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Following the First World War (1914–1918) and the Russian rev-
olutions of 1905 and 1917, the Georgian National Council adopt-
ed the Act of Independence of Georgia on Sunday, 26 May 1918. 
This historical event took place at the former residence of the 
Crown Prince of the Caucasus on Rustaveli Avenue, formerly 
known as Golovin Avenue, and it proclaimed the establishment of 
the Democratic Republic of Georgia. At the time, the country was 
governed by the Menshevik Party, which espoused a socialist out-
look and was fundamentally opposed to Bolshevism. 

Between 1918 and 1920, Georgia remained independent de-
spite regional conflicts and internal challenges. Several states rec-
ognised it as independent de facto, while Soviet Russia recognised 
it de jure under an agreement signed in May 1920. That agree-
ment, however, did not prevent the Russian Bolsheviks from in-
vading and annexing Georgia soon afterwards. 

The Bolsheviks sought to spread communism, reunite the 
territories formerly conquered by Tsarist Russia, and bring them 
under Soviet control. Georgia was therefore drawn into these am-
bitions, and its subjugation became one of Soviet Russia’s princi-
pal objectives. The country was strategically important because of 
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its location in the Caucasus and its access to the Black Sea. Its 
Menshevik government also made it ideologically threatening to 
the Bolsheviks. 

In February 1921, the Red Army invaded the territory of the 
Democratic Republic of Georgia. Despite five weeks of resistance 
and considerable sacrifice, the Georgian population was unable to 
preserve the country’s independence. On 25 February 1921, Tbili-
si was occupied by the 11th Army of Bolshevik Russia. 

The Georgian government went into exile. Its leaders as-
sumed that they would be better placed to support the Georgian 
population and work towards the country’s liberation from 
abroad. Some historians nonetheless argue that this decision was 
taken primarily by politicians who were alarmed and deeply con-
cerned about the situation. The Georgian population was conse-
quently left to endure foreign occupation. 

The loss of independence was followed by extensive repres-
sion. Political parties were banned, and thousands of Georgians 
were executed, imprisoned for prolonged periods, or forced into 
exile. The main political consequences of Georgia’s complete an-
nexation were the following: 

• Georgia became a Soviet republic. It was first incorpo-
rated as the Georgian SSR, then became part of the 
Transcaucasian SFSR, and finally, in 1922, a constitu-
ent republic of the USSR. 

• The Menshevik leadership and many intellectuals emi-
grated, mainly to France and Germany. 

• The annexation was followed by the Red Terror. The 
Bolsheviks conducted a campaign of repression against 
political opponents and their families, involving execu-
tions, mass arrests, and deportations. 
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Having been occupied and annexed by the Russian Bolsheviks, 
Georgia lost its independence for the following seven decades. 

On 9 April 1991 at 12.30 p.m., the Act of Independence of 
the State of Georgia was adopted at the Government Palace in 
Tbilisi. The act was based on the Act of Independence adopted on 
26 May 1918. Its adoption represented a significant political 
achievement, but it came at a considerable cost to the country and 
its national movement. It was associated with the loss of life and 
damage to the well-being of numerous Georgian patriots as well 
as with the tragedy of 9 April 1989. 

The contemporary national government of Georgia re-
mained committed to pursuing independence. Its leaders refused 
to surrender, flee, or withdraw in the face of difficulty and danger. 
The restoration of Georgia’s independence ultimately cost many 
of them their lives, including the major leaders – Merab Kostava 
was killed on 13 October 1989, and Zviad Gamsakhurdia lost his 
life on 31 December 1993. 

Georgia’s independence today is the result of the sacrifices 
made by those who acted in the interests of the nation and the 
country as a whole. Those sacrifices also enabled Georgia to es-
tablish itself as an independent state rather than being treated in-
ternationally as part of the Soviet Union or Russia. 

