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What is the future of traditional media? Will it lose its readers as a
result of the development of modern information technologies,
given that the vast majority of society will begin to prefer getting
their news online? To find answers to such questions, we must
first turn to media theory.

Some media experts argue that traditional media (newspa-
pers, magazines, books) are a “relic of the past” and will be una-
ble to withstand the intensified competition of the high-tech era:
competition from electronic media, and even more so from digital
media. It is also clear that the development of modern information
technologies has created genuine problems for traditional media,
which are, in particular, losing readers. However, there is an op-
posing view: that newspapers and magazines are irreplaceable and
will always have their readership.

In this debate, the reader’s interest — attunement to their
needs and expectations — is the key to success. An unreliable ap-
proach is to become “yellow” and pursue easy routes to populari-
ty, seeking effortless success in ratings and thereby gaining cheap
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recognition. By contrast, professionalism, analytical thinking, a
sense of novelty, and a sharp journalistic eye are essential; above
all, there must be respect for the reader and a willingness to take
account of their expectations and interests, informed by research
into the media market. These are the means by which traditional
media can withstand intensified competition amid rapid develop-
ments in information technologies, preserve its distinctive niche,
and attract readership.

The depth of thought and the richness of content make a
printed text (newspaper, magazine, book) engaging, whereas in
oral speech — radio and television broadcasting — the audio or vis-
ual effect of artistry tends to predominate. Yet in the art of per-
suasion, in any case, the capacity to think deeply and engagingly;
to tell compelling stories; to analyse events or facts; to identify
problems; to explain causes and effects; to research, and to reason
quickly and accurately, in a logical manner — remains decisive.
Thus, the popularity of a media outlet and its viability are deter-
mined by professionalism rather than by technical means.

Our small, yet long-established country has impressive tra-
ditions of mastery in persuasion. One of the earliest centres of
Georgian classical eloquence was the Colchis rhetorical school.
Its existence is confirmed by the 27th speech of the fourth-century
Greek orator and philosopher Themistius (c. 317 — c. 388 AD),
addressed to a young man in the provinces. In that speech, the
orator refers to the Colchis rhetorical school as a desirable provid-
er of higher education, where both Themistius and his father, Eu-
genius, received their philosophical training.

This extremely important scientific and pedagogical centre
of ancient Georgian culture was located in Western Georgia (the
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original source names the region as Colchis), where the Rioni
River meets the Black Sea. Themistius calls this area the “temple
of the Muses”. The Colchian Academy reached its height in the
fourth century and existed from the third to the sixth centuries. Its
establishment followed the rapprochement between the Georgian
and Hellenistic cultural worlds.

The Colchian rhetorical school was, above all, a centre of
eloquence. As Themistius himself indicates, its teaching was not:
“how to throw arrows... but how to be trained in the art of rheto-
ric.” This rhetorician, philosopher, and statesman later became a
leading figure in Constantinople: he entered state service under
Constantius II, subsequently enjoyed imperial favour, and was
appointed prefect of Constantinople under Theodosius. Themisti-
us was nicknamed “Euphrades” (“eloquent™).

A country with these remarkable traditions, which im-
pressed a figure such as Themistius, should be able to overcome
the contemporary crisis affecting print media without difficulty
and meet the challenges brought about by the high-tech era in
modern media.
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