time’), which left
an enduring imprint on Georgian journalism and helped prepare
the nation for the final struggle to reclaim independence from
Soviet rule.

Pikis Saati was scheduled to air at 6 p.m. precisely —
neither earlier nor later — because it had to compete directly for
the same Georgian audience that tuned to voices emanating from
across the Atlantic. This national prime-time show opened a crack
in the information blockade, offering Georgians a breath of liberty
while they still lived within the Soviet prison. Through that
breach flowed ideas and information that bypassed official
censorship and allowed a determined Georgian public to prepare

for the Soviet Union’s imminent collapse. The Russians, despite
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nearly two centuries of efforts to assimilate their neighbour, never
fully succeeded.

At the time, authorities high above could not discern the
programme’s true aim. In retrospect, the freedom of Georgian
radio owed much to foreign programming formats, technical
resources and journalistic practices, together with the initiative of
forward-thinking Georgian broadcasters, including the author.
Pikis Saati was not merely entertainment; it was a strategic
cultural instrument. By cultivating public debate, exposing
listeners to alternative narratives and training a generation of
journalists in the craft of independent broadcasting, it helped
forge the civic capacities that underpinned Georgia’s drive to
sovereignty.

The story of Pikis Saati, therefore, demonstrates how media
can serve as a catalyst and crucible: under repression, it can
consolidate dissent, shape national identity and ready a society for
political transformation. The programme’s legacy testifies to the
power of committed professionals to exploit technological change
and transnational influences in pursuit of liberty, even under the

most daunting constraints.
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