The historical lesson, therefore, is clear: political leaders 
bear a particular responsibility when the fate of their country and 
nation is at stake. Regardless of the difficulties they face, they are 
expected to confront them, remain with their people, and refuse to 
abandon them to an enemy or occupying power. 
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Sesavali 

 

pirveli msoflio omisa (1914-1918) da ruseTis 

revoluciebis (1905 da 1917) Semdeg, 1918 wlis 26 ma-

iss, kvira dRes, rusTavelis (maSindeli golovinis) 

gamzirze mdebare kavkasiis mefisnacvlis yofil re-

zidenciaSi, saqarTvelos erovnulma sabWom saqar-

Tvelos damoukideblobis aqti1 miiRo, romlis Za-

liTac gamocxadda saqarTvelos demokratiuli res-

publikis dabadeba. am dros qveynis saTaveSi menSevi-

kuri partia2 imyofeboda, romelic, Tavisi arsiT, 

socialisturi TvalTaxedvis mqone iyo da mTeli 

arsebiT ewinaaRmdegeboda bolSevikebs. 

1918-1920 wlebSi saqarTvelom SeinarCuna damou-

kidebloba, regionuli konfliqtebisa da Sida ga-

mowvevebis miuxedavad. igi damoukidebel qveynad de 

faqto aRiara ramdenime saxelmwifom, xolo de iure 

– sabWoTa ruseTma, 1920 wlis maisSi xelmowerili 

xelSekrulebiT.3 Tumca, am xelmoweram ver SeaCera 

rusi bolSevikebis swrafva saqarTvelos dapyrobis 

da SemoerTebisaken.4 
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`wiTlebis~ Semosvla 
 

1921 wlis TebervalSi wiTeli armia SemoiWra 

saqarTvelos demokratiuli respublikis teritori-

aze.Aamas win uZRoda saqarTvelos demokratiuli 

respublikis winaaRmdeg e.w. `saxalxo ajanyeba~,5 

rac, ZiriTadad, qalaq zaqaTalasTan6 moxda, romel-

zec azerbaijanelebs hqondaT pretenzia da borCa-

los mazraSi,7 sadac umetesoba somxebi saxlobdnen. 

`11 Tebervals ajanydnen borCalos somxebi, ga-

rekes Cveni jari, daatyveves bevri. erTi sityviT, 

viwvnieT moulodneli samarcxvino damarcxeba~,8 ase 

ixsenebs noe Jordania ruseTTan omis dawyebas mo-

gonebebis wignSi. 

saqarTvelo ganixileboda, rogorc strate-

giulad mniSvnelovani (kavkasiis regioni, Savi zRvis 

gasasvleli) da ideologiurad safrTxis Semcveli 

(igulisxmeboda menSevikuri mmarTveloba). bolSevi-

kebs surdaT komunizmis gavrceleba da mefis ruse-

Tis uklebliv yvela yofili teritoriis sabWoTa 

kontrols daqvemdebareba. maT Soris uciloblad 

igulisxmeboda saqarTvelo, romlis sakuTar 

marwuxebSi moqceva gaxda ruseTis gansakuTrebuli 

mizani. 

1921 wlis 11 Tebervals rusebma, sabWoTa som-

xeTTan erTad, borCaloSi SemoaRwies. amiT daiwyo 

saqarTveloze aqtiuri Tavdasxmebi, ramac, sabolo-

od, im Sedegebamde migviyvana, Cveni qveynis istoria-

Si umZimes movlenebad rom aRiqmeba. 

`wiTlebis~ me-11 armiis meTaurma, TbilisSi da-

badebulma anatoli gekerma9 moskovidan brZaneba mi-

iRo, saqarTvelos dedaqalaqi Tbilisi maqsimum, 19 

Tebervlis saRamomde aeRo. xazgasasmelia is faqti, 
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rom sabWoTa ruseTis armia ricxobrivad bevrad 

aRemateboda saqarTvelos demokratiuli respubli-

kis meomarTa raodenobas. maT teqnikasa da aRWur-

vilobaze rom aRaraferi vTqvaT,10 4-jer didi ja-

risTvis winaaRmdegobis gaweva ararealurs xdida 

warmatebuli Sedegis imeds. 

