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Pollution is now one of the most serious global threats to human 
health. It affects the air we breathe, the water we drink, and the 
soil that sustains us. According to the World Health 
Organization,1 almost the entire global population is exposed to 
air containing pollutant levels exceeding recommended safety 
limits.2 Each year, millions of people die prematurely as a direct 
consequence of this invisible but relentless danger.3 

Georgia is not immune to this phenomenon. Air-quality 
measurements in several of Georgia’s major cities frequently 
exceed the limits recommended by the World Health 
Organization.4 Tbilisi is certainly among the cities most affected 
by this problem. After all, it is not only the capital city but also 
home to roughly half of the country’s entire population. This 
alone makes the situation unsurprising: more people mean more 
cars, more services, more energy consumption, and inevitably 
more pollution. 

However, there is another city that is far less well known 
yet not far away at all. Located less than 30 kilometres from the 
capital city and with a population of just around 130,000 people5 



 

BRAMS 2026 May                                      ISSN 2667-9299 (print) 
Volume 7, Issue 17                                  ISSN 2960-9348 (online) 

75 

– about 8% of Tbilisi’s – it stands in contrast to expectations. In 
fact, despite its smaller size, it often faces worse air quality and 
higher levels of pollution: this is the city of Rustavi.6 

The city’s history is as much about destruction as it is about 
renewal. Archaeological evidence suggests that the area was 
inhabited from antiquity,7 and over time it emerged as an 
important political and cultural centre of ancient Georgia. It 
withstood successive Arab and later Turkish incursions, but in the 
13th century Mongol invasions brought its decline, leaving the 
city in ruins by early spring 1265.8 

 

 
  Figure 1. Ruins of the ancient Rustavi. Photo by the author 
 

After years of abandonment on the city’s ancient ground, it 
was the Soviets who recognised its potential. During the Second 
World War, they began constructing a vast industrial complex.9 
The factories drew workers from surrounding regions, rapidly 
repopulating the area. Over time, these industries transformed 
Rustavi into a major industrial hub not only in Georgia but across 
the entire Caucasus.10 
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Among the most important industrial landmarks, the 
Rustavi Metallurgical Plant11 deserves particular mention. 
Established in 1948, it quickly became one of the key symbols of 
heavy industry in the region. Even today, the grandiosity of its 
main entrance – its monumental façade, architectural detailing, 
and ornamental elements – still bears witness to the importance it 
once held during the Soviet era. 

 

 
Figure 2.  Main gate of the Rustavi Metallurgical Plant. 

Photo by the author 
 

With the collapse of the Soviet Union, Rustavi’s industrial 
system – heavily dependent on Soviet structures – fell into crisis, 
but did not disappear. In fact, the city still remains a significant 
industrial centre, with numerous manufacturing enterprises 
continuing to operate.12 

Therefore, on the surface, everything appears to function 
well: where there is industry, there is work; where there is work, 
there is income, and so on. Yet the reality is often far more 
complex than this simple equation suggests. 
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Alongside the job opportunities, the Rustavi industrial 
complex has another effect on the lives of people in the 
surrounding areas: it shortens them. Living in Rustavi means daily 
exposure to a significant level of pollutants, especially for those 
residing near the industrial zone. 

 

 
Figure 3. Partial view of Rustavi’s industrial complex as seen 
from the surrounding hills. Photo by Jacopo Farè 

 

A study published in July 2025, Toxic Hot Spots in Rustavi, 
Georgia,13 revealed an alarming situation. In September 2024, 
researchers collected 44 environmental and food samples from 
Rustavi and its surrounding areas, including the nearby village of 
Tazakendi.14 The village lies just beyond the city limits and was 
selected because of its proximity to Rustavi’s primary industrial 
pollution sources. For baseline measurements, one soil sample 
and one dust sample were taken from the rural village of 
Udabno,15 a location distant from any major sources of 
contamination. Soil samples collected from playgrounds and other 
public spaces revealed dangerously high concentrations of 
dichlorodiphenyltrichloroethane, polychlorinated biphenyls, and 
other pollutants, sometimes exceeding reference values by 
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hundreds or even thousands of times. Contaminated sites were 
often located near residential areas, posing a direct risk to children 
and the wider population. 

