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On 18 June 2026 Andy Burnham won a resounding victory for the 
Labour Party at the Makerfield (near Manchester) by-election. 
Especially in the context of the rapidly declining popularity of the 
Labour Party – it made a very poor showing in local elections in 
May 2026 – Makerfield was considered to be such an outstanding 
result that within a very few weeks the existing leader of the 
Labour Party, Sir Keir Starmer, had resigned. Andy Burnham, the 
sole candidate, was elected as the new leader on 17 July, and on 
20 July 2026 he became Prime Minister of the United Kingdom. 

Until the Makerfield by-election, when he resigned, Andy 
Burnham was mayor of Manchester, a city I’d happened to visit 
for the first time in my life in April this year, and was very 
favourably impressed by the overall atmosphere. Hence, it is 
understandable that large swathes of British society see Andy 
Burnham as the saviour of the country, able to mend the 
numerous ills from which it is purportedly suffering. 

 
Regional Inequality 

 

A key pillar of Andy Burnham’s policy is to remove regional 
inequalities. London especially, and the entire surrounding region 
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generally known as “the south east”, is far more prosperous and 
better connected than everywhere else in the country. If one looks 
at the current railway map of England, one immediately notices 
two things: firstly, vast areas of the country, formerly well-
connected, are now devoid of railways. A policy of closing so-
called “unremunerative branch lines” was introduced soon after 
nationalisation in 1948, but the dismantling of the railway 
network on a truly significant scale was encapsulated in the 
Beeching plan, implemented in the 1960s. Under that plan, not 
only branch lines but also many major trunk routes and thousands 
of stations were closed. One can immediately reject the argument 
that it is easy to criticise in hindsight and that at the time the 
action seemed reasonable. At the time countless voices were 
raised in protest, and irrefutable arguments against closing down 
about one third of the system were cogently formulated. They 
were overridden by the extraordinary circumstance of the family 
of the Minister of Transport owning a very large motorway 
construction company. 

Richard Beeching, the author of “The Reshaping of British 
Railways” report (1963, followed by “The Development of the 
Major Railway Trunk Routes” in 1965), came to the job with the 
reputation of someone who could apply clear, objective thinking 
to the matter (he had originally studied physics as an 
undergraduate at Imperial College). Unfortunately, this thinking, 
while it may have been clear and objective, was deplorably 
simplistic. Essentially, it consisted in totting up the revenues from 
each station and comparing it with the running costs. Beeching 
completely failed to differentiate between short, trivial journeys 
(which made up the overwhelming proportion of road mileage), 
and “journeys that matter”. Furthermore, Beeching apparently 
failed to appreciate the nature of railways as a system. The 
concept of universal service is accepted for the post and 
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telephones; it was illogical to reject it for the railways. Another 
defect was the almost obsessive elimination of apparent 
redundancy (i.e., alternative routes). Post-Beeching, their loss has 
been regretted time and time again whenever there is disruption, 
whether planned or not, to the sole surviving route. 

Compounding the enormity of the mass closures was the 
unseemly haste with which the now redundant land formerly 
occupied by great city termini was disposed of. It is 
incomprehensible why the railways were not allowed to retain 
their vast real estate holdings, revenues from which could have 
been used to offset operating losses of “unremunerative branch 
lines” (cf. China Motor Bus in Hong Kong). Even the track beds 
of closed lines were sold off wherever possible, rather than 
mothballed for possible future reopening, as seems to have been 
originally mooted, and vital bridges, viaducts and so forth were 
often deliberately dismantled. 

The second striking feature of the present railway map is its 
strongly radial character, with most lines leading from provincial 
centres to London. This feature alone, alongside the fact that 
nowadays the south east has the densest railway network of the 
remaining system, accounts for the regional disparities. 
Presumably at the time of “The Reshaping of British Railways” 
and “The Development of the Major Railway Trunk Routes”, the 
argument was something along the lines of “these regions are 
depressed, there is comparatively little rail traffic, hence it is 
better to close the lines”, rather than the inverse concept of “these 
regions seem to be depressed, let us therefore use the railways as 
instruments for their regeneration and development”. Instead, we 
had an appalling, overweening spate of road construction, 
resulting in most cities becoming alienating to pedestrians and 
civic conviviality. 
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Extremely belatedly, the errors of the Beeching plan were 
officially recognised in the shape of the desire to build a new 
high-speed railway, HS2 (HS1 is the link from London to the 
Channel Tunnel but this is a separate matter not really connected 
to the development of the British economy as a whole) from 
London to Birmingham and possibly to cities further north 
including Manchester and Leeds. Even on the scale of other 
grandiose government failures, it would be hard to find a more 
extreme example than HS2. What now remains of the original 
plan (i.e., just London to Birmingham) will merely duplicate the 
existing line from Euston, but will not have a single intermediate 
station. The environmental cost of constructing HS2, especially in 
Buckinghamshire, has been colossal. Is there such great demand 
for non-stop, slightly faster travel from London to Birmingham? I, 
for one, would far rather be able to travel by the comfortable and 
long defunct Birmingham Pullman from Paddington than in a 
cramped high-speed carriage with the possible “saving” of a few 
minutes. 