 

 

Tbilisis aReba 
 

Tbilisis misadgomebTan gamarTul brZolas 

mTavarsardali giorgi kvinitaZe meTaurobda. Tavda-

pirvelad man didi winaaRmdegoba gauwia rusul ar-

mias, romelTa qvemexebis xma 19 Tebervals ukve is-

moda saqarTvelos dedaqalaqSi. Tumca, roca pirve-

li Setakebis Semdeg mowinaaRmdegem ukan daixia, 

qarTvelebs aRar darCaT sakmarisi Zala, dadevne-

bodnen. amitom mterma Sesveneba da Zalebis aRdgena 

moaxerxa, rac Cveni Semdegi damarcxebis mizezi 

gaxda. mTavrobam da samxedro Stabma miiRo gadawy-

vetileba, daetovebinaT Tbilisi da misi mosaxleo-

ba, romelTac meore dRes gaugonar, mZime realobaSi 

gaiRviZes: dedaqalaqi, faqtobrivad, ubrZolvelad 

Seatoves `wiTlebs~. 

`Tbiliss damSvidebiT eZina, mas jer ar gaego 

Tavisi sikvdili~,11 ase aRwers rusuli bolSevizmis 

mier Tbilisis aRebas 18 wlis moxalise jariskaci 

givi RambaSiZe 1921 wlis 25 Tebervlis pirvel 

wuTebSi. Tavis araerT TanamebrZol mamuliSvilTan 

erTad, givi RambaSiZe mzad iyo Tavi gaewira saqar-

Tvelos damoukideblobisaTvis brZolaSi, magram... 

sardlobisagan Seityves, rom dedaqalaqi unda dae-

tovebinaT. 
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`yvelaze metad erTi garemoeba maocebda: tfi-

lisis dacva iseTi didi sakiTxia, rom misi gadawy-

veta ase moCqarebiT, ase daufiqreblad verafriT 

ver amexsna. im krebaze, romelzedac es gadamwyveti 

dadgenileba miiRes, aramcTu ar migviwvies Cven, 

frontis ufrosebi, romlebic fronts TvaliT dav-

yurebdiT da romlebmac kargad vicodiT mowinaaR-

mdegisa da Cveni Zalebi, maTi da Cveni sulieri gan-

wyobileba, aramed, arc ki SegvekiTxnen, Cveni azris 

mosmena arc ki inebes~,12 wers qarTveli generali 

giorgi mazniaSvili Tavis mogonebebSi. 

25 Tebervals `wiTlebis~ armia Tavisuflad Se-

movida TbilisSi,13 mTavroba ki ucxoeTSi gaixizna, 

viTomda, iqedan ufro SeZlebdnen qarTveli mosax-

leobis daxmarebas. realurad, es SeSinebul, dam-

frTxal adamianTa nabiji ufro iyo. 

 

 

saqarTvelos sruli aneqsia 
 

saqarTvelos damoukideblobisTvis brZola 

amiT ar dasrulebula. qarTveli xalxisa da genera-

litetis patriotuli iniciativiT, aneqsiis winaaR-

mdeg gaafTrebuli winaaRmdegoba gagrZelda dasav-

leT saqarTveloSi – quTaissa da baTumSi. amis miu-

xedavad, martis Sua ricxvebisTvis sabWoTa ruseTi 

ukve akontrolebda Cveni qveynis did nawils. garda 

amisa, baTumSi ganlagebulma Turqulma jarebma mci-

re xniT daikaves samxreT-dasavleT saqarTvelos na-

wili, ramac daZabuli dapirispireba gamoiwvia adgi-

lobriv qarTvelebTan. general giorgi mazniaSvilis 

SemarTebas mravali patrioti gamoexmaura da osma-
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leTis sajariso nawilebi aWaris mTavari qalaqidan 

gaaZeves. 

saqarTvelos sruli aneqsiis politikuri Sede-

gebi aseTi iyo: 

• saqarTvelo sabWoTa respublika gaxda, jer 

saqarTvelos ssr, Semdeg amierkavkasiis 

sfsr da bolos, 1922 wels – ssrk-s nawili. 

• menSevikuri xelmZRvaneloba da mravali in-

teleqtuali emigraciaSi wavida, ZiriTadad, 

safrangeTsa da germaniaSi. 

• saqarTvelos aneqsias mohyva wiTeli tero-

ri. bolSevikebma politikuri oponentebisa 

da maTi ojaxebis represiebi, maT Soris, 

sikvdiliT dasja da masobrivi dapatimrebe-

bi ganaxorcieles. 