For the residents of Rustavi, what has been described so far 
is unlikely to come as a surprise. For several years now, 
organisations and local movements such as Arnika16 and 
Gavigudet17 – literally, “we are suffocating” in Georgian – have 
been advocating for the protection of public health. Aware of the 
economic importance of the industrial system at issue, their 
efforts are not directed towards shutting down factories; on the 
contrary, they aim to ensure that these facilities comply with 
environmental and safety standards. 

If anyone believes this is the end of the story, they are 
deeply mistaken: Pandora’s box is still far from being opened. 
Indeed, when it comes to lives put at risk by pollution stemming 
from human activities in Georgia, the examples are, regrettably, 
still numerous. In this context, the city of Poti18 stands out as 
another case that cannot be overlooked. 

 

 
Figure 4. Poti Sea Port. Photo by the author 
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Poti is a port city in Georgia, located on the eastern coast of 
the Black Sea in the Samegrelo–Zemo Svaneti region. As 
Georgia’s largest port, the Poti Sea Port19 plays a central role in 
the nation’s logistics network, handling liquid cargo, dry bulk, 
passenger ferries, and approximately 80% of the country’s 
container traffic. So far, so good. However, especially for those 
living near the port, the reality paints a far harsher picture. 

For several years, inhabitants of the area have voiced 
growing alarm about environmental pollution and its perceived 
consequences for public health, with particular concern for 
vulnerable groups such as children and the elderly. In response to 
what they viewed as insufficient institutional attention, residents 
formed a civic movement in 2020, known as Poti Citizens for 
Their Rights,20 aimed at securing an impartial evaluation of local 
air conditions and advocating for relocation to a safer 
environment. 

Their mobilisation led, in mid-2020, to the installation of a 
mobile air-quality monitoring unit by the National Environmental 
Agency (NEA)21 on Javakhishvili Street. However, after 
approximately five months of operation, the monitoring station 
was taken out of service and remained inactive for nearly two 
years, with authorities citing maintenance-related constraints. 

Parallel to these developments, community members 
commissioned independent biological testing on a group of 
twenty children living in the area. The analysis revealed elevated 
levels of lead in a significant portion of the samples. Building on 
these findings, a municipal study conducted in 2021 expanded the 
scope to 104 children, identifying excessive lead concentrations in 
37 cases. Nevertheless, subsequent analysis reported by the 
Heinrich Böll Foundation22 challenged the representativeness of 
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the study, noting that approximately half of the children included 
were not drawn from the most polluted areas but from 
comparatively less exposed ones. 

What makes these stories particularly striking is that they 
are not isolated incidents. Rustavi and Poti differ greatly in their 
history, geography, and economic function, yet they reveal a 
common reality. In both places, residents have spent years raising 
concerns about environmental conditions they believe are 
harming their health and quality of life. In both places, local 
communities have organised, gathered evidence, and demanded 
greater accountability from institutions and industries alike. 

The same pattern can be observed elsewhere in Georgia. 
From the manganese mining operations of Chiatura23 to the 
industrial facilities of Zestaponi,24 environmental pollution 
continues to affect the lives of thousands of people. While each 
case has its own causes and complexities, together they raise 
broader questions about the relationship between economic 
development, environmental protection, and public health. 
Industry and mining – to name only two sectors – have 
undoubtedly contributed to Georgia’s economic growth and 
provided livelihoods for entire communities. Yet economic 
progress loses much of its meaning when the very people it is 
meant to benefit are exposed to conditions that endanger their 
health. The challenge, therefore, is not to choose between 
development and environmental protection, but to ensure that the 
two can coexist. Giving voice to affected communities is an 
important step in that process. Their concerns remind us that 
pollution is not something merely measured through statistics and 
scientific reports; it is a human issue experienced by some in 
everyday life. 
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Whether meaningful change will occur remains uncertain. 
What is certain, however, is that the efforts of many over the past 
few years have helped bring these issues into the public eye and, 
at least to some extent, have contributed to positive change. 

