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The modern Georgian opinion press — traditionally termed
publicistic journalism within Continental media theory — has
displayed a distinctly unpleasant tendency to decline since the
beginning of the third millennium. Recently, a number of
newspapers and magazines have been closing one after another,
almost as if the disappearance were taking place out of sight. The
immediate cause is not difficult to identify: demand among
popular readers has fallen. Subscriptions to several long-
established newspapers have dropped dramatically. Yet, although
journalism research is active and scholars are diligently
investigating the causes of readers’ growing indifference, no
single explanation emerges that could fully account for the current
situation.

At the same time, our contemporary media has taken an
unprecedented step towards scandal. The pursuit of sensation, in
effect, undermines its ability to penetrate the deeper structure of
events and to address their underlying causes. It is therefore
perhaps unsurprising that it has become difficult to name a
Georgian “mega-newspaper” with a recognisable journalistic
style. Most journalists, in practice, seem to have been reduced to
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little more than interviewers — tasks that, while not without value,
cannot replace interpretation, analysis, or narrative depth.

A further feature of today’s print landscape 1is its
monotonous symmetry. Opposition newspapers often prove
indistinguishable from one another, even in terms of their topics.
Similarly, pro-government newspapers are levelled by a certain
invisible inevitability and, for obvious reasons, have become
repetitive. How is it possible for an opposition paper to fail to
notice even a single step, a single positive decision, or a single
substantial piece of work accomplished by the government?
Conversely, how could an editor of a pro-government newspaper
— or its freelance journalists — fail to notice the very flaws that
deserve scrutiny: mistakes, errors, or even inadvertent
inaccuracies, for which the government should be held to
account? The central defect of modern media lies precisely here:
it has become excessively politicised, radical in tone, and
fundamentally one-sided.

I would also suggest that the reader’s loss of interest in
contemporary print media is connected to the gradual
disappearance of the oldest, tried-and-tested genres of journalism.
Today, almost nobody attempts the profile, the feature article, or
reportage in the full sense of these forms. Genres that require
observation, research, patient reconstruction, and narrative
responsibility have been replaced by formats that prioritise speed,
topicality, and ideological emphasis. In the long run, such
practices can only weaken the press’s cultural function: instead of
opening a window onto reality, they offer a distorted mirror. Let
me illustrate this with a brief but personal testimony. I want to
speak of a feature article — not as theory, but through a story.

Some time ago, I visited the village of Ditsi in the Gori
municipality. It is a near-border settlement where Russian
occupiers are seizing Georgian villages. They have intensified
what is often described as creeping annexation. The barbed wire
has swallowed part of Georgian farmers’ arable land. The fence
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did not merely divide fields: it cut the historical cemetery of Ditsi
in half. Consequently, the community was physically split — some
remained on one side, others on the other. I walked through the
village, stepping only on the unoccupied half of the stubble fields
— fields that had been grasped illegally, in an unthinkable,
inhuman manner. At that moment, as a Georgian writer, I felt
tears rise from helplessness: helplessness towards the local people
and towards my homeland.

I cannot claim that Georgian journalists ignored this
national tragedy. Our newspapers, radio, and television have
repeatedly exposed the lawlessness of the Russian invaders. And
yet coverage consistently failed to articulate the main point — one
that should draw the attention not only of the Georgian public, but
of the wider world. It was not merely creeping annexation. It was
also vandalism on an unprecedented scale: the deliberate,
senseless destruction carried out by the occupiers.

Within two years of my visit, only the ruins of the “ghost
village” will remain where Ditsi once stood. The Russians have
since cut off the village’s drinking water and blocked the
irrigation canal entirely. Despite the magnitude of this destruction,
no single feature article in modern Georgian newspapers has
addressed the problem in depth. Journalistic attention has
narrowed to what was visible — barbed wire — while the full range
of misfortunes and consequences brought by such lawlessness and
cruelty has remained largely unexplored.

When journalists fail to see the problem, when they do not
investigate its core, when the central element is lost amid
surrounding noise, the press can no longer claim to be guided by
truth or relevance. It becomes a mechanism of selective attention
rather than a means of understanding. Such media has no durable
future. In my view, this is the main problem of the modern
Georgian opinion press: it is not simply that it reports less, but
that it often misrecognises what matters most, replacing genuine
narrative and investigative depth with politically shaped visibility.
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