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Time and again—in articles and monographs, at academic 
conferences and on television—it has been claimed that 
Catholicos-Patriarch Ambrose Khelaia uttered these words during 
the trial held between 10 and 19 March 1924: “My soul belongs to 
God, my heart to my homeland, and I give you my body, O 
tyrants!” Yet no relevant historical source was ever cited, and the 
statement does not appear in the trial transcript. This led some 
scholars to suspect that Ambrose Khelaia had not actually said 
these words and that they were perhaps a popular invention, much 
like the famous phrase attributed to Galileo Galilei, who 
supposedly muttered after recanting before the Inquisition: “And 
yet it moves!” 

Professor Levan Jikia investigated the historical basis of the 
quotation, giving his study the title “In Search of Historical 
Accuracy Concerning the Words of Catholicos-Patriarch Ambrose 
Khelaia of All Georgia: ‘My Soul Belongs to God…’”. He found 
documentary evidence in the records of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of the Democratic Republic of Georgia, which was held at 
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the Central Historical Archive of the National Archives of 
Georgia. 

On 1 August 1922, Constantine Gvarjaladze, a diplomatic 
representative of Georgia’s government-in-exile, sent a letter from 
Istanbul to Paris addressed to Akaki Chkhenkeli, who had served 
as head of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs during the years of 
independence. At that time, the investigation into the Catholicos-
Patriarch’s case was already under way, having been prompted by 
Ambrose Khelaia’s submission of a memorandum to the Genoa 
Conference, which drew attention to the reality of the Russian 
occupation of the Republic of Georgia. 

Ambrose Khelaia was summoned to the special commission 
several times and subjected to harsh treatment. The head of the 
Georgian Orthodox Church expressed his dissatisfaction in a letter 
of protest sent to the chairman of the commission, and the 
circumstances are recorded in Constantine Gvarjaladze’s note: 

“I have written to you previously regarding information 
concerning our church. I am awaiting the necessary documents 
from Georgia, which we have already requested. The Patriarch 
has promised that, once the documents arrive, he will raise the 
issue accordingly and resolve the matter favourably. Our Patriarch 
has not been imprisoned; he has been interrogated three or four 
times. He reportedly says: ‘My soul belongs to God; physically, I 
belong to the people; as for my corpse—whoever wants it, take 
it.’” 

The researcher observes that, although the Catholicos-
Patriarch’s words as recorded in the document differ slightly from 
the widely circulated version, they are identical in substance and 
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accurately reflect Ambrose Khelaia’s attitude towards the 
authorities who treated him harshly. 

Professor Jikia rightly concludes that Constantine 
Gvarjaladze learned of the Patriarch’s words soon after they were 
uttered. He recorded them in his note, which he subsequently sent 
to Akaki Chkhenkeli. 

The trial transcript could not have recorded Ambrose 
Khelaia’s famous statement, which may be regarded as a 
profound ethical formula, because the Patriarch had uttered these 
words two years before the notorious series of interrogations to 
which he was subjected. This effectively dispels any suspicion 
that the words might have been a later invention of popular 
tradition. 

The study therefore suggests that we cite and quote the 
phrase exactly as it is preserved in the archival document, rather 
than relying on the popular oral versions circulating in public 
discourse. The archival version reads: “My soul belongs to God; 
physically, I belong to the people; as for my corpse—whoever 
wants it, take it.” 
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rostom CxeiZe 
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ambrosi xelaias zneobrivi formula: 
konstantine gvarjalaZis baraTis kvalze 

 
sakvanZo sityvebi: ambrosi xelaia, zneoba, samSoblo, 

saqarTvelo, istoria, sasamarTlo 
procesi, saarqivo dokumenti 

 
 

statiidan statiaSi, monografiidan monografi-

aSi, samecniero konferenciidan samecniero konfe-

renciaze, telegadacemidan telegadacemaSi meordeba 

da meordeba, rom: 

kaTolikos-patriarq ambrosi xelaias1 warmo-

eTqva es sityvebi sasamarTlo procesze, romelic 

gaimarTeboda 1924 wlis 10-19 marts: 

– Cemi suli RmerTs ekuTvnis, Cemi guli sam-

Soblos, Cemi gvami ki TqvenTvis damiTmia, mtarvale-

bo! 