Therefore, there is still room for hope. Rather than looking 
away and accepting reality as inevitable, we should remember that 
every collective achievement begins with individual efforts. 
Sometimes, making a difference begins with the simplest act of 
all: speaking a problem out loud. 
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amJamad garemos dabinZureba adamianis janmrTe-
lobisTvis erT-erT yvelaze seriozul globalur 
safrTxes warmoadgens. is gavlenas axdens haerze, 
romliTac vsunTqavT, wyalze, romelsac vsvamT da 
niadagze, romelic sicocxles gvinarCunebs. 

janmrTelobis msoflio organizaciis (janmo) 
monacemebiT, dedamiwis mosaxleobis TiTqmis sruli 
umravlesoba iseTi haeriT sunTqavs, romelSic dama-
binZurebel nivTierebaTa done usafrTxoebis reko-
mendirebul zRvars aRemateba. yovelwliurad mili-
onobiT adamiani naadrevad iRupeba am uxilavi, Tum-
ca, daundobeli safrTxis Sedegad. 

mocemuli problemisgan arc saqarTveloa da-
culi. qveynis ramdenime did qalaqSi haeris xaris-
xis maCveneblebi xSirad aRemateba janmrTelobis 
msoflio organizaciis mier rekomendebul zRvrul 
normebs. Tbilisi, ra Tqma unda, im qalaqebs Sori-
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saa, romlebic yvelaze metad zaraldebian. bolos 
da bolos, is ara mxolod dedaqalaqia, aramed qvey-
nis mosaxleobis, daaxloebiT, naxevris mudmivi 
sacxovrebeli adgilic. mxolod es faqti bunebri-
vad ganapirobebs arsebul situacias: meti adamiani 
niSnavs met avtomobils, met momsaxurebas, energiis 
met moxmarebas da, Sedegad, met dabinZurebas. 

Tumca, arsebobs kidev erTi qarTuli qalaqi, 
romelic Tbilisze gacilebiT naklebadaa cnobili 
qveynis sazRvrebs gareT, magram dedaqalaqTan Za-
lian axlos mdebareobs – 30 km-ze nakleb manZilze. 
misi mosaxleoba sul raRac 130 aTass Seadgens, rac 
Tbilisis mosaxleobis, daaxloebiT, 8%-ia. aseTi 
mcire masStabebis miuxedavad, rusTavi xSirad ga-
nicdis haeris gacilebiT cud xarisxsa da dabin-
Zurebis ufro maRal dones. 

rusTavis, igive, bostan-qalaqis, istoria aRsav-
sea rogorc ganadgurebis, ise aRorZinebis periode-
biTa da faqtebiT. arqeologiuri monacemebiT, es te-
ritoria jer kidev antikur xanaSi iyo dasaxlebu-
li da droTa ganmavlobaSi uZvelesi saqarTvelos 
mniSvnelovan politikur da kulturul centrad 
Camoyalibda. qalaqma gauZlo jer arabTa, mogviane-
biT, TurqTa gamudmebul Semosevebs. 1265 wlis ga-
zafxulze rusTavi monRolTa Semosevebma gaanad-
gura da nangrevebad aqcia. 

