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The captivating idea of restoring our ancient royal monarchy in
the face of modern Georgian reality sparks debate and contention.
It has fervent supporters and resolute opponents alike.

Archpriest Archil Mindiashvili offers an impressive, yet
carefully reasoned and convincing analysis of this situation. In the
very title of his publication, the archpriest states his position
clearly: “The autocephaly of the Georgian Church has been
restored; the royal throne of the Bagrationi will be restored as
well.” To substantiate this view, Mindiashvili cites an argument
that is indisputable for every true Christian: “I deem it necessary
to draw your attention to a prophecy made by the Most Holy
Mary regarding the Vine Cross. St John Chrysostom, in his
commentary on the Book of Exodus, states: one arm of the
Precious Cross symbolises the Aaronic — or priestly — principle,
whereas the other symbolises the royal principle. Thus, the Holy
Father says, the power of the Cross is upheld on earth by the
priestly and royal principles.”
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For an Orthodox nation, this would seem to provide
sufficient grounds for bridging the divide between supporters and
opponents of the monarchy: how could a citizen committed to
strengthening the country oppose an institution that reinforces the
presence and authority of the Vine Cross — bestowed upon
Georgia by the Mother of God? Undoubtedly, both sides comprise
patriots who love their country; nevertheless, the conflict persists.
To resolve it in a civilised manner, it is essential to examine the
relevant nuances, pursue truth through careful inquiry, exchange
views, and reach a resolution by presenting and substantiating
arguments, or by refuting the claims of one’s opponents. The
present study seeks to do precisely that.

Thomas Paine —born in Britain and later a leading
ideologue of the American colonies’ struggle for freedom and
independence and regarded as one of their “Founding Fathers” —
authored the fifty-page pamphlet Common Sense, which became a
manifesto of the American Revolution. In it, he primarily rejects
and criticises absolute monarchy, using the British monarchy as
his principal example. In this seminal work, Paine advanced two
principal theses. The first is particularly relevant to the present
study: he denounces monarchy as an illegitimate form of
government that contradicts the principles of liberty and is
morally corrupt, and he further argues that hereditary succession
is inconsistent with Scripture. Opponents of restoring the
monarchy in Georgia often cite this argument alone, overlooking
the fact that Paine referred to absolute monarchy.

Absolute monarchy and constitutional ~monarchies
(including parliamentary monarchies) are fundamentally different.
As His Holiness and Beatitude, Ilia II, Catholicos-Patriarch of All
Georgia, has explained, “Under a parliamentary monarchy, the
king reigns but does not rule; it is the parliament that rules.” This
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is a system of an entirely different order — distinct from the
dangers of absolute monarchy that Thomas Paine criticised and
that Georgian opponents seek to invoke.

For some anti-monarchists, a further argument is that
monarchy cannot guarantee that the heir will invariably prove
worthy and benefit the country; they point to evidence from
Georgian history. I believe this argument, too, fails to withstand
scrutiny. In the first place, no institution can offer such a
guarantee. Indeed, no assurance exists, whether the head of state
1S a monarch, prime minister, or president. That does not,
however, diminish the importance of ensuring that the heir
receives an appropriate upbringing and education. Georgia has a
long tradition of this, and it is incumbent upon us to revive it.

The example of King George Il alone is sufficient. He
chose George Tchkondideli to educate, rear and prepare his son —
the heir to the Kingdom of Georgia — for kingship. The decree
issued by the Council of Ruisi-Urbnisi, Dzeglistsera, hails George
Tchkondideli as “the eye of the council” and honours him with
the description: “a man of consummate spiritual and physical
virtue, replete with wisdom and insight, intelligent, sharp, and
blessed.” Is it surprising that such a brilliant mentor raised the
future King David IV of Georgia, who unified the kingdom,
strengthened and developed it, and set it on the path towards the
“Golden Era”?

Secondly, a survey of Georgian history reveals no shortage
of illustrious and noble monarchs who devoted themselves to the
interests of the nation and the country —from Pharnavaz I to
Pharsman, Mirian, Gubaz, Vakhtang Gorgasal, David the
Curopalates, Bagrat, David IV, Tamar, Demetrius II, George V,
George XI, Teimuraz II, and Heraclius II... Let us focus on
George the Brilliant. David Mirotadze, a historian, politician and
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distinguished scholar, observes: “His reign is not merely a symbol
of past glory; it represents an analytical resource that allows us to
understand how a state can preserve its sovereignty, develop its
institutions, and strengthen its autonomy amidst a crisis. In this
sense, the reign of George the Brilliant is not a matter of nostalgic
mythology for modern Georgia, but rather an example of strategic
thinking — a model and a rational paradigm for preserving and
strengthening the state within a complex geopolitical
environment.”