The rationale for HS2 seems to hark back to the 1983 
Serpell report “Railway Finances”, which asserted that “travel 
itself is a disbenefit”. The mentality is bizarre. It is surely better to 
spend an extra half hour in comfort – time that can be used 
productively for reading, writing, or reviewing – than to race, as if 
unconscious, to one’s destination. The four-hour high-speed 
service between Tbilisi and Batumi, proposed by Georgian 
Railways in August 2026, closely resembles the reality of rail 
travel in the UK. The 30-minute saving on the Tbilisi–Batumi 
route has come at the expense of shorter station stops. Passengers 
must sprint from the carriages to avoid being trapped on board. 
Time-conscious conductors warn them 15 minutes before each 
stop to have their luggage ready at the doors. Standing up, 
stretching one’s legs, or lingering on the platform for a minute or 



 

BRAMS 2026 Nov                                      ISSN 2667-9299 (print) 
Volume 7, Issue 19                                  ISSN 2960-9348 (online) 

13 

two while the train stops at Kutaisi, Ureki or Kobuleti is no longer 
permitted: those who linger would delay passengers disembarking 
at earlier stops, who are already rushing to manoeuvre their 
suitcases through the narrow carriage aisles, climb or descend the 
steps, and cross the gap at the doorway in time. Georgian 
Railways’ policy, however, takes no account of the considerable 
physical strain caused by sitting still for four hours. 

If imbalance of rail connectivity is the key to understanding 
regional imbalance in prosperity (in turn due to imbalance in 
productivity and so forth), can it be rebalanced by rebuilding the 
railways? This was my suggestion in 2018 in a contribution to the 
Great British Transport Competition to find alternative 
infrastructure projects to HS2 (see Appendix). It will, of course, 
be a selective rebuilding, taking advantage of the laborious 
surveying and land acquisition of the past wherever possible, 
although, as mentioned above, widespread dismantling and 
disposal of closed lines raises obstacles. 

Andy Burnham asks for 10 years to rebalance the regions. If 
progress with East West Rail is anything to go by,1 it will take a 
great deal longer. Nevertheless, work in planning and construction 
– and, dare one state, in building the rolling stock in Britain rather 
than importing it as has been the norm for the past few decades – 
would in itself provide a great deal of economic stimulus even 
before the railways were opened to actual traffic. 

 
Adult Social Care 

 

People are alarmed at the rapid increase in the prevalence of 
dementia.2-4 If one plots it on a logarithmic scale for the past few 
decades, the increase looks to be exponential, implying that if the 
rate coefficient remains unchanged, then by 2120 we shall have 
about six and a half million cases in England, or roughly 10% of 
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the population. People with dementia almost certainly require 
adult social care. It is estimated that in 2026 almost 1 million 
people in England are suffering from dementia; about half that 
number have been diagnosed with it. This raises an important 
point regarding the difference between prevalence and a formal 
diagnosis; reliable diagnosis is relatively recent.5,6 Hence, the time 
window over which the number of diagnoses (or prevalence) can 
be compared is rather short, and we cannot be sure whether the 
increase is exponential. Furthermore there is no reason to expect it 
to be exponential, given that exponential growth is associated 
with phenomena in which an increase in the number of something 
depends on the number already present. This is manifestly not the 
case with dementia. Why, then, is it increasing? 

Let us hypothesise that it affects a fixed proportion of the 
population. The population is growing, but not as fast as the 
growth of dementia; hence population growth alone cannot 
explain the increase. It is, however, well established that the 
prevalence of dementia increases with age; life expectancy is 
increasing, hence at first sight this alone would “explain” the 
growth of dementia. On the other hand, dementia is a leading 
cause of death; hence increasing life expectancy implies 
diminished prevalence of dementia. 

To resolve this paradox, we should note that the increase in 
life expectancy is an empirical observation well associated with 
increasing gross domestic product (GDP) (the Preston and Bristol 
curves).7 It is linked to all kinds of advances in knowledge that 
lead to practical improvements, such as in sanitation. The overall 
figure of life expectancy is an average, hence reduction in child 
mortality has a big effect. A very significant advance in 
understanding its causes was made by Semmelweis.8,9 It is 
fascinating to speculate how his solid observations and reasoning 
depended on having achieved a certain level of civilisation (of 
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which GDP is a very rough indicator). In the epilogue of his book 
Mathematical Logic,10 Steen asks “Why weren’t the main features 
of modern symbolic logic invented thousands of years ago?”, 
especially since their discovery does not require any kind of 
advanced technology. This rather belies Rutherford’s belief that 
scientific progress has a kind of inevitability, depending on the 
“combined wisdom of thousands of men”.11 On the contrary, 
insight such as that of Semmelweis appears as an isolated flash 
(and in his case was vigorously opposed by his contemporaries for 
many years thereafter). 

The relationship between life expectancy and dementia, 
apparently both cause and effect, needs further attention beyond 
the scope of this essay. Here, let us merely note that increasing 
life expectancy has been associated with an expansion of 
morbidity,12 of which dementia is a part. 

Many factors could be responsible for this expansion. A 
major one is phylogenetic maladaptation.13 A subtle manifestation 
of this is scientific advances (the discovery of a drug) leading to 
the elimination of a particular mortality-causing disease. Life is 
thereby prolonged, but the survivors then become susceptible to 
another disease simply by virtue of living longer, which then 
becomes a leading cause of mortality. 

