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Professor Noam Chomsky, widely regarded as the father of
modern linguistics, is also a distinguished philosopher, political
analyst and public intellectual. Long associated with the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) and now Emeritus
at the University of Arizona, Chomsky has undertaken a
systematic critique of how mass communication and the media
may be harnessed by centres of power to shape public opinion.
His work illuminates the darker mechanics of such practices,
exposing the techniques of indoctrination deployed by a range of
institutions.

The institutional architecture of democratic society — the
three branches of government and the Fourth Estate — exists not to
manipulate citizens but to protect the public sphere from such
distortions. These bodies should facilitate the healthy
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development of society, promote peaceful coexistence among
peoples and polities, and devise and enforce legislation that
reflects the common good. When manipulative practices threaten
these ends, it is incumbent on the government to intervene.
Equally important is the maintenance of professional ethics within
the media; a deontological commitment to duty and integrity must
undergird journalistic conduct.

Professor Chomsky articulates a concise taxonomy of
manipulative techniques, identifying ten principal methods:
diverting direct attention; manufacturing a problem and offering a
predetermined solution; introducing change by increments;
deferring undesirable reforms; addressing the public as though it
were childlike; privileging emotion over reason; fostering
ignorance; promoting mediocrity; inducing guilt; and cultivating
intimate knowledge of citizens so as to outstrip their self-
understanding. Each method functions to narrow the space for
critical thought and to consolidate power by shaping perception
and consent.

This article interrogates each of these strategies, illustrating
them with pertinent examples and drawing comparative parallels
between developments in Georgia and in the United States. The
analysis culminates in a clear normative claim: both political
practice and the activity of the Fourth Estate ought to be anchored
in ethical and aesthetic principles — principles that resist
manipulation and sustain a public culture of dignity, deliberation
and democratic accountability.
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bdo®  dgdmbgggsdo, Lobmpopmgdl  dzodg  xauRgool
AOM©S, 5530650,

6.  35b03yaomdgdols 3m3ysGymo  dgmmeos dsbol
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