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The cycle of prose poems and short stories known as "New
Orleans Sketches" is steeped in biblical allusion. In 1925, several
of William Faulkner’s pieces under that title appeared in The
Double Dealer magazine; these sketches revealed his genuine
talent to readers and marked his first important advance into the
wider field of American letters, a trajectory that would culminate
in the vast Yoknapatawpha saga.

Early frustrations with his poetry collections gave way
when the sketches were published, renewing Faulkner’s
determination to write. They fostered a firm conviction that he
could succeed as a novelist even if poetry had not yet yielded his
chief triumphs. Though he tried various forms, uncertain which
would bring him success, he persevered.

Ultimately, Faulkner abandoned poetry for prose out of a
sense of vocation, yet he retained a lyrical sensibility. Before
turning fully to the novel, he explored prose poetry, taking cues
from Charles Baudelaire’s Paris Spleen (1869). The influence of
James Joyce’s Dubliners (1914) and Sherwood Anderson’s
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Winesburg, Ohio (1919) is also discernible: each offered stylistic
experiments that reshaped Western short fiction, and Anderson’s
concentrated portrayals of a single town likely encouraged
Faulkner to anchor his work in one county.

Like Joyce’s stories, which often blur conventional plot in
favour of rising emotion — exception being “The Dead” —
Faulkner preferred lyricism to grand narrative and found his
confidence in the liminal space between verse and prose. He
believed this transitional prose-poetic mode, alongside a related
essayistic voice, better displayed his gifts. His imagination, at
once prodigious and tormenting, broadened his capacities beyond
those apparent in his earliest writing. For Faulkner, New Orleans
represented a crucial turning point: a city that opened new
imaginative avenues and helped steer him toward the uncharted
literary terrain in which he would ultimately secure his reputation.
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