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9 April 1989 marked a decisive turning point in Georgian public
consciousness. As the radio programme Pikis Saati declared, “Our
consciousness was divided into two — before 9 April and after 9
April.” That formulation captures the epochal character of the day
and its enduring resonance.

Events then unfolded rapidly. Alongside the national
struggle for independence, the very structures of statehood began
to be reimagined. Were we prepared for such a transformation?
Did we know how to respond? Journalism, by its nature, is an
emotional practice; yet it also aspires to analytical rigour. In the
immediate aftermath of 9 April, the Georgian media underwent a
profound metamorphosis. It felt, collectively, like a long-held
breath finally released: words acquired renewed force as we
embraced the responsibilities and possibilities of the Fourth
Estate.

Freed from Soviet-Russian censorship and ideological
subordination, Georgian journalists found both the will and the
space to speak as nationals rather than as instruments of a
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Communist Party directed from the Kremlin for nearly seventy
years before the April tragedy in Tbilisi. The central question
became both practical and ethical: what empowers us to fulfil the
role of the Fourth Estate, and how can that authority be
marshalled constructively in the service of the nation’s pursuit of
full sovereignty?

That power inheres in journalism’s capacities to interrogate,
to critique and to shape public deliberation. Responsible public
journalism cultivates a more reflective polity, facilitates social
healing, stimulates reasoned debate and supports individual civic
development. These functions are integral to the realisation and
defence of national independence and to the protection of
constitutional freedoms against external domination. Georgia’s
historical struggles make these responsibilities palpably urgent;
after 9 April, we came to understand that we were not merely
chroniclers of history but active participants in its making,
accountable to present and future generations.

The events of 9 April accelerated the disintegration of
Soviet authority and hastened Georgia’s path to statehood. Our
programme, Pikis Saati (Prime Time), evolved into a forum for
political analysis and fearless critique; topics once taboo were
openly debated. Although the Soviet Union did not formally
dissolve until 1991, Georgia’s media inaugurated a new public
sphere, purging many of the ideological residues of the former
regime.

Nor should the legal and moral dimensions of this
transformation be overlooked. Article 2 of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights affirms that “Everyone is entitled to
all the rights and freedoms outlined in this Declaration, without
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distinction of any kind...”. Reacquiring independence exacted a
heavy price, and the rights enshrined in international instruments
must continue to guide mass media practice. Journalists are
entrusted with the duty to serve society within the law, to uphold
conscience and to refrain from abusing democratic freedoms for
partisan vengeance.

As a member of the first generation of independent
Georgian journalists, I take pride in the role we played in shaping
the nascent state. The Fourth Estate, when exercised with
professionalism and civic-mindedness, proved indispensable to
Georgia’s emergence from Soviet rule. Our task remains the
preservation of that legacy: to sustain journalism that enlightens
rather than inflames, that builds institutions rather than corrodes
them, and that contributes to a resilient, democratic statehood
rooted in respect for human dignity and the rule of law.
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