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The primary problem facing modern Georgia is the
restoration of violated territorial integrity. What is the exact
meaning of restoring territorial integrity?

In the twelfth century, during the reign of King David IV
and King Tamar, the territory of Georgia covered 307,000 sq. km.
Due to historical misfortune, Georgia lost much of its territory. By
the twentieth century, the country had been downsized to 111,000
sq. km. During the Soviet period, Georgia was left with only
69,000 sq. km. Fate was not merciful to us even thereafter, and in
the last thirty years, as a result of two devastating wars with
Russia, our northern occupying neighbour has taken away 25,000
sq. km. (Abkhazia and Samachablo). Accordingly, the jurisdiction
of the current Government of Georgia extends to only 44,000 sq.
km.

In 2008, the occupying Russia declared Abkhazia and
Samachablo — Georgia’s indigenous lands and historical regions —
“independent states”. In reality, these two Georgian territories
have been turned into Russian dominions. Twelve years have
passed since the last war with Russia, yet the occupation and
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annexation of Georgian territories continue to this day. Over the
last decade alone, Georgia has lost almost 2,000 sq. km. through
the creeping occupation practised by the Russian Federation.

Georgia is, and is expected to remain, an independent
country. It has joined almost all major international organisations
except NATO and the European Union. The country firmly
supports the Western course and, in practice, actively participates
in NATO peacekeeping programmes, the work of the NATO—-
Georgia Commission, and has signed a friendship agreement on
cooperation with the European Commission, and so on.

Let us consider the problem of restoring Georgia’s
territorial integrity from a legal perspective. The Code of
International Law and related UN-EU documents set out the
obligation to protect the sovereignty of states and the inviolability
of their borders. On the surface, everything appears to be in order.
Once a state exists, regardless of whether it is a UN member,
under the “new world order,” all other states are obliged to protect
that state’s sovereign rights.

The United Nations and the International Court of Justice
associated with it have existed for nearly a century, yet it is
difficult to identify even a single instance during their existence in
which these “highly authoritative international institutions”
corrected borders or restored violated territorial integrity in
respect of any UN member states.

It is therefore unsurprising that Georgia has been unable to
escape the chaos of a world marked by uncertainty over rights.
The results (in terms of restoring Georgia’s territorial integrity)
remain negative. | emphasise that Georgia is currently seeking the
return of only those territories it has lost over the past three
decades. Accordingly, restoring territorial integrity means
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restoring the international borders established by the UN in the
1990s (69,000 sq. km).

Years pass, yet the return of seized Georgian territories has
not only proved impossible; prospects have grown increasingly
bleak. The Russian—Georgian territorial conflict, compounded by
the merciless indifference of the West, is slowly taking the shape
of a frozen conflict comparable, for example, to the Turkish—
Greek dispute over Cyprus: an island “sliced in half” like an
apple.

King Heraclius II defended every inch of our ancestral land
with his own blood. Yet in March 1921, a new Bolshevik ruler,
Sergo Ordzhonikidze, by a special decree, “gifted” (allegedly
returned) Georgian historical lands to neighbouring states:

e Lore to Armenia,

« Saingilo (that is, Borchalo and Zakatala) to Azerbaijan,

e The Sochi region to Russia.

Thus, during the 1920s, an additional 20,327 sq. km of
Georgian territory was ceded to other countries through the
irresponsible hand of Sergo Ordzhonikidze.

After the Second World War, Stalin intended to return to
Georgia the lands lost to Tiirkiye as a result of Ottoman—Turkish
expansion. On his instructions, the scientific and political
foundations for resolving the issue were even prepared. However,
Stalin died in 1953, and the problem remained unresolved. What
is the situation today in Tao-Klarjeti, a historical Georgian region
that remains under Turkish possession? The Georgian churches
and monasteries there are left without the necessary care and
attention — Oshki, Bana, Parkhali, Ishkhani, Khandzta, Dolisqana,
Shatberdi, Khakhuli, and others. Our precious historical artefacts
are being destroyed and ruined daily, while Tbeti and Opiza have
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been bulldozed by the Turks, who claimed they were laying a

road...

At present, no one considers Georgia’s territorial integrity

other than a small number of ardent Georgian patriots — tireless,

yet exhausted at the absence of any tangible results. The creeping
Russian occupation is appalling, as is the issue of David Gareji.
Russia, mercilessly — like a mythical firebird — swallows Georgian

territory piece by piece. What are the ways and prospects for
restoring Georgia’s territorial integrity?

L.

Special agencies should be urgently established in Strasbourg
and within the United Nations, tasked exclusively with work
on restoring territorial integrity.

. Georgia should be admitted to NATO immediately, along

with all the attendant international defence mechanisms.

. The West should abandon its policy of double standards and

firmly raise its voice against Putin’s Russia as an occupying
power.

Economic and political sanctions against Russia should be
tightened — not with long-term objectives, but with the most
severe consequences in the coming months, designed to
compel Russia to cede the occupied territories.

. Since the Geneva format and the Karasin—Abashidze

meetings are entirely pointless, high-level ministerial
meetings (including presidents or prime ministers) should be
convened to address the restoration of territorial integrity
directly, rather than indirectly as at present.

An internationally authoritative commission should be
established to discuss the political status of Abkhazia and the
so-called South Ossetia (Samachablo) within Georgia,
whether as a federation or a confederation.
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