Otar  Chkheidze’s  political-analytical  essay, “For
Parliamentary Royal Authority,” stands as a classic example of
how to establish the truth and present it in a well-argued,

b

convincing manner. Tempered by his mastery of the written word,
the author employs a traditional, time-tested method of
developing an idea, guiding us to a conclusion through the
juxtaposition and analysis of two opposed theories, two
competing concepts. The author’s primary aim is to critique
Marxist theory and to demonstrate the superiority of the classical
theory of the state — a point made clear from the outset: “When
Marxist theorists turned all theories upside down, the theory of
the state met the same fate. They derived the theory of the state
from the definition of class — specifically, from the definition of
class and the division of history into socio-economic formations.”

Subsequently, employing the method of comparison and
contrast, Otar Chkheidze conducts a meticulous evaluation and
analysis of the three state systems identified within classical
theory: the monarchical-royal, the republican-democratic, and the
despotic-tyrannical. He examines them from a historical
perspective: “Classical state theory regards royal authority as
relatively more humane than the other two systems.
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“According to this theory, royal authority is legitimate
authority; it possesses laws and upholds them. Adherence to the
law is its virtue, and virtue is the foundation of its stability.
Moderation, too, is a product of virtue, as is justice.

“For a democratic government, the law is changeable,
unstable, and transient. Conflicts between factions undermine the
rule of law, making it difficult to maintain moderation. Factional
leaders get trapped by their passions. The people become
disengaged and confused; they might sweep everything away in a
torrent, or they might devolve into an inert mass. More often,
passions run wild, paving the way for tyrannical rule...

“A tyrannical regime disregards the law; the law and the
authorities exist in separate spheres. Such a regime is governed by
fear — specifically, the tyrant’s fears and whims. Fear and
despotism enslave the individual, causing morality to collapse and
all values to be wasted. Human dignity is being destroyed...”

Step by step — through logical reasoning, premises and
arguments, stern yet dignified Kakhetian humour, sarcasm,
historical facts, effective analogies and parallels, and a profound
command of the nation’s history and of the true essence of events
— the author guides us to the central idea, the most vital message:
“We must pick up exactly where it was left oft.”

“Two hundred years. Two hundred years of decline and
erosion... Easier said than done. Our only consolation is that the
Arabs, too, held sway over us for two hundred years, and Russian
rule, in all likelihood, cannot last much longer. The Georgian
people rose against Arab oppression — hope began to dawn; they
will rise against Russian oppression, too. Hope is dawning — but it
remains merely a dawning so far.

“Our life as a sovereign state came to a halt the moment the
idea emerged of transforming the royal authority into a
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parliamentary monarchy. At the time, this was a progressive
political conviction — and likely the very means of ensuring
Georgia’s survival as a state — yet the ‘Treaty of Protection’
obliterated this, along with everything else. And so, our life as a
sovereign state ceased. Political thought, too, faded away. It
happened gradually — after a harsh struggle and a long resistance
— but ultimately, it did fade away.

“And I believe that it should resume exactly where it left
off; this must be logical and appropriate for our times — for our
current political situation.

“Nor can it be dismissed as outdated. The statehood of
England, Japan, Spain and Belgium rests on precisely such
political foundations, and no one could reasonably describe any of
these countries as unformed — whether politically, economically
or culturally. No one could say so.”

Given the independence of these four powers —the three
branches of government and the Fourth Estate — establishing the
parliamentary monarchy in Georgia would be entirely justified —
not merely desirable: a system in which “a king reigns but does
not rule.” After all, the king is the “embodiment of the Heavenly
Sovereign.” A king who “strengthens the process of the nation’s
spiritual and state survival.” Above all, “it should resume exactly
where it left off”; “let us try again what we have experienced
well, this time — renewed as a parliamentary monarchy, of
course.” | believe that such a political step would greatly enhance
Georgia’s international standing and prestige, restore the lustre of
its historical image, and strengthen the country as a sovereign
state.
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