When it comes to specific causes of dementia, it is almost 
certainly associated with protein aggregation in the brain, which 
begs the question: what causes the aggregation? One candidate is 
the prevalence of aluminium in our environment; Exley calls our 
era “the age of aluminium”.14 

The purpose of this rather lengthy preamble was to point 
out that accepting the rise of dementia as an immutable feature 
and concentrating upon improving the administrative and fiscal 
arrangements for dealing with it barely addresses the problem. In 
order to really tackle it, one needs to discover its underlying 
features along the lines adumbrated above. 
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Shortage of Housing 
 

It is said that the UK is in the grip of a housing crisis. What does 
this actually mean? Let H be the number of houses, and N the 
population. Does it simply mean H < N? There was no housing 
shortage in the world of The Machine Stops;15 every inhabitant 
had his or her own little cell; the population was stable. In 
contemporary reality, houses can accommodate multiple 
individuals; if we say m per house, which might simply be the 
number of rooms, are we really saying that mH < N? These 
quantities are of course composite: we have houses with m = 1, 2, 
3,... and they can accommodate a total of ΣmHm, with Hm being 
the number of houses with m rooms. It is far from clear whether 
ΣmHm < N; hence the crisis may be illusory. Nevertheless, there 
may be no technical problem and, in any case, a technical solution 
has been proposed – building more houses. 

In a perspicacious essay, Hardin defines a technical solution 
as “one that requires a change only in the techniques of the natural 
sciences, demanding little or nothing in the way of change in 
human values or ideas of morality”.16 In fact, even existing 
measures to solve the housing “crisis” have involved coercion, 
such as obligations imposed on local planning authorities to 
permit large numbers of houses to be built on agricultural land, 
despite strong, sometimes unanimous, opposition from the 
residents represented by those authorities. 

One perceives a great muddle of thinking. N should be 
replaced by a composite Nn, with n = 1, 2, 3,..., where n is the 
number of members of the household in which an individual 
desires to live.  ΣmHm may already equal  ΣnNn, but that is 
considered insufficient – one desires to match each Hm with  Nn, 
setting m equal to n. Traditionally, market forces have been 
allowed to achieve a rough kind of equality, but their apparent 
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failure is manifested by the existence of many people housed 
unsatisfactorily, hence the current frenzy of new house building. 
One should, however, be clear that any solution involves some 
kind of coercion and it may be worse to coerce people to accept 
new houses on agricultural land than to coerce a redistribution of 
occupancy such that n is better matched to m. Questions involving 
human values and ideas of morality need thoroughgoing public 
debate. We have not even mentioned that N is actually increasing 
in the UK, largely due to immigration (and the perceived shortfall 
in annual housebuilding is about the same as annual net 
immigration). Immigration is already a contentious issue in the 
UK, and its consideration must be included in the debate about 
house building. 

Just as important as the number of houses is their quality. 
Julian Huxley has pointed out that “ugly or depressing towns are 
immoral”.17 Here we have another sort of crisis,18 but a very 
simple technical solution would work wonders – simply planting 
more trees along the streets of our towns and cities. Even a street 
of architecturally very mediocre houses can be greatly beautified 
by making the street into an avenue – which at the same time 
gives a great boost to carbon sequestration. Yet, efforts in this 
direction are either absent or astonishingly half-hearted. One 
occasionally finds that the local authorities have planted trees, 
albeit often of unsuitable species, but then they are neglected and 
half of them die within a year or two of planting. Here a great deal 
can be done at very low cost. 

 
Education 

 

Undoubtedly, Andy Burnham is right when he says that education 
needs a complete rethink. We simply need to focus on problem-
solving rather than the obsession with examinations,19 and far 
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more attention needs to be given to the earliest years.20 Yet actual 
policy is going in the opposite direction. The current trend is 
towards increasing centralisation and standardisation. One 
manifestation is the de facto central government coercion for 
schools to join multi-trust academies. Another is the rise of 
premade educational materials, such as those offered online by 
“Twinkl”. It became big during COVID-19, when schools were 
closed and had to offer online lessons, and it pandered to lazy 
teachers by offering them ready-made lessons. These materials 
are characterised by appalling mediocrity and errors of fact. Yet 
such businesses appear to be highly profitable. 

The capabilities of artificial general intelligence may soon 
surpass those of an average university graduate.21 This suggests 
that education at all levels needs to be reconsidered. In particular, 
it raises the question of whether smaller provincial universities 
should continue to offer niche courses when high-quality material 
is widely available through massive open online courses 
(MOOCs) from institutions such as MIT or Stanford. 

Also in the mix of factors is the increasing availability of 
adult leisure due to the increasing productivity of work.22 This 
leisure should be channelled into educating children rather than 
squandered in the artificial entertainment industry, such as the 
planned Universal United Kingdom Resort near Bedford, which 
aims to become Europe’s largest. One might again quote Huxley: 
“true understanding and enjoyment are ends in themselves, as 
well as tools for or relaxations from a job, and therefore we must 
explore and make fully available the techniques of education and 
self-education”.17 
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Conclusions 
 

One could continue with other themes, such as the health service, 
but the lines are clear. One needs to get to the fundamentals of the 
problem. One needs to decide which, if any, of them are 
immutable. A technical solution may be obvious but 
impracticable because of obstacles related to human values or 
ideas of morality; we need just as much clear thinking for the 
latter as for the technical solutions. 
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Appendix 
 

This is an abridged version of the author’s submission (October 
2018) to the Great British Transport Competition organised by the 
TaxPayers’ Alliance (London). 
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Railway Renaissance 
 
Abstract 
 

This project seeks to reverse the chronic undercapacity and 
general inadequacy of Britain’s present-day rail network by using 
the entire HS2 budget to reopen as many former lines as makes 
sense, according to objective criteria, the development of which is 
part of the project. Part I is the gathering of up-to-date 
information about settlement patterns, to show where there is 
reasonable demand for transport links, and about the status of 
closed routes. The output is a ranked list of routes to reopen. Part 
II is the development of a concept for low-cost rural light 
railways, possibly running autonomously on demand. Part III is a 
model for station-based entrepreneurship: apart from the very 
largest big-city stations, all stations on the new and existing 
network should be operated independently under franchise, with 
the owner fully responsible for developing traffic (passenger and 
freight). Part IV is implementation – working down the list 
produced in Part I until the budget is exhausted. 
 
