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Communities routinely revise their terminology to reflect
changing values and to manage public perception. A prominent
historical example is the replacement of “propaganda” with
“public relations.” Harold Dwight Lasswell observed that in 1928,
the term public relations (PR) arose partly to shield the profession
from the pejorative associations of propaganda; as “propaganda”
acquired connotations of manipulation and hostility, practitioners
adopted gentler labels such as Community Relations Board,
Public Education Specialist, and Community Relations Advisor.
A parallel process is visible in contemporary Georgia.
Words with Soviet resonances — notably “collective” — have been
supplanted by neutral, market-friendly equivalents such as
“teamwork.” A parallel process is evident in contemporary
Georgia: Soviet-era terms such as “collective” have been replaced
by neutral, market-oriented equivalents like “teamwork.” Political
alignment shifted from Russian to Western influence after
independence, a realignment reflected in linguistic change.
Similarly, the replacement of “tendency” by “intrigue” indicates
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the rise of more sensationalist discourse; such lexical choices both
reflect and reinforce evolving media incentives.

Such terminological shifts highlight the strategic role of
skilled communicators as mediators of public meaning. Egon
Erwin Kisch argued that analytical journalism goes beyond mere
reporting of facts; it interprets causes and effects and discloses an
author’s intentions and predispositions. Kisch’s reading of Lion
Feuchtwanger’s essay on Sergei Eisenstein’s Battleship Potemkin
(1925) illustrates how Weimar-era critics described the film as
“replacing tendency with intrigue,” signalling a broader aesthetic
and rhetorical transformation in the press.

At the heart of journalism lies the authorial perspective: the
selection of facts, the framing of causality, and the admission (or
concealment) of bias. In analytical journalism, then, lexical
change — the metamorphosis of terminology — matters because
words do more than label phenomena; they reconfigure how
audiences perceive motives, agencies and outcomes. When a
community renames a practice, it often seeks not only to soften
judgement but to reorient public discourse and recalibrate power
relations. Tracking these linguistic shifts, therefore, offers a vital
lens for media studies, revealing how evolving vocabularies both
respond to and produce cultural and political change.
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