 

 

daskvna 
 

aRwerili movlenebi da faqtebi saSualebas 

iZleva gaviazroT, Tu ramxela gavlena SeiZleba 

hqondes lideris, mTavrobis gadawyvetilebas, mis 

qcevas saxelmwifos bedze. Tebervlis im susxian Ra-

mes14 rom brZola ar Sewyvetiliyo saqarTvelos 

pirveli respublikis mTavrobis naCqarevi gadawyve-

tilebiT, savele generlebisa da, zogadad, samxed-

roebTan SeTanxmebis gareSe, saqarTvelos hqonda 

Sansi sul sxva mimarTulebiT waeyvana sakuTari is-

toria da, didi albaTobiT, gacilebiT naklebi 

sabWoTa gavlenis qveS ecxovra Semdegi 70 weliwadi. 

yvelafers ori mxare aqvs. arc sabWoTa ruse-

Tis mier saqarTvelos okupaciis ambavia gamonakli-

si. istorikosebic gansxvavebul daskvnebs gvTavazo-
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ben, Tumca, metwilad mainc kritikis qarcecxlSi 

atareben imJamindeli social-demokratebisa da sa-

qarTvelos demokratiuli respublikis meTauris, 

noe Jordanias gadawyvetilebas, romlebic ucxoeTSi 

gaixiznen. 

noe Jordaniam daavala da mTeli pasuxismgeb-

lobac daakisra eqvTime TayaiSvils,15 daecva da ga-

daerCina saqarTvelos erovnuli saganZuri, risTvi-

sac eqvTimec maTTan erTad unda gaxiznuliyo saf-

rangeTSi. namdvilad gaumarTla qarTvel ers, rom 

swored eqvTime RvTiskaci Caudga saTaveSi esoden 

sapasuxismgeblo da mZime sazrunavs,16 ramac misi 

cxovreba Tavdayira daayena. namdvili Tavganwirva 

dasWirda am misiis aRsasruleblad, vinaidan araer-

Ti mteri gamouCnda qarTveli eris mravalsaukuno-

van saganZurs sazRvrebs gareT. Tavad mTavrobis 

wevrebs Sorisac ki aRmoCndnen iseTebi, visac surda, 

ganZis nawili gaeyida da amiT ecxovra ucxo miwaze, 

magram amis ufleba eqvTime TayaiSvilma ar misca.17 

rusuli bolSevizmis mier okupirebul-

aneqsirebulma saqarTvelom 70 wliT dakarga damou-

kidebloba, vidre 1991 wlis 9 aprils, 12 saaTsa da 

30 wuTze, saqarTvelos dedaqalaq TbilisSi, mTav-

robis sasaxleSi saqarTvelos saxelmwifos damou-

kideblobis aqti18 ar miiRes 1918 wlis 26 maiss mi-

Rebuli damoukideblobis aqtis safuZvelze.19 es iyo 

udidesi nabiji, rac saqarTvelos, erovnul moZrao-

bas, rCeul mamuliSvilebs sicocxlisa da janmrTe-

lobis, 9 aprilis tragediis fasad daujdaT. es iyo 

imJamindeli erovnuli xelisuflebis – zviad gamsa-

xurdias,20 merab kostavasa21 da sxvaTa arCevani, ro-
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melTac ar ufiqriaT danebeba, gaqceva, sirTuleebis-

Tvis, safrTxisTvis Tavis arideba. 

eris, qveynis interesebs Sewiruli adamianebis 

damsaxurebaa,22 dRes rom damoukidebloba gvaqvs, 

rom aRarc `sabWoelebad~ da aRarc `rusebad~ 

gvnaTlaven dasavleTis ganviTarebuli qveynis war-

momadgenlebi. es Zalian xangrZlivi brZoliT mopo-

vebuli Sedegia, romelsac gafrTxileba, dacva 

sWirdeba. istoriis gakveTilma aSkarad dagvanaxa, 

rom raoden rTulic unda iyos es politikosisTvis, 

rodesac qveynis saTaveSia da mTeli eris bedi aba-

ria, unda SeZlos sikvdilisTvis TvalebSi Caxedva, 

arsad gaiqces da sakuTari xalxi mters, okupants 

ar Seatovos. 
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