 
Introduction 
 

Immediately prior to nationalisation of Britain’s railways in 1948, 
the route mileage was almost 20,000. Especially during the first 
25 years of nationalisation, the network was drastically curtailed; 
today the route mileage is about 10,000. Meanwhile, there have 
been considerable changes in settlement patterns and demands for 
transport. Many significant towns are without railways. Some of 
the larger ones are (population in parentheses) Gosport (83,000), 
Daventry (71,000), Wisbech (32,000), Peterhead (20,000), 
Tiverton (20,000) and Brixham (17,000). There are a great many 
in the 10,000–20,000 range. Furthermore, many useful, short 
connecting routes were closed (e.g., Alton–Winchester, Uckfield–
Lewes, Lowestoft–Yarmouth). Since privatization following the 
1993 Railways Act, decline has been arrested – indeed, passenger 
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numbers have more than doubled – but this has been matched by 
only very minor increases in route mileage. Hence, there is a 
chronic problem of inadequate capacity. Discussions on reopening 
lines proceed with glacial speed. 
 
 
Part I. Gathering information 
 

A. Gathering of up-to-date information about settlement and 
movement patterns 
The purpose of this part is to show where there is reasonable 
demand for transport links. The output may also indicate new 
routes (i.e., never previously having had a railway). 
 
B. Gathering information about the status of closed lines 
Pertinent questions include: Is the infrastructure still owned by 
Network Rail? What is the state of the civil engineering works? 
Answering them will require fieldwork as well as access to 
Network Rail archives. 
 
C. Routes to reopen 
A list of such routes will be produced by an algorithm that will 
probably be based on some kind of multi-objective optimisation 
to produce, from the inputs of A. and B., a ranked list of routes to 
reopen – the first position will be both the most useful and the 
most feasible route. Sub-parts A, B and C will be worked on in 
parallel. 
 
 
Part II.  A concept for low-cost rural light railways 
 

These railways will carry trains, or even single locomotives, 
possibly running autonomously on demand, which should enable 
a greater mileage than otherwise to be built and operated 
profitably, and will enable the budget to be stretched somewhat. 
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Part III. A model for station-based entrepreneurship 
 

This model will apply to all stations apart from the very largest 
big-city ones. All stations on the new and existing network should 
be operated independently under franchise, with the owner fully 
responsible for developing traffic (passenger and freight). 
 
 
Part IV. Implementation 
 

Implementation will start as soon as Part I is complete. If several 
routes or stations are very close in feasibility and usefulness, they 
can be worked on in parallel. Essentially, the list produced in Part 
I will be worked on in order, until the budget is exhausted. 
 
 
Key advantages 
 

• Low-cost assessment of whether a route or station is 
worth reopening. 

• Rapid assessment, instead of many years as at present, 
leaving businesses and all others who might ultimately 
benefit from reopening in lengthy limbo (a particularly 
egregious example of this is the endless story of East West 
Rail). 

 
 
Time span for realisation 
 

Preparatory work can be started immediately, building up the 
database and working out the algorithms to rank each 
route/station. This should be completed within 6 months – 
assuming adequate staff to carry out the footwork. 
The first milestone will be the ranked list of routes. At the top will 
be the most feasible route (or station) to reopen, which also 
maximises benefit. 
Work on Part IV should be started immediately thereafter. It is not 
anticipated that routes at the top of the list will be relatively 



 

BRAMS 2026 Nov                                      ISSN 2667-9299 (print) 
Volume 7, Issue 19                                  ISSN 2960-9348 (online) 

24 

lightly used rural ones that would benefit from the output of Part 
II. 
Part III is independent from the other parts – it could first be 
implemented as a pilot scheme with some existing stations. 
 
 
Total cost to completion 
 

50 GGBP – the entire HS2 budget. If the entire route mileage 
closed between 1950 and the present were reopened, this would 
provide £5 million per mile, which is reasonable for a brand-new 
railway (e.g., the TGV in France, which is built to very 
demanding specifications, costs about £7 million per km). In fact, 
probably only about 5000 miles are likely to be useful and 
feasible to reopen (or build anew where the old infrastructure is 
irretrievably lost), making the whole project comfortably within 
budget. 
 
 
Cost–benefit analysis 
 

It should be emphasised that the ultimate aim of this project is to 
contribute to a civilised and civilising national infrastructure, 
rendering a significantly larger proportion of the country (both 
geographically and in population terms) accessible to railways. 
The implementation of Part III should also result in presently 
unmanned stations becoming once again staffed, but not, as all too 
often was the case formerly, in a rather passive sense, but as hubs 
of entrepreneurialism playing a proactive part in boosting the 
local economy. 
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donkixoti xelisuflebaSi modis 
 

(anotacia) 

 
sakvanZo sityvebi: endi bernemi, regionuli uTanasworoba, 

satransporto politika, rkinigza, HS2, 
biCingis daxurvebi, demencia, zrdasrul-
Ta socialuri dacva, binadrobiT 
uzrunvelyofis problema, ganaTlebis 
reforma, gaerTianebuli samefo 

