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Georgia’s environmental trajectory reveals a deliberate turn
towards European conservation norms, rooted in long-standing
historical connections. Historical continuation and change shape
current ecological conditions: past land-use practices, shifting
governance structures, and legacies of resource management have
produced varied outcomes for biodiversity, watersheds, and rural
landscapes. Contemporary challenges include accelerating
biodiversity loss, degradation of river catchments, pressure on
traditional agricultural systems, and growing strains on urban
environmental governance.

Archival records and policy documents show episodes of
continuity and rupture in conservation practice, while regional
case studies expose uneven implementation of protection
measures and the influence of external funding and institutions.
Transnational mechanisms — European norms, funding streams,
and institutional templates — have been selectively adopted,

adapted and sometimes contested, producing hybrid models of
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environmental governance. Rural communities face trade-offs
between livelihood needs and conservation targets; urban centres
grapple with planning, pollution and infrastructure deficits;
watershed management suffers from fragmented authority and
insufficient coordination.

These dynamics position ecological alignment both as a
cultural orientation and a strategic response: adopting European
frameworks can signal civilisational affinity and unlock resources,
yet practical outcomes depend on local capacities, political will
and socio-economic contexts. As climate change intensifies,
effective biodiversity protection, integrated watershed planning
and resilient land-use policies will be central to reconciling local
realities with regional governance and ensuring long-term

ecological sustainability.
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