uZvelesi naqalaqari mravali wlis ganmavloba-
Si iyo mitovebuli, vidre sabWoTa xelisuflebis 
yuradReba ar miipyro misma potencialma. meore 
msoflio omis periodSi am teritoriaze masStaburi 
samrewvelo kompleqsis mSenebloba daiwyes. qarxneb-
ma mimdebare regionebidan muSaxeli moizida, ramac 
aRdgenili qalaqis swrafi gansaxleba da aRorZine-
ba ganapiroba. droTa ganmavlobaSi ganviTarebis in-
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dustriulma mimarTulebam rusTavi umniSvnelovanes 
samrewvelo centrad aqcia ara mxolod saqarTve-
los, aramed, mTeli kavkasiis masStabiT. 

samrewvelo RirsSesaniSnaobebs Soris gansa-
kuTrebiT gamoirCa rusTavis metalurgiuli qarxana. 
1948 wels daarsebuli es sawarmo swrafad iqca re-
gionis mZime mrewvelobis erT-erT mTavar simbolod. 
dResac, misi mTavari Sesasvlelis masStaburoba, 
monumenturi fasadiT, arqiteqturuli detalebiTa 
da ornamentebiT im mniSvnelobas gaxazavs, rac am 
umZlavres sawarmos – rusTavis metalurgiul qarxa-
nas daarsebis pirveli wlebidanve gaaCnda. 

ssrk-s daSlasTan erTad, didwilad sabWoTa 
struqturebze damokidebuli rusTavis samrewvelo 
sistema krizisma moicva, magram ar gamqrala. qalaqi 
kvlavac rCeba mniSvnelovan samrewvelo centrad, 
sadac araerTi sawarmo ganagrZobs funqcionirebas. 
Sesabamisad, erTi SexedviT, TiTqos yvelaferi rig-
zea: sadac mrewvelobaa, iq aris samuSao adgilebic, 
sadac samuSaoa, iq Semosavalicaa da a.S. Tumca, re-
aloba xSirad gacilebiT rTuli da kompleqsuria, 
vidre am martivi gantolebidan Cans. dasaqmebis Se-
saZleblobebTan erTad, rusTavis samrewvelo kom-
pleqss kidev erTi gavlena aqvs mimdebare terito-
riebze mcxovreb adamianebze – igi maTi sicocxlis 
xangrZlivobas amoklebs: rusTavSi cxovreba gulis-
xmobs mavne nivTierebebis maRali dozis zemoqmede-
bis qveS yofnas, gansakuTrebiT maTTvis, vinc samrew-
velo zonis siaxloves saxlobs. 

2025 wlis ivlisSi gamoqveynebulma kvlevam 
`toqsikuri kerebi rusTavSi (saqarTvelo)~ sagan-
gaSo realoba gamoavlina. 2024 wlis seqtemberSi 
mkvlevrebma garemosa da sakvebi produqtebis 44 ni-
muSi aiRes rusTavisa da misi mimdebare teritorie-
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bidan, maT Soris, axlomdebare sof. Tazaqendidan 
(marneulis municipalitetis sadaxlos administra-
ciuli erTeuli, qvemo qarTlis mxare). algeTis Te-
mis es sofeli qalaqis sazRvrebs miRma mdebareobs 
da kvlevisTvis SeirCa rusTavis ZiriTadi samrewve-
lo damabinZurebeli wyaroebis siaxlovis gamo. 
sawyisi monacemebis misaRebad, niadagisa da mtvris 
TiTo-TiTo nimuSi aiRes sof. udabnodan, romelic 
dabinZurebis ZiriTadi wyaroebisgan moSorebiT mde-
bareobs. saTamaSo moednebidan da sxva sazogadoeb-
rivi sivrceebidan aRebulma niadagis nimuSebma ga-

moavlina diqlordifeniltriqloreTanis (DDT), po-
liqlorirebuli bifenilebisa da sxva damabinZureb-
lebis saxifaTod maRali koncentracia. zogierT 
SemTxvevaSi, maCveneblebi dasaSveb normebs asobiT 
da aTasobiTac ki aRemateboda. dabinZurebuli adgi-
lebi xSirad sacxovrebeli zonebis siaxloves mde-
bareobda, rac safrTxes uqmnida uSualod bavSvebsa 
da mTel mosaxleobas. 