 
 
statiaSi ganxilulia didi britaneTis 

ramdenime Zireuli problema: regionuli 
uTanasworoba, demencia da zrdasrulTa socialuri 
daxmareba, sacxovrebliT uzrunvelyofasTan 
dakavSirebuli problemebi da ganaTlebis reformis 
saWiroeba. aRniSnuli sakiTxebisadmi amJamindeli 
politikuri midgoma arasworia, radgan isini, 
ZiriTadad, teqnikur gamowvevebad ganixileba. 
gamokvlevis safuZvelze naTeli xdeba, rom mdgradi 
progresi damokidebulia ufro Rrma mizezebis 
identificirebasa da adaminuri Rirebulebebisa da 
moraluri arCevanis winaSe dgomaze, rasac 
teqnikuri xasiaTis gamosavali xSirad 
ugulebelyofs. es Tema gaanalizebulia endi 
bernemis 2026 wlis ivlisSi britaneTis politikur 
kabadonze swrafi aRzevebis fonze, romelmac 
sakuTari politikuri TvalTaxedvis SemoTavazeba 
swrafad daiwyo; Zireul problemaTa (transporti, 
jandacva, binadroba, saskolo ganaTleba) gadaWris 
gzebi Camoyalibebulia gabatonebuli politikuri 
midgomebis kritikuli analizis meSveobiT. 
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naSromi iwyeba mekerfildis (manCesteris 
maxloblad) Sualeduri arCevnebiT 2026 wlis 18 
ivniss, romelic leiboristuli partiis udavo 
gamarjveba iyo im gancxadebebis fonze, rom am 
partiis popularoba ecemoda 2026 wlis maisis 
adgilobrivi arCevnebis arasaxarbielo SedegTa 
Semdeg. masStabi imodena iyo, rom kir starmeri 
ramdenime kviraSi Tanamdebobidan gadadga. endi 
bernemi leiboristuli partiis liderad 17 ivliss 
airCies, xolo 20 ivliss ukve britaneTis axali 
premier-ministri gaxda. mxolod manCesterSi piradi 
vizitis safuZvelze SeuZlia rigiT amomrCevels 
imis aRqma, Tu realurad rogori atmosfero sufevs 
am qalaqSi endis merobis Sedegad. swored amiT 
aixsneba is faqti, Tu ratom aRiqvams bevri 
potenciur `mxsnelad~ bernems. 

endi bernemis politikuri programa regionuli 
uTanasworobis aRmofxvras ukavSirdeba. londoni, 
gansakuTrebiT, `samxreT-aRmosavleT~ teritoria, 
gacilebiT Zlieria ekonomikurad da ukeT 
dakavSirebuli, rac naTlad Cans inglisis 
rkinigzis rukaze. odesRac arsebuli Zlieri 
komunikacia moiSala da uzarmazari teritoriebi 
rkinigzis gareSe darCa. es gamoiwvia 1948 wlis 
Semdeg ganxorcielebuli post-nacionalizaciis 
politikuri kursis Sedegad `araanazRaurebadi 
sarkinigzo qvexazebis~ daxurvam. Tumca, ekonomikuri 
katastrofis umTavresi mizezi iyo 1960-iani wlebis 
biCingis gegma, radgan am programis farglebSi 
masobrivad daiSala inglisis rkinigzis qseli: ara 
marto mcire liandagebi, aramed – mravali ZiriTadi 
xazi da aTasobiT sadguri gauqmda. 

gamokvlevaSi uaryofilia is argumenti, rom 
biCingiseuli nabiji im droisTvis mainc gonivruli 
iyo da naklovan mxareTa danaxva mxolod drois 
gasvlis Semdeg gaxda SesaZlebeli. sarkinigzo 
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sistemis, daaxloebiT, erTi mesamedis daxurvis 
winaaRmdeg protesti da `utyuari argumentebi~ 
arsebobda, magram es, rogorc Cans, interesTa 
araordinaluri konfliqtiT gadaifara: maSindeli 
transportis ministris ojaxi, savaraudod, flobda 
avtomagistralebis samSeneblo kompanias. amitomac 
logikuria rkinigzis saWiro xazebis daxurvis 
faqtis dagmoba. 

ingliseli biznesmeni da inJineri, riCard 
biCingi (1913-1985), 1963-1965 wlebSi britaneTis 
rkinigzis sabWos Tavmjdomare iyo. 1963 wels 
gamocemuli wignis `britaneTis rkinigzis xelaxali 
formireba~ da amave Temaze 1965 wels warmodgenili 
angariSis avtors naTeli analizis unaris mqone 
pirovnebad aRiarebdnen, radgan universitetSi 
fizika hqonda naswavli. amis miuxedavad, statiis 
avtori biCingis meTods gaprimitivebuls uwodebs: 
Semosavlebis Tanxebi Sedarebuli iyo saoperacio 
xarjebTan, mniSvnelovani mgzavrobebis daxasiaTebis 
gareSe. ufro uaresic, biCingi rkinigzas epyroboda 
rogorc erTmaneTTan daukavSirebel nawilebs da 
mas ar aRiqvamda erTian sistemad, romelic 
saWiroebda farTo momsaxurebis logikas, rogoric 
arsebobda universaluri safosto Tu satelefono 
servisebis SemTxvevaSi. 