Tumc arsad mieTiTeboda Sesabamisi istoriuli 

wyaro da... arc sasamarTlo procesis stenogramaSi 

dasturdeboda. 

es garemoeba ukve daaeWvebda zogierT mecniers, 

rom: 

es sityvebi ambrosi xelaias sulac ar eTqva da 

xalxs SeeTxza, iseve, rogorc galileo galileis 

miewereboda, TiTqosda, inkviziciis winaSe monanie-

bis Semdgom Caelaparakos: 

mainc brunavso!.. 
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da levan jiqia2 dainteresdeboda simarTlis 

garkveviT da asec daasaTaurebda Tavis narkvevs: 

`sruliad saqarTvelos kaTolikos-patriarqis 

ambrosi xelaias sityvebis `suli Cemi RmerTs 

ekuTvnis...~ sinamdvilis garkvevisaTvis~.3 

da kidec unda epovna dokumenturi dadastureba 

saqarTvelos erovnuli arqivis saistorio cent-

raluri arqivis saqarTvelos demokratiuli res-

publikis sagareo saqmeTa saministros fondSi. 

1922 wlis 1 agvistos saqarTvelos emigrantuli 

mTavrobis diplomatiur warmomadgenels, konstanti-

ne gvarjalaZes4 (1883-1969) stambolidan parizSi un-

da gaegzavna baraTi akaki Cxenkelisadmi5 (1874-1959), 

sagareo saqmeTa saministros rom ganagebda damou-

kideblobis wlebSi. 

es ra droa da: 

kaTolikos-patriarqis saqmis Zieba ukve 

dawyebulia im memorandumis gamo, genuaSi gamarTul 

politikur kongress6 rom miawvdida rusuli okupa-

ciis mamxileblad. 

ambrosi xelaias sagangebo komisiaSi uxeSi me-

TodebiT rom daibarebdnen ramdenjerme, mas ukma-

yofileba unda gamoeTqva komisiis Tavmjdomarisadmi 

gagzavnil saprotesto werilSi. 

da konstantine gvarjalaZis baraTSi swored 

es viTareba unda asaxuliyo: 

– Cveni eklesiis cnobebis Sesaxeb winadac 

gwerdiT. vucdi saWiro qaRaldebs saqarTveloTgan, 

rac ukve miwerili gvaqvs. aq patriarqi Sepirebulia, 

roca qaRaldebi iqneba, maT mixedviT kiTxvas das-

vams da dadebiTad gadawyvets. Cveni patriarqi daWe-

rili ar yofila. daukiTxavT sam-oTxjer. ambobs 
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Turme – suli Cemi RmerTs ekuTvnis, fizikuraT 

xalxis varo, Cemi leSi visac gindaT, iman waiReTo. 

mkvlevaris dakvirvebiT: 

marTalia, dokumentSi aRbeWdili sityvebi ka-

Tolikos-patriarqisa odnav gansxvavdeboda 

sayovelTaod gavrcelebuli versiisagan, magram, rac 

mTavaria, SinaarsiT identuri gaxldaT da srulad 

asaxavda ambrosi xelaias damokidebulebas axal-

moweseTa mimarT, romelnic mas uxeSad epyrobodnen. 

da marTebulad daaskvnida, rom: 

konstantine gvarjalaZes patriarqis is sityve-

bi warmoTqmidan maleve Seetyo da aesaxa kidec aka-

ki Cxenkelisadmi gagzavnil baraTSi. 

sasamarTlo procesis stenogramaSi ranairad 

aRiniSneboda, rodesac ori wliT adre ganecxadebi-

na es qrestomaTiuli, zneobriv formulad dawuru-

li fraza. 

ase unda gamocloda safuZveli eWvs, TiTqosda, 

es sityvebi xalxs SeeTxzas. 

mkvlevari, Tavis mxriv, SemogvTavazebda, rom: 

es fraza moviSvelioT da davimowmoT xolme im 

formiT, rogorc saarqivo dokuments Semounaxavs da 

ara – misi variaciuli saxesxvaobiT. 

es isaa, pirvelwyarod rac gveguleba: `suli 

Cemi RmerTs ekuTvnis, fizikuraT xalxis var, Cemi 

leSi visac gindaT, iman waiReT~. 

