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In March 1854, the British government made its first official
attempts at war photography during the Crimean War. The
initiative attracted considerable public interest in photographs
taken during combat. Over time, many images have
commemorated the Second World War, particularly the Battle of
Berlin, one of the most intense engagements of the conflict. This
article addresses several misunderstandings surrounding a
controversial photograph and seeks to clarify the historical record
using documentary evidence.

In May 1945, the Soviet government announced that the
state flag raised at the Reichstag by Mikheil Egorov and Meliton
Kantaria represented the Flag of Victory. However, the iconic
image associated with that episode is often attributed to staging by
the war photographer Yevgeny Khaldey. Khaldey obtained three
ordinary red flags made from tablecloths from a Moscow canteen,
brought them to Berlin, and asked soldiers near the Reichstag to
participate in a photoshoot using one of these flags.

Given the influence of widely circulated staged
photographs, public understanding remains uneven. Many
accounts continue to suggest that, on 2 May 1945, the official
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Victory Flag flew over the Reichstag. In fact, around forty red
flags were already displayed on the building at the time of the
capitulation. The work of several Soviet photojournalists
produced dozens of photographs in which different soldiers posed
with different flags in separate locations on the Reichstag.
Together, these images have tended to obscure the context
associated with the Victory Flag, which symbolises the storming
of the Reichstag and the defeat of Nazi Germany.

After the Battle of Berlin, the British observed the
Reichstag while it bore flags in a variety of shapes and colours as
they assumed control of the area from the Soviet forces. By then,
Soviet authorities had removed the Victory Flag raised by Egorov
and Kantaria from the Reichstag and sent it to Moscow.
Consequently, it is difficult to treat the Allies as eyewitnesses to
the display of the Victory Flag on 1 or 2 May 1945.

As Viktor Saprikov suggests, “Those photos merely
mimicked the Victory Flag. It was raised during the nighttime
battle, when no photographers were present at the Reichstag. The
cameras of that era could not capture images in complete
darkness. Most WWII photojournalists took their photographs
during the day. Photographers such as Ivan Shagin, Viktor
Tyomin, Alexander Kapustyansky, Yakov Rumkin, and Yevgeny
Khaldey improvised and staged scenes that aligned with their
artistic vision. Such false victory flags provide no insight into the
actual location of the true Victory Flag or the heroes who
achieved this historic feat of global significance.”

Documentary evidence indicates that the state flag attached
to the dome of the Reichstag by Egorov and Kantaria corresponds
to the Victory Flag. By contrast, the famous photograph staged by
Khaldey can be referred to as the Red Flag on the Reichstag. The
two images therefore have distinct purposes and significance: one
illustrates an act of extraordinary bravery, while the other is best
seen as a masterpiece of photographic composition.
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