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Populism seeks popular support through extravagant promises and
demagogic rhetoric. Contemporary populists in Georgia engage
directly with the public, deliberately activating emotions and
grievances — a strategy that can be politically hazardous. Populist
movements often arise among groups who feel overwhelmed by
rapid social and economic change and who perceive they have
lost agency over unfolding events.

Historically, populism gains traction in periods of acute
upheaval; its visibility in the Georgian Parliament has fluctuated
since the institution’s inception. This trajectory is likely to persist
unless the public becomes better equipped to distinguish
misleading narratives from political reality. Sustained civic
education and critical media literacy are therefore imperative to
inoculate citizens against simplistic appeals.

In present-day Georgia, there is a marked dominance of
civil servants over authentic politicians, underscoring an
important distinction: administrators may manage institutions, but
they do not necessarily embody the deliberative, representative
vocation fundamental to democratic politics.
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