 

 

literatura : References 
 

1. wminda mRvdelmTavari ambrosi aRmsarebeli (eris-

kacobaSi: besarion xelaia) – xsenebis dRe 16 (29) 
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nis sasuliero akademiaSi Cairicxa; dawera diserta-

cia Temaze: `qristianobis brZola islamTan saqarT-

veloSi~. 1902 wels arqimandritis xarisxSi aiyvanes 

da WeliSis monastris winamZRvrad dainiSna, sadac 

aRmoaCina `moqcevai qarTlisais~ WeliSuri xelnaweri 

da wminda saxareba, SemdgomSi `WeliSis oTxTavis~ 

saxeliT cnobili. xSirad dadioda afxazeTSi da ru-

sifikaciis winaaRmdeg, aseve, saqarTvelos eklesiis 

avtokefaliis aRdgenisaTvis ibrZoda, ris gamoc 1903 

wels donis eparqiaSi (ruseTi) gadaasaxles. 1905 

wlis revoluciis Semdeg samSobloSi dabruneba 

SeZlo da kvlav aqtiurad daupirispirda rusul So-

vinizms afxazeTSi. 1908 wels egzarqos nikonis 

mkvlelobasTan kavSiris braldebiT, isev ga-

daasaxles ruseTSi, amjerad, riazanis monasterSi. 

1909 wlis bolos misi reabilitacia moxda, magram 

mxolod 1917 wlis Tebervlis revoluciis Semdeg 

SeZlo saqarTveloSi dabruneba. jer Wyondidis, Sem-

deg cxum-afxazeTis mitropolitad akurTxes. 1921 

wlis 14 oqtombers moxda misi sruliad saqarTvelos 

kaTolikos-patriarqad inTronizacia. patriarqi mxars 

uWerda saqarTvelos saxelmwifoebriv damoukideb-

lobas da aqtiurad iyo Cabmuli erovnul-

ganmaTavisuflebel moZraobaSi. eklesiis devnis, qar-

Tuli enis uflebebis SezRudvisa da istoriuli 

miwebis sxvaTa gankargulebaSi gadacemis gamo, 

xelisuflebis sxvadasxva instanciaSi agzavnida do-

kumentebs, magram uSedegod. 1922 wels patriarqma 

ambrosim Tavisi cnobili mimarTva gaugzavna genuis 

saerTaSoriso msoflio samSvidobo konferencias. 

Tavis memorandumSi man qarTveli eris saxeliT 

moiTxova saqarTvelodan ruseTis saokupacio wiTeli 

jaris gayvana da referendumis mowyoba. genuis kon-

ferencia miznad isaxavda nedleuliT mdidari ruse-
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Tis dabrunebas saerTaSoriso bazarze da sabWoTa 

ruseTis mTavrobisTvis mefis ruseTis valebis 

moTxovnas. amitom saerTaSoriso sazogadoeba 

saqarTvelos gamo ruseTs ar daupirispirda. miuxeda-

vad sakmaod farTo gamoxmaurebisa, qarTveli patri-

arqis mimarTva politikuri reagirebis gareSe dato-

ves. ambrosi xelaias devna gaZlierda, bolos ki sa-

kaTalikoso sabWos cxra wevrTan erTad daapatimres 

Semdegi oTxi braldebis gamo: konferenciisadmi me-

morandumis gagzavna, eklesia-monastrebSi daculi 

saganZuris gadamalva, saeklesio qonebis saaRicxvo 

wignebis araswori warmoeba da samxedro taZris kom-

kavSirisadmi gadacemis proceduraze gamoucxadeblo-

ba. sasamarTlo procesi misi msvlelobis paralelu-

rad, TiTqmis, yovel dRe Suqdeboda presaSi saTau-

riT `kaTalikos ambrosis da misi `Zmebis~ gasamarT-

leba~. sasamarTloze saboloo sityvaSi patriarqma 

mTavrobis Sesaxeb Tqva: `maTTvis unda vilocoT da 

maTTvis ar vsTqvaT boroti, magram borotisa ara 

Tqma imas ar niSnavs, rom maT moqmedebas kritikis 

TvaliT ar SevxedoT, maTi Secdomebi ar aRvniSnoT... 

Tu vxedavdi erovnuli mospobis saSiSroebas, movale 

viyavi xma amomeRo... rogorc Cven winaprebs tkbilad 

miaCndaT samSoblosa da sarwmunoebisTvis tanjvis 

miReba, agreTve CemTvisac tkbili iqneba is sasjeli, 

romelsac momisjis uzenaesi sasamarTlo mSobliuri 

eklesiis da eris Tavisuflebis dacvis mizniT xmis 

amoRebisaTvis~. ganaCeni sikvdiliT dasjas iTva-

liswinebda, magram mcxovani asakis gamo patriarqs 

Svidi wliTa da cxra TviT Tavisuflebis aRkveTa 

miusajes qonebis konfiskaciiT. 1924 wlis 1 noembers 

Sinapatimroba metexis cixeSi patimrobiT Seucvales. 

mas mosTxoves, sakuTari nebiT gadamdgariyo patri-

arqobidan, razec uari Tqva. 1924 wlis bolos ga-
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