aRniSnuli kvlevis Sedegebi moulodneli arc 
yofila rusTavis macxovreblebisaTvis. ukve ramde-
nime welia araerTi organizacia da adgilobrivi 
moZraoba, maT Soris, `arnika~ da `gavigudeT~, sazo-
gadoebrivi janmrTelobis dacvisTvis ibrZvis. maT 
mSvenivrad esmiT samrewvelo sistemis ekonomikuri 
mniSvneloba, amdenad, qarxnebis daxurvas ar isaxaven 
miznad. maT surT, aRniSnuli obieqtebi garemosdac-
viT da usafrTxoebis standartebs Seesabamebodes. 

amiT problemebi ar amoiwureba. `pandoras yu-
Ti~ jer kidev ar gaxsnila bolomde. samwuxarod, 
saqarTveloSi sxvac mravali magaliTia, roca adami-
anuri saqmianobiT gamowveuli dabinZureba safrTxes 
uqmnis sicocxles. am TvalsazrisiT erT-erTi ga-
morCeuli adgilia ulamazesi qalaqi foTi. 
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saqarTvelos es saporto qalaqi Savi zRvis aR-
mosavleT sanapiroze, samegrelo-zemo svaneTis re-
gionSi mdebareobs. rogorc qveynis udidesi navsad-
guri, igi centralur rols asrulebs erovnul 
logistikur qselSi: emsaxureba Txevad da mSral 
nayar tvirTebs, samgzavro bornebs da qveynis sakon-
teinero gadazidvebis, daaxloebiT, 80%-s. erTi Se-
xedviT, aqac, TiTqos, yvelaferi rigzea. Tumca, fo-
Tis portis mimdebared mcxovrebTaTvis realoba 
gansakuTrebulad mZimea. ramdenime welia adgilob-
rivi mosaxleoba sul ufro metad Relavs da wuxs 
garemos dabinZurebisa da mosaxleobis janmrTelo-
baze misi zegavlenis gamo. gansakuTrebul SeSfoTe-
bas iwvevs bavSvebisa da xandazmulebis mdgomareoba. 

saTanado samTavrobo yuradRebis naklebobis 
gamo, 2020 wels adgilobrivma mosaxleobam Camoaya-
liba samoqalaqo moZraoba `foTelebi sakuTari uf-
lebebisTvis~. mizani haeris xarisxis miukerZoebeli 
Sefasebis uzrunvelyofa da usafrTxo garemoSi ga-
dasaxlebis moTxovna iyo. maTi aqtiurobis Sedegad, 
2020 wlis Sua periodSi garemos erovnulma saagen-

tom (NEA) javaxiSvilis quCaze ganaTavsa haeris xa-
risxis monitoringis mobiluri danadgari. Tumca, 
daaxloebiT, xuTTviani muSaobis Semdeg, monitorin-
gis sadgurma saqmianoba Sewyvita da, TiTqmis, ori 
wlis ganmavlobaSi umoqmedod iyo. oficialuri 
uwyebebi amis mizezad asaxelebdnen teqnikur momsa-
xurebasTan dakavSirebul SezRudvebs. 

paralelurad, adgilobrivi sazogadoebis 
wevrTa iniciativiT, am teritoriaze mcxovreb oc 
bavSvs damoukidebeli biologiuri kvleva Cautarda. 
analizis Sedegebma nimuSebis mniSvnelovan nawilSi 
tyviis momatebuli done gamoavlina. am monacemebis 
gamo, 2021 wels Catarebulma municipalurma kvlevam 
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104 bavSvidan 37-Si tyviis dasaSveb normaze maRali 
koncentracia gamoavlina. miRebuli daskvna arasan-
dod CaTvala hainrix boilis fondma, vinaidan ga-
mokvleuli bavSvebis, daaxloebiT, naxevari ara yve-
laze metad, aramed, naklebad dabinZurebuli teri-
toriebidan iyo. 