zedmeti resursebi mikerZoebulad Semcirda. 
biCingis gegmis Semdeg, alternatiuli marSrutebis 
dakargvam metad gaaZvira Seferxebebi da qveyana 
naklebi raodenobis sarkinigzo xazebis imedad 
datova. zarali kidev ufro gaamwvava msxvili bolo 
sadgurebis mimdebare, gamouyenebeli miwebis 
gayidvam, aseve, liandagebis ayram da iseTi 
mniSvnelovani nagebobebis ganadgurebam, rogoricaa 
xidebi da viadukebi, SenarCunebis nacvlad, maTi 
demontaJi ganxorcielda. 
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am istoriul faqtebze dayrdnobiT SegviZlia 
davasabuToT, rom dRevandeli araxelsayreli 
mdgomareoba geografiulad aris gamowveuli. 
darCenili rkinigzis qseli mkveTrad radialuria: 
xazebis umetesoba provinciuli centrebidan 
londonisken moemarTeba. es struqtura regionul 
uTanasworobas iwvevs, rac gansakuTrebiT 
TvalsaCinoa samxreT-aRmosavleT teritoriaze 
SenarCunebul mWidro sarkinigzo qselTan 
Sedarebisas. alternatiul formad migvaCnia uwin 
gauTvaliswinebeli varianti: nacvlad 
damokidebulebisa – `es Raribi regionebia da amitom 
unda daixuros rkinigzis xazebi~, logikuri aseTi 
midgoma iqneboda – `es regionebi Ratakurad 
gamoiyureba da swored amitom saWiroa rkinigzis 
gamoyeneba regeneraciisaTvis~. biCingis gegmis 
Semdgom periodSi, gzebis mSeneblobam qveiTebisTvis 
naklebad sasiamovno gaxada qalaqSi siaruli da 
Seasusta, zogadad, samoqalaqo cxovreba. 

Cqarosnuli matareblis meore xazi (HS2) imave 
azrovnebis Tanamedrove variants warmoadgens. esaa 
adrindeli Secdomebis dagvianebuli aRiareba. 
Cqarosnuli sarkinigzo xazis gayvana londonidan 
birmingemamde da, savaraudod, ufro CrdiloeTiTac, 
manCesterisa da lidsis CaTvliT, SesaZloa, saWiro 
gaxdes. Tumca, es didi, SecdomaSi Semyvani 
warumateblobis anareklia da ara – realuri 
gamosavali. es aormagebs londonsa da birmingems 
Soris arsebul infrastruqturas, magram 
Sualeduri sadgurebis gareSe. garemosTvis, 
gansakuTrebiT, bakingemis sagrafoSi miyenebuli 
zianis gaTvaliswinebiT, Zalze saeWvoa odnav ufro 
swrafi, uwyveti mgzavrobis fasi, romelic mxolod 
wuTebs zogavs. aseT perspeqtivas kontrastulad 
emijneba komfortuli momsaxurebis upiratesoba, 
Tundac, gauqmebulis. 
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Cqarosnuli matareblis meore xazis saWiroebis 
dasabuTeba, savaraudod, imeorebs 1983 wlis 
serpelis angariSs `rkinigzis finansebi~, romelic 
amtkicebda, rom `TavisTavad mgzavroba usargebloa~. 
es ucnaurad moCans, radgan umjobesia zedmeti dro 
komfortulad gaataro fiqrSi, vidre daniSnulebis 
adgilamde rbolaSi. saqarTvelos rkinigzis mier 
2026 wlis agvistoSi SemoTavazebuli Cqarosnuli 
matarebliT Tbilissa da baTums Soris 4-saaTiani 
mgzavroba Zalian waagavs inglisur realobas: 
Tbilisi-baTumis xazze 30 wuTis mogeba imis xarjze 
moxda, rom gaCerebebis dro Semcirda. mgzavrebi 
sprintiT unda gadmoxtnen vagonidan, rom ar CarCnen 
matarebelSi. drois faqtoriT SeSfoTebuli 
gamcileblebi gaCerebamde 15 wuTiT adre 
afrTxileben Camsvlelebs, bargi karTan winaswar 
miitanon. aRaraa nebadarTuli adgoma an fexis 
odnav gaSla, arc sxeulis dasveneba baqanze 1-2 
wuTiT gavla-gamovlisas quTaisis, urekisa Tu 
qobuleTis sadgurebze, radgan adre Camsvlel 
mgzavrebs Seaferxeben baTumSi Camsvlelebi. 
fizikurad sakmaod mZime datvirTvaa organizmisTvis 
oTxi saaTis ganmavlobaSi gaunZrevlad jdoma. 

sakiTxavia, britaneTis rkinigzis xazebis aR-
dgena Tu gamoasworebs amJamad arsebul disbalanss, 
an 2018 wlis winadadebas Tu SeuZlia Cqarosnuli 
matareblis meore xazis altenatiuli variantebis 
SemoTavazeba. vfiqrob, gaamarTlebs sarkinigzo 
xazebis SerCeviTi aRdgena, romelic gamoiyenebs 
adreul monacemebsa da miwis Sesyidvas. gauqmebuli 
xazebis ganadgureba am process arTulebs, magram 
dagegmva, mSenebloba da, Tundac, Sida moZravi 
Semadgenlobis muSaoba stimulirebas moaxdens 
ekonomikaze xazebis xelaxla gaxsnamde. 

am nawilebis gayolebaze, SemoTavazebuli 
samizne is politikuri stilia, romelic 
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orientirebulia xilul `teqnikur~ proeqtebze da 
ar iTvaliswinebs sistemur efeqtebs, grZelvadian 
horizontebsa Tu transportis socialur 
daniSnulebas. 

