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Many people in contemporary society hold a distinctly negative
view of the term “propaganda”, yet subtler methods of shaping
public opinion through public relations techniques often receive
little critical attention. Commercial examples make this ease of
influence apparent: a heavily advertised product can win rapid
public approval and, in the process, obscure the widespread
presence of persuasive messaging within news and everyday
discourse. Curiously, individuals are inclined to dismiss
statements they find objectionable — those emanating from racist,
chauvinistic or terrorist groups — while readily disseminating
material that confirms their pre-existing beliefs.

Before designating a particular model of political
communication as propaganda, it is necessary to examine whether
it deploys rhetoric, symbolism and myth. Such elements form the
architecture of persuasive messaging and determine its resonance.
Of especial concern are the techniques used by political parties
that have attained power; assessing both the deployment and
effectiveness of their tactics is crucial to understanding how
consent is engineered in contemporary polities.

Shaping or altering public opinion requires an appreciation
of people’s motives and interests, coupled with knowledge of the

59
BRAMS 2023 Nov ISSN 2667-9299 (print)
Volume 4, Issue 9 ISSN 2960-9348 (online)



mass-communication channels employed to reach them.
Successful persuasion often hinges on mobilising authoritative
and influential intermediaries to project messages to broader
audiences. These sources confer legitimacy and facilitate
transmission, enabling targeted narratives to gain traction more
rapidly than those that lack endorsement.

Historically, the formation and modification of public
sentiment were prerogatives of monarchs, chiefs and religious
authorities. The advent of democratic values, however, has
decentralised the capacity to influence: in principle, any
individual may now contribute to public discourse. Yet the
underlying instincts of Homo sapiens — self-preservation,
procreation and affiliation — continue to shape how messages are
received and propagated. From these primal drives emerge more
elaborate social motives that persuaders exploit to mobilise
support or suppress dissent.

The degree to which citizens either uncritically accept
manipulative communications or actively scrutinise them is
largely a function of political education and civic awareness. A
populace equipped with analytical tools and a commitment to
rational deliberation is less susceptible to exploitation; conversely,
low levels of media literacy render communities vulnerable to the
subtle mechanics of influence. Cultivating critical faculties,
therefore, serves as a defence against pernicious propaganda.

The interplay of rhetorical strategy, symbolic framing,
media infrastructure and human psychology underpins the
practice of public-opinion manipulation. A practical, classical
appreciation of the Fourth Estate is more vital today than at any
previous point in human history. By subjecting persuasive
communications to rigorous analysis and by cultivating an
informed citizenry, societies can curb the reach of harmful
propaganda and strengthen democratic participation.
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