es ambebi gansakuTrebiT mniSvnelovani imis ga-
moa, rom es araa erTeuli an iSviaTi SemTxvevebi. 
rusTavi da foTi erTmaneTisgan mkveTrad gansxvav-
deba Tavisi istoriiT, geografiuli mdebareobiTa 
da ekonomikuri funqciiT. amis miuxedavad, maT 
msgavsi problemebi da savalalo realoba aqvT. 
orive qalaqSi mosaxleoba wlebis ganmavlobaSi ga-
moTqvamda wuxils garemos saxifaTo mdgomareobis 
gamo, rac maT janmrTelobasa da cxovrebis xarisxs 
azianebda. orivegan adgilobrivebi gaerTiandnen, Se-
agroves mtkicebulebebi da sakuTar Tavze meti pa-
suxismgeblobis aReba mosTxoves rogorc calkeul 
institutebs, ise industriul seqtors. 

analogiuri situaciaa saqarTvelos sxva regi-
onebSic. WiaTuraSi manganumis mopovebidan dawyebu-
li zestafonis samrewvelo obieqtebiT damTavrebu-
li, garemos dabinZureba kvlav axdens mavne zemoqme-
debas aTasobiT adamianis janmrTelobaze. miuxeda-
vad imisa, rom yovel faqts, SemTxvevas, problemas 
lokaluri mizezebi da sirTuleebi axlavs, mTlia-
nobaSi, ufro masStaburi SekiTxvebi Cndeba ekonomi-
kis ganviTarebis, garemos dacvisa da sazogadoebri-
vi janmrelobis dacvis problemebs Soris kavSiris 
Taobaze. 

mxolod ori sferoTi rom SemovifargloT, in-
dustriam da samTo-mopovebiTma seqtorma udavod Se-
uwyo xeli saqarTvelos ekonomikur zrdas da uz-
runvelyo saarsebo wyaro mravali adgilobrivis-
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Tvis. Tumca, ekonomikuri progresi didwilad kar-
gavs azrs, roca swored is adamianebi, vis keTil-
dReobasac es yovelive unda emsaxurebodes, arajan-
saR pirobebSi cxovroben. 

dilemas ar warmoadgens ganviTarebasa da gare-
mos dacvas Soris arCevanis gakeTeba. problema isaa, 
rogor uzrunvelvyoT am ori faqtoris erTdrou-
lad arseboba. saamisod mniSvnelovania dazarale-
buli mosaxleobisTvis gadawyvetilebis miRebaSi 
monawileobis uflebis miniWeba. garemos dabinZureba 
mxolod statistikiTa da samecniero angariSebiT 
ver gaizomeba da verc mogvardeba, radgan es prob-
lema adamianebs uSualod exebaT da awuxebT yovel-
dRiurobaSi. 

jer kidev gaurkvevelia, moxdeba Tu ara arse-
biTi cvlilebebi. Tumca, udavoa, rom bolo wlebis 
ganmavlobaSi mravali adamianis Zalisxmevam xeli 
Seuwyo am problemasTan dakavSirebuli araerTi sa-
kiTxis farTo sazogadoebis yuradRebis centrSi 
moqcevas da, garkveulwilad, pozitiuri cvlilebe-
bis ganxorcielebasac. 

amitomac, arsebobs imedis safuZveli, proble-
misaTvis Tvalis aridebisa da realobis apriorul 
garduvalobad miRebis nacvlad. umTavresia, gvaxsov-
des, rom nebismieri koleqtiuri warmateba indivi-
dualuri Zalisxmevidan iRebs saTaves. xSirad sasi-
keTo cvlilebebi yvelaze martivi qmedebiT – prob-
lemaze sajaro saubriT iwyeba: `pirvelad xom iyo 
sityva~, romelsac aucileblad unda mohyves saqmec. 

 