igive situaciaa demenciis SemTxvevaSic. 
sazogadoeba SeSfoTebulia am daavadebis 
gavrcelebis mzardi maCvenebliT. drois 
perspeqtivaSi, demencias mudmivad aCqarebuli 
gavrceleba axasiaTebs, rac fiqsirebuli 
monacemebis pirobebSi, Zalian did ricxvebs 
gulisxmobs. 2026 wlis inglisis maCveneblebiT, 
demencia, TiTqmis, erT milion adamians awuxebs, 
romelTa daaxloebiT naxevars oficialurad 
dausves diagnozi. aSkaraa, rom demencia namdvilad 
saWiroebs zrdasrulTa socialur mzrunvelobas. 
Tumca, diagnozirebis raodenobis safuZvelze das-
kvnis gakeTeba, rom daCqarebul zrdasTan gvaqvs 
saqme, sakamaToa. vinaidan sando diagnozireba 
SedarebiT axalia, diagnozebis Sedarebis drois 
periodi mcirea. Sesabamisad, demenciis SemTxvevaTa 
mateba, SesaZloa, sulac araa swrafmzardi. amas 
garda, SemTxvevaTa daCqarebuli mateba naklebad 
savaraudoa imis gamoc, rom mateba, rogorc wesi, 
maSin xdeba, roca zrda damokidebulia ukve 
arsebul raodenobaze. amas mivyavarT umTavres 
sakiTxTan: Tu demenciis maCvenebeli ubralod 
TavisTavad gazrdili mateba araa, ratom izrdeba 
SemTxvevaTa raodenoba? 

saazrovno eqsperiments gTavazobT. Tu demencia 
gavlenas axdens mosaxleobis fiqsirebul nawilze, 
mxolod mosaxleobis zrda ar xsnis demenciis 
SemTxvevaTa swraf matebas. am tendenciis garkveul 
nawils xsnis asaki, radgan gavrceleba asakTan 
erTad matulobs. Tumca, amas mosdevs paradoqsuli 
faqti, rom dReisTvis demencia sikvdilis umTavresi 
mizezia: sicocxlis gazrdilma xangrZlivobam, 
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SesaZloa, gavrcelebis Semcireba gamoiwvios da ara 
– misi gazrda. gamosavals gTavazobT 
gaxangrZlivebul sicocxles, mSp-sa da `prestonisa 
da bristolis mrudeebs~ Soris kavSirebis 
safuZvelze: sicocxlis xangrZlivobis zrda 
asocirdeba ufro maRal ekonomikur warmoebasa da 
praqtikuli codnis gaumjobesebasTan, bavSvTa 
sikvdilianobis Semcirebis paralelurad, rac 
sicocxlis saSualo xangrZlivobas zrdis. 

zemelvaisis naSromi imis sailustraciod 
SegviZlia gamoviyenoT, rom warmatebuli aRmoCenebi 
efuZneba civilizaciis garkveul dones (rac, 
nawilobriv, mSp-sTan asocirdeba) da araa 
gardauvali koleqtiuri sibrZnis gansaxiereba. 
demencias davubrundeT: sicocxlis xangrZlivobis 
gazrda gadabmulia daavadebis gavrcelebaze. es imas 
niSnavs, rom Tanamedrove adamiani ufro didxans 
cocxlobs, magram gacilebiT meti albaTobiT uwevs 
daavadebis simZimis gadatana. gTavazobT 
filogenetikuri araswori adaptaciis meqanizms da 
savaraudo gamomwvev faqtorad davasaxeleb tvinis 
cilis agregacias, aluminis gamomJRavnebis 
(kontaqti dainficirebis wyarosTan) CaTvliT, rac 
erT-erTi mizezia eqslis `aluminis epoqis~ 
mixedviT. 

am yovelives logikuri daskvna mosdevs: 
`grZeli preambula~ miznad isaxavs imis warmoCenas, 
Tu ratom ver vwyvetT namdvil problemas sanam 
demenciis mzard maCvenebels miviCnevT Seucvlelad 
da mis marTvas vcdilobT, ZiriTadad, 
administrirebis an biujetis meSveobiT. saWiro ki 
isaa, rom gacilebiT Rrmad gaviazroT mizez-
Sedegobrivi kavSiri, gansakuTrebiT, daavadebis 
balansis mkveTri cvlilebebi. daxmarebis gawevis 
teqnikuri mxare arasakmarisia Tu fundamenturi 
Zalebi daignorebulia. 
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dabinavebis seqtori ariTmetikulad ayenebs 
eWvqveS frazas `sabinao krizisi~. ras niSnavs 
`krizisi~, roca Tanamedrove realobaSi ramdenime 
adamians erT saxlSi Tanacxovreba SeuZlia? H-iT 
aRvniSnoT saxlebis raodenoba, N-iT ki 
mosaxleobis maCvenebeli. saxlebisa da adamianebis 
raodenobebi kompozituri sidideebia: saxlebi 
zomiT gansxvavdeba, ojaxebic mravalferovania. 
Sesabamisad, tevadoba damokidebulia saxlis 
zomebis gadanawilebaze; amitom aSkara sulac araa, 
rom tevadoba mosaxleobaze naklebi unda iyos da 
es krizisi nawilobriv iluzoruli gamodis. amis 
miuxedavad, maSinac ki, Tu tevadoba arasakmarisia, 
gamosavali mainc araa mxolod teqnikuri xasiaTis, 
radgan gulisxmobs daZalebas, magaliTad, 
winaaRmdegobis miuxedavad, sasoflo-sameurneo 
miwebze masStaburi ganviTarebis dagegmarebis 
damtkicebis iZulebiT gacemas. 

dabinaveba xarisxsac unda iTvaliswinebdes: 
haqslis ideebs Tu davesesxebiT, `uSno an depresiis 
momgvreli (damTrgunveli) qalaqebi amoraluria~. 
martiv da efeqtur gamosavlad SemogTavazebT 
quCebis gamwvanebas, xeebis movla-SenarCunebis 
gaTvalis-winebiT, rom mcenareebma dros gauZlon da 
didxans icocxlon. es iqneba rogorc qalaqebis 
esTetikuri gaumjobesebis gza, ise garemosTvis 
sasargeblo zomis gatareba, radgan xe naxSirbadis 
STanTqmis saSualebasac warmoadgens. 

ganaTlebasTan dakavSirebiTac analogiuri 
midgomaa saWiro, radgan amJamad arsebuli 
ganaTlebis sistema gadaxedvas saWiroebs, oRond 
aqcenti unda gakeTdes ara gamocdebsa da dawyebiT 
swavlebaze, aramed – problemis gadaWraze. 
faqtobrivi politika sapirispiro mimarTulebiT 
xorcieldeba: Tavsmoxveuli, centralizebulad 
marTuli saxelmwifo saswavlo dawesebulebebi 
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(MATs) da winaswar momzadebuli saswavlo masalis 
raodenobis mateba, romlis naTeli magaliTia 
saganmanaTleblo resurskompania tvinkli (Twinkl), 
maswavleblebisTvis saWiro saswavlo masalas rom 
udidesi warmatebiT yidis. msgavsi produqciis 
raodenoba gaizarda kovidiT gamowveuli 
pandemiisas 2020 wels, rodesac onlain swavlebaze 
gadasvla mogviwia. es masala saSualo donisaa da, 
faqtobrivad, arasando wyaros warmoadgens swavla-
swavlebisaTvis, gayidvisa da kompaniaTa 
Semosavlianobis maRali maCveneblis miuxedavad. 
Sedegad, saganmanaTleblo Rirebulebebs araferi 
emateba, garegnuli efeqturobis waxalisebis 
xarjze. 

ganaTlebis problemis mougvareblobas miv-
yavarT Semdeg sazrunavze. xelovnurma zogadma 
inteleqtma, SesaZloa, male ajobos saSualo 
moswrebis mqone universitetis kursdamTavrebuls. 
swored amitomaa aucilebeli ganaTlebis yvela 
donis gadaxedva da gadaxaliseba. Zalian saeWvo 
mgonia, unda gaagrZelon Tu ara mcire regionulma 
universitetebma speckursebi, rodesac maRali 
xarisxis saswav-lo masalebi ukve Riad 
xelmisawvdomia wamyvani umaRlesi saswavleblebis 
onlain-kursebis (MOOCs) saxiT. 

dabolos, warmogidgenT kidev erT faqtors: 
dasvenebisTvis gankuTvnili Tavisufali drois 
gazrda, rac ganpirobebulia warmoebis zrdiT 
samuSao drois Semcirebis paralelurad. 
Tavisufali drois koncentrireba unda moxdes 
bavSvebis swavlebaze da ar unda ixarjebodes 
`xelovnur garTobaze~. amis nimuSad gamodgeba 
bredfordis maxloblad dagegmili `universaluri 
britanuli kurortis~ mSenebloba. dasasrul, kidev 
erTxel gavamaxvileb yuradRebas haqslis Temaze: 
gageba da xalisi TavisTavad miznebia, xolo 
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ganaTlebam TviTganaTlebis teqnikis uzrunvelyofa 
unda SeZlos. 

mocemuli statiis mizani naTelia: progresi 
moiTxovs fundamentur principebs, arCevanis 
gakeTebas imasTan dakavSirebiT, Tu ra aris 
ucvleli da imis aRiarebas, rom aSkara teqnikuri 
gadawyvetilebebi SeiZleba arapraqtikuli iyos, 
radgan dabrkolebebi fesvgadgmulia adamianur 
Rirebulebebsa da zneobaSi. swored amitom, 
moraluri da samoqalaqo aspeqtebi iseTive 
sicxadiTa da sizustiT unda ganvixiloT, rogorc 
teqnikuri mxareebi. swored amitom, politikuri 
kulminacia – endi bernemis aRzeveba britaneTis 
premier-ministris rangSi gamoviyene ufro myari 
argumentis warmosadgenad: gaerTianebul samefos 
teqnikuri SesaZleblobebi ki ar aklia, aramed 
swori diagnozi, realuri sistemuri azrovneba da 
adamianur RirebulebebTan gulwrfeli urTierToba. 
satransporto politikidan dawyebuli demenciis 
tendenciebiT damTavrebuli Tu binadrobis 
problemidan ganaTlebis sistemamde, erTnairi 
warumatebeli situacia fiqsirdeba qveyanaSi. aqamde 
gatarebuli reformebi win gadadgmuli nabijebi ver 
gamodga imis gamo, rom yoveli maTgani miznad 
isaxavda raRac mcire, teqnikuri xasiaTis 
`problemis~ gadaWras, uvargisi sistemis Rrma da 
fundamenturi gadaxalisebis nacvlad mizez-
Sedegobrivi analizisa da moraluri Rirebulebebis 
gaTvaliswinebiT miRebuli gadawyvetilebebis 
safuZvelze. aseT realobaSi Seabija dauning-
stritis 10 nomerSi endi bernemma, romlisganac eri 
elis minimum manCesteris merobis droindeli 
warmatebis ganmeorebas, mets Tu ara. 

 


